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By PHIL WISE HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL

The huge diversity of events which I have witnessed during the course of my first term, reflects the 
talent within the incredible community we possess at Kent College.

The warmer days of September seems a long time ago, but it should be noted that term began 
with some fantastic exam results which bare testament to the dedication of the students and 
the staff. Once again our IB results averaged 37 points which places us within the top schools 
nationally and the top ten within our cohort. Additionally our A-Level return of 71% A* - B and 
a 98% pass rate at GCSE makes us one of the highest performing schools within the region. I 
would like to congratulate the students on their success.

I write this having just returned from the junior production of ‘Harry Rings, Lord of the Potters’ 
in the Great Hall. It was a hilarious performance by the students in the lower years and it was 
wonderful to see so many parents present. As ever your support is greatly appreciated.

The opening of the Great Hall and the production, ‘And Can It Be?’ was a significant landmark 
in the history in school and will live long in the memory of all who participated. There were 
many wonderful performances which involved both the Senior and Junior School.

Already the Great Hall has seen some superb music and the Teatime Concert involving many 
newcomers was a particular highlight. The legacy that this building will leave, both for Kent 
College and the local community, is going to impact on the lives of many for years to come. 
Later in the term, I was privileged to sit in the same venue as part of the Canterbury Festival, 
in order to hear the Sky at Night’s Professor Chris Lintott deliver the Kent College Lecture to a 

fascinated audience.

Outside the buildings there have also been some considerable accomplishments on 
the sports field and it has been a pleasure to meet so many parents supporting on 
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the touchline. The girls’ hockey sides won their regional 
competitions at U14 and U15 and the first team are drawn 
to play Epsom College in the latest round of the nationals, 
having a beaten Hurstpierpoint. The U15 boys rugby side 
have had a really impressive season, winning 75% of their 
matches. They have progressed further in the regional 
competition than any Kent College side at this level for 
a number of years. On top of this, four of the boys are 
now training as part of the Saracens developing player 
programme.

We are also delighted to field an U13 girls football side 
for the first time and the boys reached the Kent Cup 
semi-final eliminating several strong footballing grammar 
schools along the way. 

The Duke of Edinburgh expeditions at Bronze, Silver and 
Gold have ranged from the South Downs to the Peak 
District and even to Iceland. The establishment of a Silver 
programme in the last year has been enjoyed by many 
and hopefully they will go on to Gold. Hearing about the 
Gold expeditions to such amazing volcanic landscapes via 
their presentations made me realise the amount students 
learn from going outside their comfort zone in such a wild 
environment. 

It was just as windy, but perhaps not as wild, at Herne Bay 
at the start of December when between fifty and a hundred 
students and staff participated in the Santa Run to raise 
money for Pilgrims Hospice. It was a remarkable sight for 
a very good cause and signalled the start of the Christmas 
period. This was a lovely time to be in school with some 
truly memorable musical performances culminating in the 
Carol Service at the Cathedral. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all in the Kent 
College community my very best wishes for Christmas 
and the New Year.
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EDITOR’S COLUMN
Greatness has been a recurring theme this term, 
through the opening of the new ‘Great’ Hall, to the 
greatness achieved in sport, music, drama and 
academics. 
It has been a huge enjoyment and privilege to have 
been able to report on all of the greatness that has 
been achieved at Kent College this term.

With a new academic year, many differences 
have been observed within the school: new year 
seven pupils, who have been able to settle in as if 
they have been here forever; a new head of senior 
school who has taken over the role effortlessly and 
commendably; a new Great Hall, in which we have 
all enjoyed watching and taking part in spectacular 
performances. However, the effort and perseverance 
of all at Kent College has remained constant, which 
is evident throughout this edition of the KC Times 
and is what makes this school such a thriving and 
successful place. 

This magazine is proof of the continually busy term 
that we have had since September, from the Harvest 
Festival and the Fun and Fireworks that marked the 
season of autumn, to the festivities of Christmas. The 
pupils of Kent College have also not been restricted 
to the borders of Kent, and almost all have had the 
opportunities to take their studies further afield; trips 
to Germany, France, London, Devon and Oxford, to 
name a few, have been enjoyed across the school 
and have been an incredibly useful experience for all.

Editing this magazine, there are many highlights of 
the term: the International Evening was an extremely 
insightful display of the many countries that make up 
Kent College, as the presentations showed the true 
diversity of the school community. This inclusivity 
was also mirrored through the Canterbury Festival, 
where all performers were given the opportunity 
to showcase their talents as part of this local 
event. Throughout the pages of this magazine, the 
commitment and effort that is put into the school 
every day is presented, which gives a momentary 
snapshot into the life at Kent College. I hope that you 
enjoy reading the successes of the KC community 
as much as I enjoyed editing it and I look forward to 
future achievements to report on.

By EMILY WATERS
Year 12

BERLIN TRIP HARRY RINGS, LORD 
OF THE POTTERS

CANTERBURY FESTIVAL JUNIOR SCHOOL
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NEWS IN BRIEF

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Two minutes of silence were held on the 11th of 
November as part of the Remembrance service, 
where the whole school community gathered to 
commemorate all those who have suffered and died 
due to conflict. The newly installed ‘peace garden’ 
now houses the ceramic poppy that was made to 
mark one hundred years since the end of the First 
World War and offers an area of reflection that is 
central to the school. 

KENT COLLEGE NEWS

The boarders have enjoyed some brilliant trips this 
term and have been busy almost every weekend. 
Highlights include ice skating in London, where 
everyone wrapped up warm as they glided along 
the rink at the Natural History Museum, some more 
experienced than others. As well as this excitement, 
a trip to Westfield Shopping Centre was also enjoyed 
by the boarders, but perhaps not by their bank 
accounts, as many Christmas presents were bought 
in the run up to this gift giving period. There have 
been many opportunities for boarders to get involved 

this term, which has been as exciting as ever. 

BOARDERS’ TRIPS

REMEMBRANCE  

Both the Senior School and the Junior School celebrated 
Harvest in style this year. Families were supplied with a list 
of the needs of Canterbury Food Bank and the produce 
flooded in. The volunteers from the Food Bank were overwhelmed by the generosity of the gifts. Watch this 
space for further Food Bank news. 
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At the senior school, there have been many events 
run by the Charities Committee which have raised 
money for the organisations that Kent College 
supports. From the over-crowded cake sale to 
the whole school non uniform day, participation in 
charity events has been widespread and has been 
extremely enjoyable for all. 

The year 10 and 11 History students enjoyed an 
informative and eye-opening trip to Berlin in November, 
which helped to aid their studies of the Cold War. 
Through visits to museums and landmarks, the reality 
of this period of history was able to be experienced, 
which was invaluable to the students. This was a very 
inspiring trip for many and was enjoyed by all.  

In September, five Sixth Form students attended an informative and inspiring conference in Oxford that 
focussed on the necessity of the Sustainable Development Goals in order for our global society to progress. 
Organised by Old Canterburian, Robbie Whittaker, several guest speakers from Methodist charities were 
invited to deliver an insight into how we can help to solve the problems that the world faces. Through 
collaborating with the other Methodist schools from around the country, this conference allowed ideas to be 
discussed and subsequent action to be taken within our schools to try and change for the better. 

G2L CONFERENCE

BERLIN TRIP

CHARITIES
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MUSIC

SPIEGELTENT
As part of the schools’ concert series and the Canterbury Festival, a wonderful 
lunchtime concert took place in the Festival Spiegeltent. Centred around the student 
led vocal octet, whose performance included a stirring arrangement of Moon River, 
the saxophone quartet completed the ensemble line up. Interspersed with some 
solo performances, the setting was completed by the unique atmosphere of this 
special venue and a really appreciative audience.

Other musical events this term included the concert given at St Peter’s Methodist 
Church which was a fantastic concert showcasing three of Kent College’s Choirs - Chor-

isters, Jubilate and Sedecim. It was extremely impressive to hear such a high standard 
of music making from the choirs and also to observe the joy singing brings to our stu-
dents across the full age range of school. The first Teatime Concert in the Great Hall was 
also a success!

TEATIME CONCERT
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AND CAN IT BE?

The Great Hall was transported back to the 18th century in the performances of ‘And 
Can it Be?’ during the Autumn Term, which was a thought provoking production, written 

exclusively by the Chaplain and the Executive Head Master, retelling the life of the founder 
of Methodism, John Wesley. This momentous occasion involved all parts of the Kent 

College community, from the youngest members of the Junior School and Lorenden, to a 
video linked appearance of those at Kent College in Dubai.

Throughout the play, the role of John Wesley was effortlessly passed between actors of 
different ages; his young self was represented by Archie Hills and Charlie Luckhurst who 
captured life growing up in the 1700s with incredible talent. Anna Hagan, Sam Stevens and 

Florence Winter Taylor gave brilliant performances of Wesley’s later life, expressing the joys 
as well as the troubles that were part of his journey of faith. The music, written by Dr. Lamper 

and performed by the school orchestra, accompanied the plot and showcased the talent of all 
at Kent College.

This was an incredible first production in the new Great Hall, which highlighted the importance of 
Methodism within the school and was greatly enjoyable for both the audience and those involved. 

SPRING CONCERT
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SPORT

KENT COLLEGE STORIES

This term has seen many sporting achievements, and, as ever, has been packed with 
tournaments, fixtures and competitions for all ages and all sports. 

Within boys’ sport, notable successes include the U13 football team who were able 
to progress to the Semi Finals of the County Cup. This was even more impressive 
as this was the first year that Kent College has competed in this competition. 
Sustained achievement has also been seen within boys’ sport, as this term, three 
of our U15 rugby players, Harry Bartlett, James Eddy and Max Campbell, have 
been selected to play as part of the Saracens Academy. This is a great achievement 

of which we are extremely proud and we look forward to where they go from here!

The girls’ teams have also been very active this term and competitive matches have 
resulted in convincing wins for the teams. The U18 girls were named the John Taylor 
Indoor Hockey Champions, and further attained the third place in the Mel Clelow Cup 

this term. Hockey players from lower down the school have also had many successes 
and should be congratulated on their effort seen in the regular fixtures against local 

schools.

This has been an incredibly busy sporting term, and we look forward to future successes! 
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On the evening of the 2nd of December 2019, the members of Junior Drama Club put on a magical performance 
of Alison Chaplin’s ‘Harry Rings: Lord of the Potters’  with the assistance of Ms Christian and Mr Smith. As the 
name suggests, the play was an amalgamation of the two well-known franchises, ‘Harry Potter’ and ‘Lord of the 
Rings’, with the plot following the main characters, Harry, Ron, Hermione, Mojo and Saam on a quest to return the 
‘Goblet of Youth’ to the ‘Rock of Ages’ in the ‘Cave of Darkness’. All members of the cast worked incredibly hard 
to make the show the spectacular event that it was, and was well-received by all the audience. All proceeds from 
the performance, plus some other donations helped Junior Drama Club raise a wonderful total of £515.55 for Chil-
dren In Need!  A final big thank you to everyone involved in any aspect of making the show a reality and a huge 
well done to the cast, who brought the show to life.

DRAMA

HARRY RINGS, LORD OF THE POTTERS
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CANTERBURY FESTIVAL

On the 25th of October 2019, I was privileged to have the opportunity to interview the band Classico 
Latino with their special guest, the renowned jazz violinist, Omar Puente, who performed as part of 
the Canterbury Festival as one of the first musical concerts in the new Great Hall. I was particularly 
interested in their new album Havana Classic, which was recorded in Havana, Cuba, in 2018. 
The inspiration behind their new album was a way to pay respect to the members of the group 
who originally came from Cuba, in keeping with the other albums that they have released which 
have been based on music from the home countries of other members of the band. The group 
was formed by Ivan and Graham when they were students together at Cambridge University 
around twenty years ago, when they decided to play Latin music together, and as a result, a 
band was formed together with other musicians that were later added to the mix. Within our 
conversation, their pride in the diversity of each album was evident and this was extremely 
important to the writing and recording procedure: the fact that each album has been derived 
from different cultures presents this uniqueness of their works in comparison to each other. 
When asked their favourite album, they found it difficult to chose, due to the originality of 
each of their albums, which they told me made every one fun to record. 

One of the best things that they enjoy about performing live is the feedback that they 
receive along with the spontaneity, because they can see the reactions the music creates 
as it is performed, usually resulting in smiles, and occasionally dancing! Classico Latino 
were very excited about performing in the Great Hall, commenting that the acoustics 
were extremely favourable and the space was enjoyable to perform in. I also asked the 
group if they had any advice for musicians to get into more non-traditional music in the 

future, and they said that it is helpful to make mistakes as long as we learn from them and 
they especially advised young musicians to never give up. I would like to thank Classico 

Latino for their time and I hope that they continue to be successful in the future.

AN INTERVIEW WITH CLASSICO LATINO

BY MORGAN GOODALL
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In November, as part of the Canterbury Festival, Professor of Astrophysics in the Department of Physics 
at the University of Oxford, Chris Lintott, was invited to give an insightful lecture in the school’s Great 
Hall. This was a brilliant opportunity for many of our physics students to learn more about this extremely 
interesting topic. Before the lecture, there was a drinks reception where he mingled among us and spoke 
to us about university and any physics question that we had. Mr. Lintott told us about his job which was 
fascinating to hear about. The lecture included topics such 
as the galaxies as well as other areas that Mr. Lintott had 
investigated. We all found the lecture very interesting and 
useful for broadening our minds when studying Physics.

CHRIS LINTOTT

BURSARY COMPETITION
Alicia Hunt was selected to perform in the final of 
the Canterbury Festival Young Musicians Bursary 
Competition this year alongside four other exceptional 
young musicians from the region. Her performance of 
Donizetti’s O Mio Fernando and Something’s Coming 
from West Side Story was described by the judges as 
mature, technically assured and completely engaging 
and was enjoyed by many. This is the second year that 
Alicia has had the opportunity to sing in the final of this 
prestigious competition which is a huge achievement. 
Well done to Alicia, we look forward to your future 
performances!

BY JAMES INSANALLY
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HONDURAS TRIP

KENT COLLEGE STORIES

On July 1st 2019, a group of year 11 pupils embarked on a  two week conservation trip to Honduras 
alongside Operation Wallacea (Opwall), to help conserve Cusuco National Park and the coral 
reefs in Utila. Opwall is an environmental research and conservation expedition organisation that 
collects data from across the world, to help protect endangered areas such as Cusuco National 
Park. It is funded by, and relies on, teams of student volunteers who join expeditions for the 
opportunity to work on real-world research programmes alongside academic researchers. 

The trip was split into two; the first week we spent at base camp (3 days) and satellite camp (3 
days), the second week we spent in Utila, a small island in the Caribbean sea. During the first 
week of our expedition, we worked alongside research scientists, helping them to collect data by 
completing habitat surveys, light traps, bird surveys, herpetology walks and invertebrate walks. 
Whilst we were at Base camp we were given the opportunity to climb a tree and see above the 
canopy. The views were incredible, and one I will never forget! This part of the trip was extremely 
eye opening, and was an amazing experience that we were very lucky to be a part of.

Our second week of conservation work was at a marine site located on an island called Utila in 
the Caribbean sea. Throughout the week, we had lectures and learnt about coral reef ecology, the 
threat of microalgae and the importance of sea urchins, which was both informative and inspiring. 
During our stay here we were able to learn to dive and complete a certified PADI  diver course, 
snorkel or dive and collect data. We were able to complete underwater surveys, diminishing coral 
surveys and microplastic surveys.

This trip was an incredible experience, as the conservation work that was done was invaluable to 
the environment and was important for us to learn and understand the world in which we live. We 
were extremely lucky to have the opportunity to be a part of this amazing project and we hope to 
support them in their future work. 

BY ELLIS BORE
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This year, the school’s annual International Evening 
was held in the School Chapel on Thursday, the 
28th of November. Students enjoyed a variety of 
different foods and refreshments from the school’s 
multinational boarding community, notably pizza 
from the Italian students and crepes from the French 
students. Other cuisines included Chinese, Spanish, 
Russian, and British, which the students cooked 
themselves. The food, which varied from the sweet 
to the savoury, provided an insight into the diversity 
of the KC community from a culinary perspective. 
It was interesting, and not to mention delicious 
as well, to see the uniqueness of each country’s 
national meal!

Apart from the food, there were also presentations 
inside the Chapel, again organised by the students 
themselves. Each group of students presented 
information about their country, for example the 
German students introduced us to the counties (or 
Bundeslande!) that they were from as well as the 
specialties of each county. The presentation from 
Nigeria was particularly enthusiastic and exposed 
the audience to Nigerian culture such as film and 
music. 

Overall, the International Evening was a success and gave the students of Kent 
College an opportunity to show exactly how special each country that makes up 
the student community is, and was a chance for us as students to remember and 
be proud of where we come from.

INTERNATIONAL EVENING BY VIOLA LEUNG
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OLD CANTERBURIANS

REMEMBERING PHILIP CHALCRAFT
Phil Chalcraft was a staff member at Kent College for 36 years and has recently passed away at the 
age of 91. 
In 1953, Phil came to Kent College to take over the Craft department and 
became a Resident House Tutor for 7 years where he was recognised 
for his ever open workshop. As well as woodworking skills, many of the 
boys came to him to benefit from the support and care they knew they 
would receive.
In 1959 he married Gill, the Sister of the School Sanatorium, who was 
only meant to be there for a term. Two years later, he was invited back 
as Housemaster to take care of the boarders of Lower School where he 
and his family lived for the next 22 years. 

From the outset the boarders became Phil 
and Gill’s extended family. Despite the 
endless hours he committed to it, life at 
Kent College was never described as work 
for Phil, serving others was his vocation.
Whilst a teacher at Kent College, during the 
Easter break for many years, Phil led the 
boys on walking trips in Switzerland where 
he would hike with them on the slopes 
of the Jungfrau, with the boys equipped 
in their best black lace-up school shoes! 
Scouting remained in his blood and he was involved each year in helping 
with the Kent College Scout Camps in the summer holidays.

He was an influential figure 
and had a profound impact on so many lives. He bristled 
with order, energetic control and instilled a modicum of 
disciplinarian fear in times he considered appropriate. 
At the same time, he was invariably kind, supportive and 
cheerful. He made you feel welcome and that your efforts 
were noticed and appreciated. He gave responsibility to the 
boys in his care showing them that he believed and trusted 
in them. These relationships have often matured into lifelong 
friendships. He was a gentle-man.

Husband, Dad, Grandad, Godfather, Uncle, Housemaster, 
teacher, colleague, friend - Phil was many things to many 
people and will be remembered by all.
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The above photograph was sent to us by Mr Bharucha and depicts the ‘Diving Competition, Summer 
1954’. Although the health and safety of the old swimming pool may not have been satisfactory if it 
were built today, it did provide much enjoyment for the pupils of Kent College for many years and 
remains a happy memory for those Old Canteruburians who used it. 

Below are photographs from the school’s production of ‘Murder in the Cathedral’ in December of 
1953, which was held in the school chapel. It is extremely interesting to view these photographs and 
to compare the dramatic performances of this time to the ones that have been reported on in 2019. 
It is clear that the school has always enjoyed preparing and performing productions, and many may 
remember the success of ‘Murder in the Cathedral’ all those years ago.

THE KENT COLLEGE GALLERY

CALLING ALL OLD 
CANTERBURIANS

Are you an old pupil of the 
school? Would you like to 
share your memories or let 
people know what you’ve 
been up to? We would love 
to share your stories here. 
Send them to kctimes@
kentcollege.co.uk
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THE OPENING OF THE GREAT HALL

On a beautiful day, Kent College welcomed the President of the Methodist Conference Revd. Dr. Barbara 
Glasson, Chair of the South East District, Revd. Dr. David Hinchliffe and a congregation of well over 600 
pupils and special guests to open the school’s new Great Hall.

The 600 seater worship and performing arts venue has been 15 months in the building and promises a 
fantastic venue which will serve not only the school but the whole of the community of Canterbury. The 
President in her opening remarks encouraged the pupils to have fun in the building and the first event to be 
held in the hall (apart from regular school worship) has been ‘And Can it Be?’ a musical in twelve scenes 
telling stories from the life of John Wesley (written by the Executive Head and Chaplain of the school). A cast 
of some 200 have thoroughly enjoyed bringing those scenes to colourful life.

Through an innovative partnership with Canterbury Festival, the use of the building by the wider community 
is assured with concerts, lectures and a wide range of other events.

‘We have been talking about this building for a number of years’ said Revd. Dr. Paul Glass, Chaplain to the 
school. ‘As the school continues to grow it is great to have a place where we can gather the whole school 
together to worship.’
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THE OPENING OF THE GREAT HALL

The opening service comprised wonderful performances from all choirs of the school, which was a joy to 
listen to in the new acoustic. Popular Methodist hymns were also warmly sung to commemorate the musical 
significance that the hall will have in the future, and reminded us of the sense of community that this space 
will provide as we gather for weekly services. 

Over the weeks that we have been able to enjoy the Great Hall, it has been in many different forms. From a 
traditional theatre to a worship space, the flexibility of this incredible building has been viewed and we look 
forward to experiencing even more of its capabilities. 
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CHARITIES

JUNIOR SCHOOL

The Junior School celebrated harvest in a 
very imaginative and exciting way this year 
through the drama performed by Early Years. 
The songs, written by Mr. Vinn called ‘You 
Can’t Hurry Harvest’ encompassed the mean-
ing of this time of year and highlighted the im-
portance of harvest. During the performance, 
drivers in cars were stuck behind agricultural 
vehicles and got rather frustrated! 
The collection for the Food Bank was also 
successful, which was very much appreciat-
ed by all those working at this charity.

HARVEST

The Junior School Charities Committee have been 
busy raising funds this term and have raised nearly 
£1,000 in total. More than £432 for the Epilepsy 
Society has been donated and £251 for Children in 
Need. We laid coins around the school and nearly 
broke the Magic Money machine at Metro Bank 
when we took two baskets full of 1p, 2p and 5p 
pieces to be counted. A charity car wash also 
took place, as young volunteers scrubbed clean 
their parents’ cars after school one day. A lot 
of fun has been had this term in these different 
events for raising money, and we look forward to 
seeing what the Charities Committee can achieve 
next term. 
nd ones head aged five can transform a young 

EARLY YEARS NATIVITY
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EARLY YEARS NATIVITY
Years 1 and 2 performed ‘The Christmas Miracle’ as part of the Junior School Christmas 
celebrations. With words and music by member of staff Greg Vinn. And what a production it was! 
It tells the story of Madison who has lost the Christmas spirit, but the Angel Gabriel appears and 
takes Madison and her father on a journey through time that will restore a proper understanding 
of what Christmas is about.
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On 1st December, fifty Kent College Santas set out to run for the Pilgrims Hospice as the biggest group that the 
Hospice had ever seen. This was an extremely fitting event to enter into the Christmas spirit and to support the local 
charity. Enjoyment was shared between both the participants and the spectators, who had the privilege of witnessing 
the Kent College Santas cross the final finish line in style. Well done to all involved!

CHRISTMAS EVENTS

RUNNING SANTAS

CAROLS ON THE FARM
The Christmas spirit was also enthusiastically entered into during the annual event of Carols on the Farm. This was a brilliant 
occasion to be able to gather with the animals in this festive time, and hearty singing was enjoyed by all. 


