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By PHIL WISE HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL

At the end of a strange Summer Term when we reflect back on all that KC has accomplished, 
we can see that creativity, especially online creativity, has been central to every aspect of our 
day to day lives.

When I came to write this article I spoke with Dr. Glass and he told me everything that he had 
learned about broadcasting via YouTube. He has continued to lead the worship of the college 
online, now with his own YouTube channel! He has liaised with many others, inviting special 
guests to ensure that the Methodist ethos has continued to be part of our daily lives. Our world 
map has grown larger and we have become more connected to others as a result. 

This creative approach has been reflected by the Kent College community during the course 
of the term as the students, staff and parents have all had to be extremely resourceful. This 
has been facilitated via our IT infrastructure, which has been invaluable during the last few 
months. Credit here must go to the foresight and planning carried out by the leadership of 
KC and those within our IT team who together took the decisions to fully embed the Google 
Suite of software into the day-to-day life of the school. Although it has certainly not been 
straightforward, this meant that everyone could make the transition to a new way of working. 
Therefore creating the concept of being “Home but not alone” meaning that KC continued to 
learn and communicate. Over the Easter holiday the school built a new website to explain the 
home but not alone approach. 

Since then we have seen a huge variety of techniques in online lessons as we aimed to mirror 
as much of what we would usually be doing if we were in the classroom. Just like Dr. Glass, 
several examples of these activities have gone beyond the live 10 lesson day during which all 
all the students and staff have worked so hard in the course of the Summer Term.

As the exams were cancelled, Year 11 and Year 13 were able to embark on an elective 
programme to extend and broaden their expertise and understanding within 

chosen subjects. The staff at the school worked incredibly hard to put this in 
place for the second half of the term - some of the live seminar sessions via 
Google Meet were attended by around fifty students. The independent skills 
of research involved will stand students in good stead in their future work in 
the Sixth Form and at University.

As is customary, the Music Department has continued to be extremely busy, 
producing quality performances over the web. These have included several 
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concerts, choral recitals and individual lessons which have continued throughout the term. The way in 
which Mr. Ross has mobilised his team and the response of the students has been first class. The senior 
drama students have been busy producing ‘Lockdown Island’ which charts the comedic adventures, via 
YouTube, of a set of marooned travellers. We are grateful to Ms. Christian, Mr. Smith and Mr. Hornsey, who 
have all helped with further play readings and performances.

The Sports Department created their own website and produced exercise programmes and drills for 
students to complete whilst they were away from the site. With the easing of lockdown over the last month, 
it has been possible for us to allow some students to resume socially distanced cricket training off site, 
as well as some hockey. Mr. Scott was integral to all of this as he has been throughout the year as Acting 
Director of Sport and I would like to thank him for steering the department through numerous challenges 
during the course of the year.

We have also been delighted to welcome back some Year 10 and Year 12 students for several on site 
sessions over the course of the last three weeks of term. In total there have been ten opportunities to come 
in and it was lovely to see the positive impact that this had, as it provided everyone with a return to some 
normality. First and foremost the students who were able to come in have just been really glad to see their 
friends and to have a conversation.

Mrs. Balsdon, Mr. Phillips and Mrs. Taylor organised for them to meet with teachers for pastoral and 
academic support, to have some lessons in core subjects and to play some socially distanced tennis. The 
tennis was particularly popular, much to the delight of the ever enthusiastic Mr Bickerstaff who helped and 
played a full role on every occasion!  
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EDITOR’S COLUMN

By EMILY WATERS
Year 12

This term has certainly been strange, from virtual lessons 
to an online speech day, Google Classroom assignments 
to solo musical performances in front of an audience of 
screens; ‘unprecedented’ has become everyone’s new 
catchphrase, isolation now the norm. Over this period, 
we have been able to collaborate as a school in a way 
that would never have been possible if it were not for 
the hard-working teachers providing Google Meets, 
planning lessons and navigating the new programmes, 
and the effort of the pupils to persevere in the new 
style of personal learning. Motivation, commitment and 
resilience have been key to the success of Kent College 
over the last term. 

Distance is something of which we have all become 
aware during this time. This period has shown us the 
wonders of technology, allowing the KC community to 
thrive wherever it finds itself across the globe, overcoming 
the barriers of the many miles between us. Distance has 
also been felt in the isolation that we have had to endure 
- the solitariness of lockdown has taught us the value 
of community and friendship, which we will appreciate 
further as we are allowed to emerge from our distanced 
lifestyle. The ‘social distancing’ which we continue to 
practise in order to keep each other safe has also shown 
us the counter-intuitiveness of distance, where two 
metres have separated our instinctive nature to care for 
and be near those closest to us. 

The obstacles which we have been able to overcome 
throughout this term have been incredible, and we will 
definitely look back at this time and marvel at all that 
we have achieved. Editing this has, now more than ever, 
been increadingly rewarding to see everything that has 
been happening in the comfort of our homes; the fact 
that I had to ask for two extra pages to document all of 
the successes in this edition really shows that KC can 
achieve in any situation.

There are several staff who will be leaving the school 
at the end of the academic year. Mrs. Rachel Rutland 
has been a superb teacher and mainstay of the Biology 
Department for well over a decade. Many students 
have benefited from her teaching, as well as from her 
kindness. She is an incredibly thoughtful person who is 
always willing to go the extra mile to help every student 
in her care. We wish her well in her new life in the West 
Country. We also say goodbye to Mrs. Chris Cook who 
has worked at the School as a very long standing lab 
technician, supporting Rachel and her colleagues within 
the Biology Department. Additionally we have several 
teachers who have been with us who are leaving at the 
end of this term. Mrs. Bekki Howell is leaving the Sports 
Department, Mr. Tommy Leader departs from Business 
and Mrs. Helen Atkinson from English. I would like to 
thank them all for their contributions during the course 
of the year. Mrs. Helen Lancaster is moving to QE to be 
Head of Food and Nutrition. She has made a significant 
contribution to the students that she has taught both in 
Maths and Food and Nutrition and I know she will be 
missed by both them and her colleagues.

When writing for the KC Times before Easter I said that 
I had no doubt that students, staff and parents would 
stand together and consequently new opportunities and 
hope would arise out of our current situation. That has 
certainly been the case and it is because of this everyone 
deserves a well-earned holiday. I wish this for everyone 
at KC and their families. Please take care.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

To raise money for the Kent based hospitals’ 
COVID-19 appeals, Hemma cycled 15.3 miles as part 
of the Rainbow Run. This managed to raise £100 for 
this crucial cause, which will hopefully help to support 
the local health systems. Well done, Hemma!

KENT COLLEGE NEWS

For the past few months, Brewers Decorator 
Centres in Canterbury have been on the 
hunt for decorating ideas in Canterbury 
that can fill community spaces and places, 
indoors or outdoors, with colour. Ideas that 
add positivity and a sense of community, 
especially at a time like now. Kent College’s 
initiative, which was put forward by Ms. 
Kenmir, was to install new or recycled 
benches across the city, decorated with 
painted designs by local schools and 
community groups, creating a trail for people 
to follow and take in the city sights. We were 
delighted that this won the competition, and 
are extremely excited to move forward with 
the plans.

BENCH TRAILS

The KC community have been giving back to those who have 
risked their lives for others during this time, assembling all of 
their resources and coming together to make visors to support 
those on the front line. Manon’s family have turned their 
business over to producing face shields, receiving gratitude 
from the French Consolate in Japan for their wonderful efforts.
Amalie in Year 12 has also been busy assembling and disinfecting visors for the NHS before giving them to Key 
Workers. After contacting the Canterbury Residents’ Group, Amalie has been tasked with the responsibility 
of providing around 240 visors a week, an endeavour which has been invaluable for those who need it most. 

RAINBOW RUN ASSEMBLING VISORS
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Olivia has also been raising money during lockdown, 
using the time that she has spent at home to help 
those who need it most. She managed to raise over 
£300 for Macmillan Cancer Research through taking 
part in the sponsored 5k event, participating in a live 
stream with people from 68 other countries. This is 
yet another example of the amazing work all at Kent 
College have been doing. 

The new Great Hall has been showered with praise since it opened in September, including its most recent 
success of winning the RICS Social Impact Award within the leisure category. The comments of the judges 
epitomise the values of the new Hall: “The needs not only of Kent College School but also those of the 
local people were considered in detail and led to an impressive building with a 600 seat auditorium not only 
for the school use but the larger Kent community. Cutting edge facilities are provided in the great Hall for 
concerts, performing arts, conventions, exhibitions and small workshops as well as school assembly and 
activities and also provides revenue from external users.”

GREAT HALL WINS RICS SOCIAL IMPACT AWARD

Year 9 pupil Mark became designated as an essential 
worker during this period of lockdown. He has 
doubled his paper rounds to nearly 300 papers a 
week, and has started to deliver messages for food 
orders with people isolating. Keep up the great work, 
Mark!

ESSENTIAL WORKER

5K EVENT

ASSEMBLING VISORS
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A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF 
LANGUAGES TEACHING 
AT KENT COLLEGE

RESIDENTIAL FRENCH TRIP
In November,  a group of Year 7 and 8 pupils spent several memorable days on a 
language immersion programme in Normandy, based at the lovely Chateau de la 
Baudonniere. Led by a friendly team of French speaking ‘animateurs’, the group 
participated in a great array of activities, including archery, fencing, orienteering, 
bread making, and the very popular ‘aeroballe’. Even meal times were in French, 
and intrepid students happily tried the snails and tucked into local cheeses and 

desserts. The trip also involved sightseeing at the breathtaking UNESCO site of 
Mont St. Michel.

In June 2019, several of our Year 9 students joined up with pupils from Year 1 and Year 
3 in KCJS for an afternoon of fun and games in French. Our Year 9s had carefully pre-

pared a series of activities especially for our younger pupils. It was a great success with 
the different age groups interacting with positivity and energy - the younger ones came 

away happily chanting in French, and the older ones with a new found respect for the 
Junior School teachers! 

JUNIOR SCHOOL  FRENCH SESSIONS
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A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF 
LANGUAGES TEACHING 
AT KENT COLLEGE

In June 2019, a travelling Puppetry and Theatre company from Belgium entertained 
students from Years 7 to 10 with their wonderful play  ‘Le voyage d’Alceste’. This energetic 
performance took us all on an interactive trip through Paris whilst we marvelled at the 
mastery of the puppetry theatre. Year 8 pupils also had the opportunity to participate in 
a theatre workshop where they impressively took on the challenge of acting in French!

VISITING FRENCH THEATRE

GERMAN DEBATING
In December, four Year 12 students took part in a debating competition organised 
by the Goethe Institut. We had to oppose the statement that climate protests were 
an effective means for promoting a better environment. Each student considered 
a different aspect of the argument and prepared a short speech in German. We 
were drawn to compete against Sevenoaks School, and travelled there by train to 
ensure that we were practising the environmentalist message which we would be 
preaching. We played against a strong team which on balance had the easier task 

of arguing in favour of the statement. The judges, appointed from the Goethe Institut, 
had a hard choice to make in awarding the winners of the match, but eventually gave 

the match to Sevenoaks, much to our disappointment.

JOINT LESSON IN VIENNA
In December, our Year 9 German class took part in a joint lesson with a Year 8 English class at the 
Grenzackerstraße Praxismittelschule, Vienna, under the watchful eye of Ben Roberts, a former pupil 

of Kent College who has been working at Grenzackerstraße as an English assistant. 
The Austrian school had been doing a project on great apes. They made presentations about different 
species, their habitat and the threats to their survival in English and German. We prepared for the 

lesson by learning some key phrases for talking about apes, which is a topic we do not typically learn 
at school. We also had the opportunity to introduce ourselves to the group in Vienna. It was extremely 
rewarding to meet pupils from a German-speaking country, and we were inspired to continue learning 
about the topic and find out about more endangered species in German.
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SPORT

KENT COLLEGE STORIES

During the period of lockdown, the Sports Department has been ensuring that the 
pupils of KC are not deprived of their regular Games and PE lessons, supplying 
workouts, tutorial videos and lockdown suggestions in order to keep us all active. 
From yoga lessons to cricket advice, hockey skills in the garden to solo tennis 
practise, the department have made a number of videos providing guidance 
and instruction on how to improve fitness and techniques during lockdown. A 
dedicated website has been set up which can be accessed by all pupils. Students 

have enjoyed the sessions and suggestions about how to keep active at home, 
when opportunities for exercise at school have been limited. 

Everyone has been extremely grateful for all of the effort that has been put in by the Sports 
Department, which has kept us all active during this time and has allowed us to let off some 

steam when everything seems a bit static. Thank you to everyone who has made this possible and 
for those who have participated in the lessons!

The range and quality of activities has also 
been extremely varied, having received 

personalised cricket training videos from 
former English cricketer, Rob Key in one-
to-one sessions. England hockey player 

and Old Canterburian Grace Balsdon has 
also been dishing out the hockey advice, 

keeping KC pupils in safe hands improving 
their techniques. 
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The Drama Department has also been busy over the period of lockdown, not letting the closure of the Great Hall 
and the inability to interact with each other get in the way of their acting talents. Over a series of episodes, the Senior 
Drama Club has provided short videos of their new virtual Drama Production entitled ‘Lockdown Island’, a reality doc-
umentary programme following the lives of characters who have been stranded on a remote desert island. This has 
provided enjoyment for all at KC, who have been eagerly awaiting the next episode each week! From a sun-tanned 
entertainment director to an intrepid spirtualist, the characters continue to amuse their devoted audience, making us 
all want to find out what is going to happen next. 

DRAMA

MUSIC
With new found time on our hands, music has flour-
ished during this term, as the usual excuses for not 
practising instruments and trying out new musical ideas 
have been abandoned in this time spent at home. With 
the performance of Charles Wood’s ‘Oculi Omnium’ by 
Sedecim at the beginning of lockdown, the entertain-
ment of live streams from the Kent College Music social 
media outlets and the teatime concerts which have 
been delivered by all year groups throughout the last 
weeks of term, the Music Department has been able to 
overcome the difficulties that this time has presented. 
Talent continues to thrive and we are lucky to be able to 
sing, play and listen along with one another through the 
wonders of modern technology!
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10 MINUTES WITH MISS McCARDLE
Geography lessons with Miss McCardle are always exciting, 
not just because of the explosions, erosions and oceans that 
we learn about, but also because of the stories that she tells 
us of all of the amazing places to which she had travelled. 
Whether we are learning about volcanoes in Iceland or a recent 
tsunami in South East Asia, Miss McCardle always provides a 
true insight into our studies, having experienced her favourite 
subject first hand throughout her travels. It is this that makes 
Miss McCardle such a brilliant Geographer in her role as Head 
of Gegraphy and as a well loved teacher. We are very thankful 
that she agreed to take part in this edition of ’10 Minutes With’ 
and are grateful for her time in providing this interview. 

I grew up in Broadstairs, a stone’s throw from the main bay - Viking Bay (Broadstairs has seven bays), and 
I still believe that Broadstairs has the best of all of the beaches in East Kent! I have an older sister who 
is also a teacher as well as two brothers who, as Albanian refugees, were initially fostered by my Mother 
before she officially adopted them into our family.  I am immensely proud of them and their success, 
overcoming the initial language barriers and traumatic arrival in the UK; my youngest brother is now also a 
teacher in London and my eldest brother is a qualified radiographer with the NHS who has been working on 
the front line throughout the COVID-19 pandemic in a London hospital. 

I went to a Grammar School in Broadstairs, I was a very well 
behaved pupil, not getting a single detention in 7 years!  I then 
went on to the University of Brighton (as I couldn’t imagine living 
anywhere without a coastline!). I achieved a BA in Geography and 
also met my best friends there that I still have today. 
I remained in Brighton for a year after university as I was offered a 
job as a Transport Planner at Sussex County Council, but I always 
wanted to be a teacher so after a year I enrolled onto a PGCE 
course to complete my teacher training. I was Head of Department 
in a state school for a number of years prior to joining KC.

Education? 

What are your main interests?
I love walking and am regularly out in the surrounding countryside of 
East Kent or along the stunning coastline.  I also love crafts including 
knitting and crochet and am currently crocheting my first blanket! My 
favourite thing to do is travelling which is obviously tricky right now!

Where wereyou brought up?
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Where was your most memorable 
trip?
I have been so lucky to have travelled to many parts of the 
world. For years I would regularly travel during the summer 
holiday to a different part of the world, and I find it so hard to 
pick just one place which is my favourite. I love places where 
the culture and traditions are so different to those that I am 
used to, so South East Asia and Southern Africa have been 
highlights.  However, having been able to travel to incredibly 
remote locations such as the Amazon Rainforest in Brazil 
has also been particularly special.  I believe that travelling 
is good for your soul as well as your perspective on life. I 
have camped for a week in the Kashmir Hills with locals who 
couldn’t speak any English; stayed with locals in the tiny 
village where Nelson Mandela was born in South Africa and 
I have helped protect hatching turtles on remote beaches in 
Costa Rica.

If you could go anywhere right now, where would you go?
I have serious ‘wanderlust’: a very strong or 
irresistible impulse to travel, and so constantly have lists of 
places that I would like to visit one day! During quarantine I 
have been dreaming of travelling around the Pacific Islands 
including Hawaii and Japan, but I am increasingly concerned 
about the impact of international travel and how it can 
be detrimental to the environment.  My climate change 
pledge is that I will reduce my use of air travel in favour of 
lower carbon emitting alternatives such as trains. There 
is a lot to see in the UK and on mainland Europe which 
is all accessible by train, so these may feature in my next 
adventure.  

If you could invite            
anyone to a dinner party 
who would it be?

This time in quarantine has made me 
realise the importance of being with my 
close friends and family, so I would choose 
to have a dinner party with them rather 
than anyone famous! I can’t wait to have a 
family get together!
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FAMILY PLANNING

The Kent College ‘Family of Schools’ has grown in recent years. Now, it 
not only includes the Junior and Senior Schools in Canterbury, but also 
includes Lorenden Preparatory School (since April 2016), Kent College 
Dubai Senior and Junior Schools (opened in August 2016), the Garden 
Cottage Nursery in Canterbury (which opened in January 2018) and the 
Kent Nursery Dubai (which will open this year).

Plans have already been announced for Kent 
College Hong Kong, and whilst progress on 
this project has been slowed by the Hong Kong 
protests and latterly the Covid 19 pandemic, 
KCHK was launched online in June 2020.

The Mall is styled to reflect the large cruise ships 
that visit Hong Kong, the site is owned by a large 
shipping company.

There are tall residential towers above the Mall, 
and the outside spaces have been landscaped 
with parks for recreation.

As well as these developments the KC family is 
enlarging in other ways with a project to expand the 
programmes offered to international students who wish 
to improve the quality of their English. This new ‘school’ 
will offer both short and long courses with opportunities 
to be residential in Canterbury, the innovative offering 
includes English for Business and Medicine amongst 
others.

By DR DAVID LAMPER EXECUTIVE HEAD
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Agreements have now been finalised to open Kent College Cairo, with work starting on site later in 
2020, and a projected opening date of September 2022. It will be situated on the South West side 
of Cairo, near to the developments of the new city and administrative capital. 

We are also establishing a virtual school, using the platforms 
which have been so successful in delivering quality provision 
during the lockdown. To begin with aKCcess is working with 
EXKCEL and KCHK to provide English language courses online 
to be followed by A level and GCSEs from September. A Level 
and GCSE online provision will also be offered to other schools 
in the KC family and to other Methodist schools. Eventually 
we hope it will be possible to offer courses for sick children at 
home and to students studying elsewhere who cannot access 
their full programme of choice at their own school.

As family members, there are a number of similarities across all types and ages of provision: all share a 
commitment to a caring Methodist ethos, and to be inclusive (open to all students).  Income from these 
projects will be used to increase bursary assistance, with an aim to increase the reach of Kent College and 
improve access for a greater number of families. 

By DR DAVID LAMPER EXECUTIVE HEAD
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ART BY MRS MARIE MONTAGUE
HEAD OF ART 

During these unusual times, the capacity for human beings to be ever more creative and
ingenious has never been more true. During lockdown, we have seen the internet sensation of
people re-creating famous works of art, with objects from their home. Grayson Perry’s wonderful 
series ‘Art Club’ in which he has challenged the public to create works of Art on a different theme 
each week as a record of this time of Covid-19 which will be part of an exhibition when we can 
once again enjoy Art in a gallery setting.
This year, that ingenuity and creativity has never been more evident than in the work that the Year 
11,12 and 13 have been doing these past few months, even though they all knew they would not 
be able to sit their final Art exam. We would normally be preparing for our annual end of year
exhibition and this year we had planned to be in the Great Hall, sadly this will not be happening.
We did not want the amazing work that so many of our students have done over the past 2 years, 
to go unseen and their efforts and hard work go unrecognised, so we hope you will enjoy just a 
small taste of what would have been in our exhibition. We are hoping that we will be able to have 
an exhibition as planned, later in the year to properly celebrate the achievements of our students 
and we look forward to welcoming you to what will be, I am sure, a very special event.
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OLD CANTERBURIANS
Hattie left KC in 2018 
and is currently studying 
Biomedical Science at the 
University of Birmingham 
but due to COVID-19 is 
unable to do her exams. 
Instead she is now employed 
by a healthcare agency 
and works in several care 
homes across East Kent as 
a healthcare assistant. She 
worked during the peak of 
COVID-19 and was 
the designated carer for 
the residents who tested 
positive. Well done, Hattie!

Previous Head Girl, Charlotte, who left Kent 
College in 2008, was moved to a Covid-19 
ward at the QEQM hospital at the start of the 
crisis. Charlotte is a junior doctor training to 
be a gynaecologist and hopes to be able to 
return to her training programme soon. 

VOLUNTEERING  

Joe was born in Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne on 
18th December 1943. He was the second son of a 
Methodist minister Dennis Robson and wife Emma. 
He moved around the country during his formative 
years, ending up in Loughborough where he met 
future wife Chris 54 years ago. 

Throughout his life, Joe remained a talented 
sportsman, having gained a “blue” in the hockey 
team whilst studying History at Fitzwilliam College, 
Cambridge and playing international hockey for 
England. 

In 1968, Joe and Chris started their married life in 
Suffolk where he taught History at Framlingham 
College. Matthew came along in 1970 but Joe 
missed the birth as he was away playing England 
hockey. Lee came along in 1973 and, this time, 
luckily Joe didn’t miss out on the birth. 

After moving to All Hallows School in Devon and 
then North Wales where Joe taught at Rydal 
School, Colwnyn Bay, he moved to a position at 
Kent College, where he spent 25 years as Deputy 
Head and retired in 2005. He had several roles 
during this period - timetabling, teaching History, 
coaching rugby, hockey and cricket. He was also 
the pastoral lead for many years. During his early 
years in Canterbury, Joe played cricket for Beverley  
Cricket Club and later for Chestfield Cricket Club. 
He also played hockey at Canterbury. 

IN MEMORY OF JOE 
ROBSON

Joe was an outstanding school master who always 
had his pupils at heart. He never had a bad word 
to say and was always calm in any challenging 
situation. He would listen to everyone’s point 
of view before calmly coming to a considered 
decision. Pupils and staff always spoke highly of 
Joe whether it was regarding History lessons or 
games activities. Joe coached several National 
winning Under 16 and U13 hockey teams at KC 
and his experience was greatly valued by of all 
the players. 

In retirement, Joe filled his time with family, friends, golf, caravanning, long walks with the dogs, 
lazy days on the river and quiz nights. 
Joe was diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2018 but continued to live his life as purposefully as 
possible. He would still play golf and take Chris out for meals and loved spending time with his 
sons and grandchildren.
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REMEMBERING GERALD COLSON

Gerald Colson was born on 17th June 1937, the youngest 
of three brothers, in East Anglia and was educated in 
Bury St. Edmunds. He went on to study at Hull and Oxford 
universities. Gerald’s connection with Kent College goes 
back to when he was appointed to the staff in 1960. 
He was one of the foundational characters of the life of the 
school community and has served in a huge variety of roles over the past 60 years. Gerald has 
served as a French teacher, Latin teacher, History teacher, Form Tutor, Boarding House Tutor, 
Head of Languages, Exams Secretary and Scout Master; and since his retirement from teaching, 
Liaison Officer to the Old Canterburian Club, general factotum and a great support to everyone. 
 
Gerald was particularly interested in the use of the video camera and video player in the early 
days. Indeed he told the story of his appointment, when the Head Master of the time, Mr Prickett, 
was ready to interview him but was struggling with a projector in his room, Gerald was able to 
sort the problem and his appointment was confirmed. Gerald also loved glamorous cars, he had a 
vintage Jaguar and many past students remember his Sunbeam Alpine. He also collected historic 
artefacts and was the proud owner of an antique King James Bible. Gerald was a real francophile 
including an enjoyment of sparkling French wine. In later years he would often travel to Avignon 
with his brother Henry, a place of which they were both fond. Students always  looked forward to 
trips to the Lascaux Caves, organised by Gerald, and enjoyed watching the 1966 World Cup final 
in French many times; they also savoured the adventure of scout camps.

Gerald Colson was Kent College’s own ‘Mr Chips’ - indeed the book by James Hilton was published 
in the same decade as Gerald’s birth when, as James Hilton puts it, “those ideas of dignity and 
generosity that were becoming increasingly rare in a frantic world.” Like Mr Chips, Gerald was a 
model of dignity and generosity: so many colleagues and students have noted Gerald’s courteous 
and enthusiastic greetings on their first meeting with him, which he was happy to repeat whenever 
they returned to the school. So many appreciated him as a gentleman whose personal humility 
blended with his passion for Kent College.
 
If his 60 years of service to Kent College were not remarkable enough, Gerald was also a great 
supporter of Canterbury Cathedral and worked there for many years in his retirement as a steward. 
His fascination with the building resulted in the publication of his book last year “Every Window 
Tells a Story“ in which, following exhaustive research, he tells the tale of every notable example 
of fenestration art in the cathedral. Service was also important to Gerald as a stalwart of the 
local Rotary Club, where he valued fellowship and learning in serving the wider community. He 
continued his own journey as a lifelong learner and teacher by studying for a doctorate in his 
retirement, his thesis on the erudite subject of ‘The Popularisation of Science in the Periodical 
Press in France During the Second Empire’. He ran popular courses for the U3A which were much 
appreciated by his fellow learners.

 
We count our blessings that Mr. Prickett had projector 
problems and that Gerald Colson came to dedicate a 
lifetime of service to Kent College. During term time we 
would see him every day at his untidy desk and we will 
miss him greatly. We keep his brothers Henry and Peter, 
his nephew and wife Roger and Susan, in our prayers and 
are thankful for the place that Gerald has in the hearts of 
many.
 
“And so it stood, a warm and vivid patch in his life, casting 
a radiance that glowed in a thousand recollections.” 
James Hilton, Good-Bye, Mr. Chips.

By DR DAVID LAMPER EXECUTIVE HEAD
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CHORISTERS
THERE’S A POWER IN 
THE MUSIC

The current situation has caused huge disruption for 
everyone, however, the Choristers have not let this 
stop them doing what they do best! Singing virtually 
with each other, the Choristers have recorded pieces 
during lockdown, helping to lift spirits and providing 
entertainment for everyone at home, which has proven 
a huge success. From the well-known “Go Tell it on the 
Mountain” to a new version of “Thank You for Giving me 
the Morning”, their hard work, and perseverance with the 
unfavourable situation has brought many smiles across the 
KC community and beyond. Keep it up, we look forward to 
your next performance!

JUNIOR SCHOOL

The Junior School have also been 
busy  putting together their end of 
year performance of ‘There’s a Power 
in the Music’, which has been a lovely 
way to come together, even if virtually, 
to sing  ourselves into the holiday! Well 
done for all of the hard work in putting 
this together, the song is both uplifting 
and joy giving, and is the perfect way 
to finish the term.
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Andy Carter had been Head of Stockport Grammar Junior School when 
he joined Kent College Junior School as Head at the beginning of January 
2000. Over some 20 years of his tenure there have been many positive 
changes, which have had a real impact on the lives of a whole generation 
of children. 

The amount that the children and adults care for each other in the loving 
community which Mr Carter has created at the Junior School has always 
been impressive; not only has he been concerned about the development 
of the children but also about his colleagues, bringing them on in their careers and helping them to adapt their approach to 
particular cohorts of children and the needs of individuals.
I have always found Andy to bring energy, enthusiasm and creativity to the life of the Junior School and I have very much 
enjoyed working with him on some of the major changes over the last 13 years. I’m convinced that it is this approach 
and focus on the individual which has established the current reputation of Kent College as a leader in this area with an 
increasing profile both nationally and internationally. Good examples of this would be the excitement generated by the 
GREAT programme (Gifted, Really Enthusiastic, Able and Talented - which allows children to choose special lessons to 
develop their talents) and the Accelerated Learning approach as well as working hard recently to ensure that Junior School 

children have had the best possible online opportunities during the 2020 
pandemic lockdown and the phased return to school.
Andy has provided his expertise in the setting up of Kent College Dubai, 
where he has been able to reflect the “magic” which he has brought to 
the community in Canterbury, and has also been a key part in setting up 
the Garden Cottage Nursery, working hard to ensure its sustainability and 
success. He has also been a trusted advisor in the establishment of new 
schools in Hong Kong and Cairo as we move forward.
Andy has led by example with school trips, organising many and making 
residential visits a feature of the extra curriculum for Junior classes, 
including tours and competitions with the KC Choristers and choir. His 
interest in sports and passion to involve everybody is a hallmark of the 
work of the Junior School, which is similarly seen in his passion for 
furthering the Arts. 

Kath and Andy have made a terrific and most impressive team in 
welcoming everybody to the community at Kent College Junior School. 
Kath’s own 20 year association with Kent College Junior School also 
brings forth many things of note: she is greatly valued as a teacher and 
has inspired many with her own sporting track record as a Commonwealth 

Games athlete, engendering a lifelong love of sport for the children. Kath has achieved this through being a wonderful role 
model and also through the organisation of the regular athletics and cross country events at the Junior School, as well as 
the after-School clubs that she runs and the number of teams which we provide for fixtures. She also organised the county 
cross country championships for many years and has helped to make sports provision exciting through the introduction of 
many tours. 
Kath has made a most impressive team with Andy in hosting 
School events, both formally and informally with their congenial 
charm. I know that parents and grandparents always feel very 
welcome at the Junior School.  Carolyn and I continue to value 
the friendship of Kath and Andy and our own sons remember their 
care, which even extended at times to Andy lending his clothes to 
our children on tour! 

Kent College has been on such an exciting journey in the last 
twenty years and I am most grateful to Andy and Kath for all they 
have contributed  to make it happen.  I will miss the welcoming 
charm, the energy and creativity, the passion for Kent College, the 
wisdom and experience and the special focus on every child that 
they have brought everyday of their 20 years. We offer them both 
our sincere thanks for all they have done and achieved.

FAREWELL TO TEAM CARTER
By DR DAVID LAMPER EXECUTIVE HEAD
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This year’s sponsored walk was a little different, as we all individually did our part to raise money for our amazing chosen 
charities. Whether this was through walking, cycling, running, swimming, rowing, horse riding, hopping, skipping, cartwheeling, 
we all were tasked with 15km to complete in order to reach the virtual North Pole. Although we were unable to be together 
during this usual community event, we all were able to continue this tradition on our own and in groups, raising £3500 for 
our chosen charities: Teenage Cancer Trust and Farms for City Children. 

SPONSORED WALK

SPEECH DAY
Speech Day was also rather unusual; exchanging the 
marquee for our living rooms, and the presentation of 
the prizes from a guest speaker to our parents, the end 
of term seemed a little strange. Nevertheless, with a 
collage of all of the prize winners and a performance of 
‘Blue Moon’ from Sedecim, we were able to celebrate 
all that we have achieved this year. We look forward to 
a time when we can come together as a community 
once again, however are grateful for the opportunity to 
have virtually congratulated one another and could say 
“goodbye” before the summer. 

SUMMER EVENTS


