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The work of Gail Bunyan has transformed the aspirations and outcomes for a generation of students as 
SENCO and Head of the Dyslexia Support Centre, she is retiring after 23 years. 

Frank Sochacki literally wrote the book for Biology A level and is retiring as Head of Biology after 27 
years. Many students have been inspired, through his passion for fieldwork, to take their studies further 
at university. 

Claire Balsdon retires after an impressive 29 years of service to KC. Most recently she has been Head of 
Sixth Form and Careers and guided our students through their specialised studies and onto universities 
and the world of work. As a PE teacher and Head of Girls’ Games she has inspired international players, 
taken many teams through to National finals and encouraged young people to continue with a healthy 
lifestyle.

We thank them all for their service to Kent College.

 

THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 
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By DAVID LAMPER EXECUTIVE HEAD

EDITOR’S COLUMN

In the last edition I reported on a year of lockdowns. I am pleased that we were all able to 
be back in school during the summer term, to do some of the things that were not possible 
earlier. Some restrictions remain and, as I write, COVID-19 infections are again rising in the 
community, although the success of the UK vaccination programme means that fewer cases 
are requiring hospitalisation and there are fewer fatalities.

We will probably remember this extraordinary year and the resilience and determination that 
we have had to show to get through this period successfully. I imagine in 10 or 20 years we will 
look back at the pandemic and how it affected our lives, and I think in this community we can 
be proud of how we came through it together.

Some students have spent their last summer at Kent College - some have been with us a few 
terms, others for 14 years. We thank them for all that they have contributed to the school and 
wish them and their families all the best for a bright future and trust that they will keep in touch 
with us through the Old Canterburians Club. We also want to take this opportunity to thank 
members of staff who are moving on.

From the boarding community Graham Bloxham, Assistant House Parent of Guilford House 
is leaving after 9 years to take a promoted post in boarding at West Buckland School. Alan 
Bickerstaff has been the House Parent of Elfick House for 9 years and is retiring. Elaine Jameson 
will be stepping down after 17 years as House Parent of Wesley House; we are pleased that 
she will remain at KC as Head of Religious Studies. We thank these colleagues for all they have 
done to welcome students from around the world and create a home from home for them here 
in Canterbury.

Two other colleagues who have been important in the lives of international 
boarders have undertaken most of their teaching in the International Study 
Centre: Judie Barnes is retiring after 12 years and Katie Plumb, who for many 
years was the Head of the ISC is retiring after 20 years. So many students 
have cause to be grateful to them for their mastery of the English language 
which has enabled them to thrive at KC and in higher education.

By DAISY O’CONNOR
Year 12

This term has been bittersweet. We have been able to host more events, celebrate achievements, and return This term has been bittersweet. We have been able to host more events, celebrate achievements, and return 
to some version of normal school life. However, we have also seen some students spend their last term to some version of normal school life. However, we have also seen some students spend their last term 
at the school, and some staff as well, who will be sorely missed. Their dedication to this school has been at the school, and some staff as well, who will be sorely missed. Their dedication to this school has been 
exemplary and inspirational, and we are grateful for their service. exemplary and inspirational, and we are grateful for their service. 
The continued adaptability of this community never ceases to amaze me, and I am proud to see from this The continued adaptability of this community never ceases to amaze me, and I am proud to see from this 
edition the variety of events we have been able to host, from the Summer Opera to the Junior Sports Day. edition the variety of events we have been able to host, from the Summer Opera to the Junior Sports Day. 
Though some of these took place virtually, either in bubbles during lesson time or streamed to YouTube, the Though some of these took place virtually, either in bubbles during lesson time or streamed to YouTube, the 
achievements are undeniable and I am proud to say that it was a struggle to fit everything into one edition! achievements are undeniable and I am proud to say that it was a struggle to fit everything into one edition! 
I am looking forward to seeing even more events and performances in future terms, even if they do not see I am looking forward to seeing even more events and performances in future terms, even if they do not see 
the normal capacity, as they continue to reflect the resilience and strength of this community. the normal capacity, as they continue to reflect the resilience and strength of this community. 
Amongst the stress of the internal ‘end of year’ exams, we can still see the variety of individual and group Amongst the stress of the internal ‘end of year’ exams, we can still see the variety of individual and group 
achievements from both current and former students. From French songwriting to environmental design to achievements from both current and former students. From French songwriting to environmental design to 
Olympic success, the breadth of excellence is outstanding. This edition is therefore testament to the hard Olympic success, the breadth of excellence is outstanding. This edition is therefore testament to the hard 
work, adaptability and strength of this school, and I look forward to editing next term’s edition and seeing work, adaptability and strength of this school, and I look forward to editing next term’s edition and seeing 
even more of this community’s achievements. even more of this community’s achievements. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF

In February, three of our year 10 “French ambassadors” 
Grace, Anna and Lara embarked on an exciting project 
organised by the “Institut Français”: the French Pop 
video competition. 

We were delighted to hear that they achieved an 
honourable mention for the song they wrote and 
composed in French; “Paris dans la nuit”. We hope you 
will join us in congratulating them. Bravo les filles!

Two Year 12 students competed in the BIEA STEM 
Youth Design Competition this term, designing 
four types of inventive non-plastic food packaging. 
Their team, ‘Chaotic Containers’, became finalists, 
competing against top international teams. The award 
ceremony is in October, and they have an interview 
with the judges in July. Their inventive designs 
were created with the help of the DT Department. 
Congratulations!

KENT COLLEGE NEWS

Two beautiful and touching 
ceremonies were held this term 
where some stunning cherry 
blossom trees were planted in 
memory of Mr Fell and Dr Colson, 
both of whom passed away whilst 
in service to the school. Students 
and staff alike were able to reflect 
and honour their memories of 
these wonderful teachers, and their 
memories will live on for many years 
with these trees. 

REMEMBRANCE

In June, the Year 12 A Level and Year 13 IB Biology students 
had the opportunity to visit Botany Bay, near Broadstairs. 
The students spent their day in the sunshine collecting 
samples of various kinds of sea anemones, seaweeds and barnacles. This then allowed them to investigate 
and analyse how Botany Bay’s range of biodiversity varied as its beach profile changed. Biodiversity plays 
a vital role in the function and resilience of our beach ecosystems.  After a hard day’s work sampling, the 
students enjoyed a barbecue on the beach before travelling back to school. 

To celebrate Deaf Awareness week in May, the Year 7 pupils were challenged to learn the alphabet in British 
Sign Language. They were very successful, and Mrs Register’s tutor group won, having learned to not only 
sign the alphabet, but also spell their names in British Sign Language.

DEAF AWARENESS WEEK

The farm has been very busy this term, including 
welcoming a new calf. Additionally, Pedro Pinto,  
from the University of Kent has been collecting 
samples from the farm’s animals to help develop a 
new experimental protocol for understanding the 
parasitic Cryptosporidium infection in cows. 

UNIVERSITY OF KENT STUDENT

FRENCH SONGWRITING

BIEA STEM COMPETITION BIOLOGY BEACH TRIP
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This was a trip like no other D of E Gold 
expedition. Due to the current restrictions, 
the 5 candidates had to undertake both 
the practice and assessed parts within one 
week, with just one day’s rest in between!  
The courage, strength and endurance 
showed by the year 13 students Izzy, Alice, 
Digby, Will and James were beyond all 
expectations, and all staff involved were 
immensely impressed. 
The weather was mainly fine, and each 
day consisted of an arduous trek, 
following a route through the beautiful 
hills and vales of the Lake District, 
starting in Ullswater and finishing 
near Keswick. Each student carried rucksacks that contained everything they needed, 
from food to tents. At the end of each day, they put up their tents, cooked a meal, 
and were able to have a shower and relax. They all agreed that chatting together in the 
evenings, playing cards and not using their mobile phones was a refreshing change, and 
one that played a part in making this expedition such an enriching experience. One of the 
high points, they said, was definitely the Wild Camp, in the spectacular surroundings 
above Haweswater. The low point was our only wet day; however, hot chocolate and 
bacon rolls in Grasmere soon remedied that!  As teamwork was a crucial aspect of 
the expedition, the students are to be congratulated on the way they helped each 
other, and were so positive throughout. Indeed, they are already planning to come 
back soon! They will never forget the stunning natural beauty of the Lake District, 

and the way in which their skills were tested to the limit. Their advice to potential DofE 
candidates? Do as many practice walks as possible, and think very carefully about 

what to put in your rucksacks! 
This from Digby: ‘All in all, the support we gave each other during the expedition was 

crucial to our success, with everyone implementing their variety of skills into the group so 
that we were a well-rounded team. I believe this trip has strengthened all of us mentally 

and in our determination, work ethic, patience and resilience in the face of challenges; 
all of which can be applied in later life, which is why, for me, I would say that D of E has 

been a life changing experience’. 
Additionally, the DofE Ambassadors team (3 year 12 students) have been active in 

helping the participants in finding volunteering, skill and sport activities and with getting 
assessors reports through virtual drop-in sessions and Google Classrooms. There have 

been a record number of participants completing their awards this term, showing the 
strength and resilience of the school community.

Spanning dates in May and June, Kent College opened the doors of the Great Hall to 
the Canterbury Festival, and hosted some remarkable performances from the Festival 
Chamber Orchestra. The itinerary began with Baroque Passion, which was conducted 
by Stephan Barlow and produced an evocative and engaging performance. It featured 
works by: JS Bach, H. Purcell and T. Albinoni and was well received, providing a 
night of ambience and entertainment.
 Next up, jazz and classical music collided to create ‘A Musical Tapestry’ led by David 
Rees Williams, Iain Ballamy and Ian Crowther. This concert featured a reworking of 
classical works together with some jazz inspired pieces, with some Bach, Corelli 

and Purcell fused with Michel LeGrand, who, for reference, was a prolific composer 
and jazz pianist. 

Lastly, in June, the Festival Chamber Orchestra presented Mozart to Motown via Getz, 
which featured Polly Gibbons and saxophonist Paul Booth, two incredibly talented 

musicians. The programme included pieces by: Mozart, Haydn, Getz, Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, Ray Charles and Marvin Gaye and provided a stunning and uplifting performance. 
The Great Hall was instrumental in elevating the talented musicians’ music, due to its 

incredible acoustics, and all in all provided a wonderful venue for the Canterbury Festival’s 
continuing events. 

CANTERBURY FESTIVAL BY LAURA JEWSBURY
YR 12

BY SALLY COLLINS

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
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DRAMA

KENT COLLEGE STORIES

In May, 4 of our Year 12 rowers performed well in a joint training session with the J17 girls team from Maidstone, in 
preparation for the Maidstone Head races in autumn. The team enjoyed some short, side-by-side races, as well as 
some exciting new drills. Overall, they found the experience informative and interesting. A big thank you to Pete Mile-
ham, Head Junior Coach at MIRC for his coaching during the session.
Sports Day this year was held in year group bubbles. Pupils took part in a range of exciting activities including: 70m 
sprint, sack race, vortex throw, standing jump and high jump. The students also participated in a rounders tournament, 
followed by a tug of war! All events were held in a house competition format.

SPORT

This has been a year full of ambitious virtual projects, which have created some 
memorable productions on the YouTube page. This term has been no exception 
with a mixture of examination work and project based performances. We were 
able to continue our Annual House Drama competition virtually, superbly 
adjudicated by Kay McGibney. This was a triumph with students in Year 7, 8 
and 9 delivering excellent work, which was written, produced and edited by the 
Year 12 Drama teams. Marlowe claimed the honours winning the Drama trophy. 

We also successfully managed to continue the tradition of our cross school initiative 
the GREAT Drama Challenge. This offered another performance opportunity for 

our students and they produced some excellent movies scripted and edited by 
themselves in response to a brief given by students from the 
Junior School.

During activities week our examination candidates were
 treated to a workshop delivered by The Paperbirds 

which has inspired them to begin planning their 
devised performances.Throughout the year, these groups

 have created some memorable performances, and the 
first set of LAMDA students all earned Distinctions, with 

highly anticipated June results coming soon.

MUSIC
At the start of the summer, we were thrilled to be able 
to stage the much-loved ‘Crowther Competition’.
The evening provided a solo platform for our most 
advanced musicians, and we welcomed Ian 
Crowther and Greg Tassell to adjudicate. Following 
a delightful evening of streamed music, prize winners
 were: instrumental - winner Theo (year 10), runner up
 Daisy (Year 12), and singing - winner Alicia (Year 13), 
runner up Grace (Year 10).

Lots of students have taken ABRSM or Trinity Music exams this term and
 whilst we still await a number of results, we have received very recent 
news that Morgan (singing), Olivia (singing) and Eleanor (flute) all 
gained distinctions at Grade 8. 

The music department also hosted the Piano Concert, featuring
 beautiful solo and duet performances. At the Teatime Concert, there 
were some promising solos played by students in Years 7-9, along with 
an ensemble performance by the Folk Group. Our wonderful chamber 
choir, Sedecim, has continued to sing throughout this year, with many 
wonderful highlights, including features in the online ‘Speech Day’ film. We are
 incredibly proud of everything these young singers have achieved under some very difficult circumstances and we 
express our particular thanks to Alicia, May, Billy, Ben and Morgan who leave KC having given many years of wonderful 
singing and dedication to the choir. Most of our performances this year were staged without an audience but were lives-
treamed, so are still available for viewing on the Music Department’s YouTube channel, where we hope you will continue 
to enjoy our performances.

BY ISLA MCCOUBRIE
YR 12 
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10 MINUTES WITH MRS BALSDON

My father was a Civil Engineer of very large scale infrastructure projects, 
so this meant that I moved around quite a lot. I was born in Yorkshire 
(the youngest of 5 children) and moved to South Wales when I was 6. 
This was quite a challenge as we had to learn to speak Welsh. My “party 
piece” is that I can still sing the Welsh National anthem, in Welsh! We 
then moved to Nigeria when I was 8 until the age of 18. So you can see 
my childhood environments were very varied.

Where were you brought up?

When my parents moved to Nigeria I went to boarding school in Hertfordshire. It was an all girls school 
set in 500 acres of parkland with amazing sports facilities. I loved school, there was always something 
to do. We were also very fortunate that the town was on the metropolitan tube line, so access into 
London was easy. The school always had seats at the Royal Albert Hall, so we were able to watch a 
variety of performances and this was my first experience of opera. 

Where did you go to school?

I am obviously very keen on physical activity 
but I also really enjoy literature, my degree was 
in English Literature and Sports Science. I am 
a very enthusiastic gardener, with a lot still to 
learn. I love travelling, visiting new places and 
experiencing different cultures. 

What are your main interests?

Mrs Claire Balsdon has worked at KC for 29 years, and has been 
a wonderful Head of Girls’ Games and Head of Sixth Form and 
Careers. She retires this year after dedicating nearly 3 decades to 
supporting and inspiring so many students. 

Completing the London Marathon in 2004 and 
raising over £6,000 for Children with Leukemia 
was a huge achievement. 

What is your favourite sporting 
moment?

I have been privileged to spend the majority 
of my working life in such a caring and 
considerate environment. The students and 
all the staff make it an incredibly special place 

What’s your favourite thing about 
KC?

REMEMBERING JOHN FINCH
The College community was saddened to learn recently of the death 
of Mr John Finch. Born in London - ‘within the sound of Bow bells’ - 
to Ted and Blanche Finch in May 1928, the family soon moved to Kent 
and settled in Margate. Aged 12, John was evacuated to Uttoxeter, 
but only after seeing the ‘little ships’ return into Margate after their 
heroics at Dunkirk. He recalled that “we watched the strange boats 
landing troops at Margate Pier, the men wearing all sorts of uniform 
and strange ‘tin hats’. The boats were so crowded that at a distance 
you could just see a ring of khaki above the hull.”

Following the end of the war, John, deferring his place in the RAF, went 
up to Southampton to study for a BSc in Physics and Maths, which 
included a term of teaching practice at Taunton Grammar School. In 
1950 - having learned to fly a Tiger Moth while at university - John 
was called up to the RAF with initial rank of AC2, posted to South 
Cerney. He received his ‘wings’ in June 1951, which he described as 
the proudest day of his life. June 1951 was a special month in John’s 
life, as he also married his sweetheart, Sheila Irene Home. The pair 
had met and danced all night together on New Year’s Eve, 1948. Their 
married life together began at Valley, near Holyhead, but they would soon be posted further afield. In 
1952, Sheila (now pregnant with their son, David) joined John in Hong Kong. Describing the move, 
John noted how “the flight to Singapore took 5 days in a Hastings doing about 1500 miles each day. 
Eventually we reached Hong Kong and 28 Squadron out in the New Territories. Situated 5 miles from 
the Chinese border in a horse-shoe of hills, with Tai Mo Shan, the same height as Snowdon at the end 
of the runway. We managed to find a bungalow at Sha Tin, even closer to the border. We found out 
later that one of the previous tenants had been killed by bandits!” By the mid 1950s, the young family 
had returned to the UK. John and Sheila’s second child, Peter, was born in April 1955, and Helen was 
born in 1964. Soon afterwards John was appointed to the senior science post at Kent College, with 
John teaching on Saturday mornings and often Sunday duties too. 

An enormously popular teacher and well-respected colleague, one of John’s standout achievements 
at KC was spotting the potential for a school farm in the unused buildings up on the school’s Moat 
Estate. Moving to Park Cottage, John drove the expansion of the farm, including the extremely popular 
riding club ponies. The farm would not be the success it is today without John’s hard work. As well 
as developing the farm, John was appointed Housemaster of Milton House. John and Sheila cared 
for many boys during his time as housemaster, a post from which he stepped down in 1985 before 
eventually retiring from teaching in 1988. John continued to live a full and active life in his retirement, 
with he and Sheila taking two walking holidays most years. The news of John’s passing will most 
certainly touch many members of the College community, testament to his character and concern for 
the students in his care. A life most certainly well lived, and a man who will be much missed. May he 
rest in peace and rise in glory.

BY ROBBIE WHITTAKER
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MR CHAMPION’S 50 MILE FELLATHON RUN

In the memory of 1 big character, 6 months, 950 miles, over £7000 raised for Cancer Research 
UK.

When the news of Stephen Fell’s passing was announced it was a devastating blow to the 
school community at a time when we could not all be together in person. I only knew Stephen 
for 3 years but having worked so closely with him it felt like I had known him forever; such was 
his larger than life character. He was a special man, and an inspirational character who left a huge 
hole in our lives when he sadly passed away.

It did not take me long to decide that I needed to do something to honour his memory.

One of my friends at the end of 2020 asked me what my running challenge was going to be in 2021, 
after we had both hit the 1000 miles covered mark during 2020. At the time of this question I was not 
sure, but in January I knew that something big and crazy had to be done - I decided to cover a distance 
of 50 miles in a single run.

I researched training plans, and told my family that I would like to set myself this challenge. I am not 
sure any of us realised the impact this would have on all of our lives. It set me off on the most amazing 6 
month journey (since all training plans were 26 weeks long). Initially it started out as a personal journey 
to show how much Stephen meant to me. Very quickly I realised this was going to become so much 
more. Especially when I publicly announced what I was going to do, and that I was going to raise money 
for Cancer Research UK. Apart from everybody who heard about it thinking I was crazy (and probably 
still do!); they shared many kind words, and amazing personal stories about what this meant to them.

My challenge suddenly became not just about me, but about uniting our community by providing a 
welcome focus on something positive and inspirational.  The more time progressed and people could 
see how much time and effort I was putting in, the more momentum and self-belief I gained. My running 
quickly became one of the main topics of conversation with other people at school as questions of 
general interest in how I was getting on were asked, as well as questions about training advice, nutrition 
etc...

What has had more of an impact on me during this whole 
period is not what I have personally achieved, but the 
impact that this event has had on those around me. I 
feel honoured and humbled by the stories people have 
shared, the comments they have made, along with the 
very generous donations that have come in for Cancer 
Research UK. 

Of course I enjoy people praising what I have done 
and saying how amazing it is to run 50 miles in a single 
run. It’s not something many people do, especially in 
8hrs 40mins!... I hope you don’t mind a little boasting. 
However to me other people’s efforts and journeys of 
self discovery are just as amazing.  There are people who 
have used this same time to do a couch to 5k or couch 
to 10k, or even train for a half or full marathon. Yes, the 
distance is not as much but it is all relative to ability. I 
praise those who have taken inspiration from what I have 
done, to set themselves a challenge. Realising anything 
is possible if you commit the time and effort.

I cannot thank all of you, and also those that may not see this 
article, enough for the support and encouragement over the 
last 6 months. My journey took me to places I have never been 
before mentally, or physically. It has given me the most amazing 
amount of mental strength, resilience, and self belief. I have 
stripped myself down and built myself back up more strongly. 
I hope for those of you that have invested in this that it has 
brought you all some positivity, and provided a light to help get 
you through this time of darkness. 

Remember the journey is important, embrace it, enjoy and the 
final outcome will be something special. During the run one of 
my friends said “It’s a shame you won’t get a medal for this.” 
My response (which I did not say at the time) “this is not about 
a medal, this is about a badge of honour that we all wear in 
memory not just of our dear friend and colleague Stephen Fell 
(and more recently John Burnage) but for all those who we 
know that have passed away from COVID and Cancer.” This is 
not about me, this is about the big picture and what we have 
achieved as a community. I may have completed the training 
and the 50 mile run but you were all part of this and supported 
me so together I am sure we 

have made them all proud. Collectively we have made a 
difference.

Would I do this again?... All I can say is, “What should 
come next?” :-)

Here is the QR code for my fundraising page:
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ECO WARRIORS COMMITTEE

The Eco Warriors Committee has been very active this 
year, making a lot of progress to make the school more 
environmentally-friendly. They started off strong by earning 
the Eco-Schools Green Flag Award. For this they focused 
on biodiversity, waste, energy, transport and healthy living 
as areas of improvement, and joined schools from 64 
other countries in achieving the award. 

Another project is the changes in the recycling system 
at the school. They ran an art competition to find labels 
for the bins, and have ensured that each classroom has separated bins to maximise the 
amount of rubbish we can recycle as a school. Earth Days each term have meant that the 
school has turned off electrical appliances and sources to minimise the energy usage for 
an hour. This initiative has increased awareness of the Eco-Warriors and of how we can all 
reduce our energy usage. 

The Green Eatz programme has included labelling the most eco-friendly meal at lunch, 
to allow students and staff to make the most environmentally conscious decisions about 
their diet. Additionally, Professor S L Bridle, from the School of Physics and Astronomy 
at Manchester University, and expert in the field of food and climate change, gave 
an informative and fascinating chapel about the impact of different foods on the 
environment and climate change. 

The Eco Warriors Committee has also made plans for a new Wild Garden, half of which 
is kindly funded by the Friends of Kent College. Work will start over the summer, and 
planting through the next year. This will increase the biodiversity of the school and provide 

a new space for students to spend time.

PAULA ZEFF VISIT

Despite the restrictions in place due to COVID-19, 
Activities Week was still in full swing with a range 
of engaging activities in place. The Year 7s 
enjoyed two trips out to local wildlife reserves, 
visiting Wildwood first then Port Lympne the 
following day. Despite the dubious July weather, 
they all had a great time and got to see some 
amazing wildlife up close. 

The Year 8s had a more history-focused 
approach for their outing, and got to visit 
Deal and Walmer Castles as well as the 
white cliffs of Dover. This exciting trip 
provided a much needed change of pace, 
as they managed to get off-site and 
explore Kent’s local heritage. They then 
enjoyed a range of activities on site, with 
a mixture of media, food, conservation, farm and sport. 

Year 9 engaged in similar on-site activities, but they also had the opportunity to visit 
the trampoline park, Soar. This was a fantastic day out, and allowed them to burn off 
some steam in a thoroughly enjoyable way. Soar provided a wide range of activities to 
have a go at, with the standard trampolines, a wobbly ladder bridge, a sucker-punch 
wall for the brave and lastly a total wipeout, for the even braver. 

The Year 10s got to engage with Drama and Enterprise workshops, which provided a 
fun and engaging way to collaborate with each other to try and market products of their 

own design. Then, like the Year 7s, they had a chance to go off site and explore Port 
Lympne. 

The Year 12s saw a more study 
based activities week, with the IB 

group having five days off timetable 
to begin writing their Extended Essay, 

making great progress with their essay 
planning and writing.  They will be in a 
good position to meet their September 

deadline. For the A-level group, subject 
specific drop in clinics were run to 

provide extra support. Additionally, UCAS 
meetings were run to help the Year 12s 
make university choices and plan their 

future. 

All in all, activities week was a very 
successful and enjoyable endeavour, with 

each year group engaging in a range of 
beneficial activities. 

ACTIVITIES WEEK
BY LAURA JEWSBURY 

ECO-WARRIORS COMMITTEE

In June, Year 9 heard the powerful and moving testimony of Holocaust survivor Paula Zeff. 
She was born in Holland in September 1939, and when she was 2, her family attempted to 

flee Nazi-occupied Holland for Switzerland, though her parents were captured at the border 
and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau and murdered. 

After this tragic event, she lived with her grandmother, then her sister, before living with a 
brave family who volunteered to take her in and hide her. They had seven children, all much 

older than Paula, though they were very kind and welcoming. After the war, when it was clear 
what had happened to her family, Paula’s uncle arranged for her to move and live with her 

family in England, where she is now 
married with three children, and seven 

grandchildren. 

Her moving testimony was a very 
educational experience for the Year 

9s, who found hearing from a survivor 
particularly harrowing. Many thanks to Ms 
Kenmir for organising this important event. 
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OLD CANTERBURIANS

There have been many amazing achievements in the Old Canterburians Community         
recently. We are so proud of all the success achieved by the following Canterburians, and 
their contributions back to the school community. 

Dr. Tim Westlake, Chief Operating Officer at 
Sussex University, visited and delivered a 
very helpful and informative workshop on 
university admissions to the Year 12 students 
in the Great Hall this term, in order to help 
them prepare for  their university applications 
next term. 

Congratulations to Grace Balsdon, who has been 
‘selected’ for the hockey team to represent Team 
GB at the upcoming Tokyo Olympic Games. We 
are sending all our support during the Games - 
best of luck! 

Starting as a lockdown project, the Charities Committee has gathered over 20 recipes originating from all 
over the world and created a stunning front cover for the Kent College International Cookbook. This hugely 
collaborative project involving both staff and pupils was organised in support of Porchlight, Kent’s largest 
charity for homeless and vulnerable people, and was a great success. It is available at the School Office.

CHARITIES

The Charities Committee has organised some simply fantastic events this term in support of an array of 
charities, all while strictly sticking to the government guidelines for Covid-19. With the collaboration of the 
Junior School, Senior School and staff, an amazing grand total of £18,000 was raised. Determination to help 
others was key in achieving this impressive figure as we have continued to persevere despite the challeng-
ing circumstances we face. Well done to everyone in your efforts, this has been a particularly rewarding 
term.

The clouds parted and allowed the glorious Summer 
sun to beam down on the Junior and Senior Schools’ 
bake sales. The event was in support of the Worldwide 
Fund for Nature and the results were tremendous, as 
£330 was raised in support of the charity. A big thanks 
goes to everyone who baked and donated the cakes 
and to our volunteers for their time.

BY LILY VIGOR
YR 12 

Mr Ross took on the virtual ‘My London to Paris’ 
cycling challenge to raise money for Blood Can-
cer UK.This event has raised over £120,000 to in-
vest in crucial life changing research.After reach-
ing the 300 mile target by the second weekend, 
he pedalled on in heavy downpours, gusty winds 
and occasionally some sunshine, to accumulate 
a total of 850 miles, and raise a massive £1,238.

Mr Ross says “The weather conditions during 
May were far from ideal, but riding the challenge 
was an amazing journey and I enjoyed riding 
(almost!) every mile. I’ve seen a bit more of the 
beautiful county we live in, increased my fitness 
and, most importantly, was constantly spurred 
on knowing the difference I was making to those 
affected by blood cancer. Thank you to everyone 
for your incredible support and generosity.”

OLD CANTERBURIANS

Congratulations to 
Mimi Webb, who 
recently reached 
number 17 on the UK 
official charts for her 
song ‘Good Without’, 
which included a  debut 
performance on the 
Ellen Show. This is the 
start of a very promising 
career, and we wish her 
all the best.
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ART BY MRS MARIE MONTAGUE AND MR 
MARTIN COX

 

At the end of a very busy year, we normally look forward to holding our wonderful Summer Exhibi-
tion, where parents, friends and the school community are invited to a private view to celebrate the 
fabulous and diverse work of our AS, A Level and IB students. However, this has not been possible 
this year, so we have had to adapt to be able to continue to celebrate their art. 
We put together a virtual exhibition, which was shared with the school in a chapel presentation on 
the YouTube channel. This was so well received that we may make it an annual event! A selection 
of work has also been displayed in the Great Hall, so that as many people as possible could enjoy 
the exceptional hard work of our students. 
We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all of our Artists for all of their hard work, and 
wish them well with the next stage of their artistic journey.

REMEMBERING JOHN BURNAGE
BY DR LAMPER 

It is with great sadness and sense of loss that we record that Mr John Burnage 
passed away on 11 June 2021.

Mr Burnage was born and raised in Sharlston, Wakefield, West Yorkshire: a 
mining village; his father and grandfather were coal miners and his mother a 
housewife. He regarded himself as “a very proud Yorkshireman“.  His passions 
were in sport and, in particular, rugby. He had a lifetime of playing rugby and 
he coached and selected for the England U16 team. His own involvement in 
sport saw him represent both Leeds University and Loughborough University 
prior to playing professionally for Leeds RLFC. One of his fondest memories 
was the time he played for the Yorkshire U18 rugby team in Pontypridd Wales 
alongside his identical twin brother against the Welsh team with 10,000 spec-
tators. Aside from his interest in rugby he enjoyed most sports (but not foot-
ball), travelling and playing golf.

He made his “big move south“ in September 1995 to take up the post of Head of Boys’ PE and Games. He 
brought with him his wife Hilary, and his sons, Andrew and Christopher. He also brought expertise in cricket and 
rugby, which has enabled some Canterburians to develop to the top level as international sports players and 
many more to retain a lifelong love of sport.

Over 23 years of excellent service to Kent College until his retirement in 2018, he demonstrated a commitment 
which was reflected in his developing career. In September 1996 John and Hilary became House Parents (and 
a great team) at School House, providing a “home from home“ for our boarders. In 1998 John became Head 
of PE and Games for all of the students at Kent College. His successful career at Kent College continued as he 
returned to additional pastoral roles, and became Head of Middle School in 2003, moving on as Head of Sixth 
Form and Careers in 2008. In 2016 he joined senior management and his excellent leadership of the pastoral 
team was much appreciated. He also was a successful teacher of Maths, and returned to KC after his retirement 
to continue to coach teams.

Generations of young Canterburians have cause to thank John for his guidance and support as boarders in 
School House, or as students preparing for their GCSEs when he was Head of Middle School, or indeed in 
preparing for A-levels or IB as he took on the Sixth Form. John’s responsibilities also guided students as they 
moved on from Kent College through his work as Careers Advisor and also in preparing UCAS and other refer-
ences for higher education. Amongst John’s excellent qualities was his easy relationship with the young people 
in his care. His patience with our students and his obvious interest in them was greatly valued. Certainly this was 
an approach which has benefited many youngsters on their journey through and beyond Kent College. The KC 
community will miss him greatly.
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SPORTS EVENTS

AUTHOR VISITS
In May, the Juniors celebrated KC Book Day, a special event 
to celebrate all things bookish. With the theme of ‘Kentish 
Classic Literature’, there were three wonderful author visits. 
Years 5 and 6 walked to Lucy Strange about her new book 
‘The Ghost of Gosswater’, and Year 6 participated in a creative 
writing workshop. Additionally, Years 1 to 4 had a special 
assembly from our Author in Residence, Kate Spillett, about 
her new books ‘Rupert is on a Mission!’ and ‘William has a 
Cunning Plan!’, inspired by her rescued ponies. Year 4 also 
participated in a wonderful workshop. The children also had 
the opportunity to dress up as their favourite book characters, 
making a wonderfully creative day for everyone involved!

JUNIOR SCHOOL
Sports Day took an adapted form this year, with the first 
ever instance of two separate Sports Days. Years 1 to 3’s 
day took place separately from Year 4 to 6’s, though this 
did not prevent it from being a wonderful and enjoyable 
event.  
Though the weather for Early Years Sports Day was a bit 
wet and dreary, it was full of smiles and fun! 
Both events were great shows and it was wonderful 
to see all the parents and grandparents as well as the 
determination of the students.

Illustrator Esther Coombs has completed the 
illustrations of the children’s whole school art 
project that took place on 6 May - KC Book Day. 
Her wonderful artwork and watercolour palettes 
have brought the children’s imaginative characters 
to life, with unique scenery of trees and insect 
characters a-plenty. Our talented art students 
have produced a wonderful story, which is now on 
display in the Junior School Library.

GET CAUGHT READING
A wonderfully creative photography competition took place in June, judged by the Senior 
School Art Department. With the brief ‘Get Caught Reading’, all of the entries were fantastic, 

though in first place was Jack from 4SL, second was the 4SL English set and in third was Elisa 
from 3LJ. Congratulations to everyone involved!

ART PROJECT

There have been a wonderful variety of events at the Junior School this term. From the KC 
Book Day to Activities Week events, it has been an energetic and fun term. Excitingly, the 
area known has ‘The Dell’ has been replaced with a new outdoor learning environment and 
Amphitheatre, which is sure to host many wonderful events and experiences. Overall, this 
has been a fantastic and thoroughly enjoyable summer.
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It has been wonderful to hear KC Junior School buzzing with so many musical events  again this term. Our KS2 Young 
Musicians of the Year concerts included 78 solo performances and we were delighted to welcome Mr Julian Ross to 
adjudicate and award  the certificates to our talented young performers. KS1 held an in-house concert and we enjoyed 
listening to 30 of our youngest musicians, many of them making their debut performances, on piano, violin, drums, 
guitar and singing. We were only able to have reduced audiences due to Covid restrictions, so we put on three identical 
concerts showcasing our Orchestra, KS2 Choir, KS1 Choir, Choristers, Stringhetti and Bizarre Guitars. The opportunity 
to perform the pieces several times was actually a bonus. It was truly thrilling to have a live audience again and, from 
their reaction, the audience thought so too!

CONCERTS

THE CHORISTERS
Friday 4th June marked a very special day for our Choristers. 
The first time they were able  to sing together in a Live 
Performance for 15 months. The fact that this was Choral 
Evensong and the venue was Canterbury Cathedral made 
this all the more exciting.  Services have been sung every 
day in the cathedral for 700 years, but during the  pandemic 
there have been many restrictions and so to fill this vast 
space with the sound of our Choristers was truly wonderful. 
The Cathedral was filled to Covid capacity and the  service 
was also Live streamed on Youtube where over 2,500 
people have watched it  from all over the world, and is still 
available. Music included Responses by Cowgill (beautifully 
cantored by Poppy, Annabelle and Robyn), Canticles in C 
minor by Dyson and the anthem was Light of the Lonely 
Pilgrim’s heart by Peter Nardone.

We are also delighted to announce that, two of our 
Choristers have been accepted into the Cathedral Girls’ 
Choir. Many congratulations to Poppy and Robyn for  this 
great achievement. They join an impressive list of Kent 
College Choristers who have  been part of this choir since it 
was founded in 2014.

MUSIC EVENTS


