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By DAVID LAMPER EXECUTIVE HEAD

The rapid roll out of the Covid Vaccines in the UK meant that school could return in September without the restrictions and 
‘bubbling’ of September 2020, even though the infection rate in the community was much higher. It was good to have as many 
things back to normal - although we have continued to be cautious and vigilant and took action when and where necessary to 
keep everyone safe. As I write, some safety measures are being reintroduced to deal with the latest Omicron variant of the virus 
and a vaccine booster programme is being implemented.

The school has certainly ‘bounced back’ after the enforced closures of last year, and even though many ‘visits’ to the school 
last year had to be virtual, boarding houses are full, and day student numbers have burgeoned - possibly because of the 
successful navigation through the difficulties and the quality of the online provision during the lockdowns. Our Senior School 
Open Morning in October was a huge success with families representing the widest range of schools we have seen interested 
in applying for places in years 7, 9 and 12. The number of students across Kent College reached 800 for the first time in its 
130 year history.

Following a Spring term of remote teaching and learning there was a lot of work involved for both teachers and students in 
compiling robust evidence for ‘Teacher Assessed Grades’ which replaced GCSEs, A levels and IB exams. As ever, the teachers 
supported the students well and outcomes were as good as usual, with 100% pass rates, 55% of A level grades at A*-A, and 
76% at A*-B. At GCSE, 96% were awarded 5 top grades including Maths and English, with 67% at the highest grades. Kent 
College maintained its position as a leading UK school for the IB Diploma with an average of 39 points (equivalent to A*,A*,A).

I continue to be most grateful to my colleagues for their adaptability and determination to make things work throughout this 
extraordinary time, to the students for their flexibility and enthusiasm, and also the parents and guardians for their unstinting 
support.

We have restructured Pastoral Care, moving from an horizontal structure of Heads of Year to a vertical pastoral House 
structure which will enhance continuity of care, further develop relationships with families, and raise the profile of the four 
houses: Augustine, Becket, Chaucer and Marlowe. The new structure is a positive response to the recent Ofsted report on 
safeguarding issues and the ‘Everyone’s Invited’ movement. We have created a ‘Pastoral Hub’ where all Heads of House will 
be based.

New staff appointments this term include:

Head of Chemistry - Mrs Rohini Chohan-Carpenter has joined us from Battle Abbey School where she was Head of Chemistry

Teacher of EAL - Miss Claudia Albertini previously was employed by Pearsons, Edexcel where she was an IGCSE Examiner, 
previously she was Head of IGCSE at CATS College, Canterbury.

Teacher of Geography - Miss Georgia Bailey has joined us from Fort Pitt Grammar School, Chatham where she 
was Teacher of Geography and Religious Studies.

Teacher of Music Technology (part time) - Mr Paul Bourdillon was Subject Leader for Music at St 
Edmunds School in Dover. Paul has worked at KC before from 2007-2010 and at KC Dubai 2016-2020.

Teacher of English - Mrs Kitty Myers, has a background in acting and teaching English.



3

Teacher of Biology - Mr Nathan Mojon has worked as a Teacher in Thailand for the last 3 years.

Reverend Alison Walker will join KC as School Chaplain from September 2022. When Rev Dr Paul Glass will move on to his next station. 
Alison’s current role is Circuit Presbyter for the Methodist Church, she is currently working for the Cambridge Circuit.

Mr Dan Bennett will join us as Senior Teacher Pastoral from January 2022. Dan joins us from King Ethelbert School where he is currently 
Senior Teacher, Head of Year and Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). He also supports and advises the DSLs for each of the schools in 
the academy chain.

Interim Bursar - Following the departure of the Bursar, Mrs Sarah Guri in September, Mr Chris Joy has returned to Kent College for a 
temporary period. Chris has knowledge and experience of KC having worked here for 19 years, with some 13 of those on the Senior Team.

For up to date media and notices please follow us on social media:
My Twitter page, Kent College Twitter page, Kent College Facebook and Kent College Instagram page

As  you know, I will be retiring from my post as Executive Head of Kent College at the end of December 2021, and the new Head, Mr 
Mark Turnbull (presently Head at Giggleswick School) will start in January. By that time, it will have been my privilege to serve the College 
for over 14 years. There is so much in that time which makes me feel proud of my association: The school has doubled in size over this 
period; Outcomes for our inclusive intake now compare positively with local grammars and selective independent schools; Kent College is 
now recognised by many as a leading UK school; A variety of pathways is offered, including the introduction of IB Diploma and vocational 
qualifications; Many students have bespoke arrangements to support their education; Successive inspections have found all parts of the 
College to be excellent in every aspect; Student teams have won national honours in sports, music and academic pursuits; The senior team 
won TES  SLT of the year and many colleagues’ careers have been developed; The school sites now show a good level of investment and 
maintenance; We have extended the reach of the school with the opening of Garden Cottage Nursery; Kent College Dubai opened in 2016 
and continues to grow and reflect the ethos of the home school; Plans continue for openings of Kent College in Hong Kong and Cairo; New 
opportunities are presented by further development of the International Study Centre and remote learning; I have directed and/or musically 
directed 3 shows, The Great Hall has been successfully added to the campus and many areas have been developed and enhanced.

Most importantly the integrity of the Methodist values of Kent College have endured and emerged more strongly as the distinctive elements 
of the school and its satellite operations.

It has been my pleasure to work with some 60 or so governors (and 3 Chairs) over the period and I believe the governing body is now in its 
strongest position to oversee the succession. It has also been good to work as part of MIST (Methodist Independent Schools Trust)  and I 
have been grateful for the opportunities to work with other schools and in setting up a national Multi Academy Trust as the founding CEO.

I have been lucky to work with an inspirational group of teachers and support staff, who are happy to go ‘the extra mile’ to support every 
child in our care. 2020/1 have been  extraordinary years, but if I reflect on my 22 years of headship, I believe that there has not been a single 
year which one might describe as ‘straightforward’.

My thanks to you: colleagues, students, past students and families for everything you have done to continue the success of Kent College. 
KC has provided a happy home and life for Carolyn and I, and a wonderful education for our boys, Barnaby and Hugo. Kent College will 
remain close to our hearts in the future.

I wish you all the best for a safe and healthy Christmas and a bright and happy New Year.

Dr David Lamper, Executive Head
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EDITOR’S COLUMN

By DAISY O’CONNOR
Year 13

Though this term has not been without its challenges, it has been fantastic to see the return of some of our Though this term has not been without its challenges, it has been fantastic to see the return of some of our 
favourite events, including the magical Carol Services, and the spectacular drama production of ‘My Fair favourite events, including the magical Carol Services, and the spectacular drama production of ‘My Fair 
Lady’ earlier in the term. It has been fantastic to see such events happen again, not to mention the House Lady’ earlier in the term. It has been fantastic to see such events happen again, not to mention the House 
Cross Country and Christmas Play. Looking back on this term, I am excited to see the return of some well-Cross Country and Christmas Play. Looking back on this term, I am excited to see the return of some well-
loved events in a safe manner, which sometimes required adaptability and resilience from the community. loved events in a safe manner, which sometimes required adaptability and resilience from the community. 
As the school continues to grow and develop, so does its strength as a community. As the school continues to grow and develop, so does its strength as a community. 

Within the KC Times, we have expanded the team of writers to include those from many years, but also Within the KC Times, we have expanded the team of writers to include those from many years, but also 
added a new Co-Editor - Grace Almond. I am very happy to welcome all of the new members of the team, added a new Co-Editor - Grace Almond. I am very happy to welcome all of the new members of the team, 
and look forward to working with them more.  A significant change at the end of this term is the retirement and look forward to working with them more.  A significant change at the end of this term is the retirement 
of Dr Lamper as Executive Head. We thank him for all his years of service to the school, and welcome Mr of Dr Lamper as Executive Head. We thank him for all his years of service to the school, and welcome Mr 
Turnbull in the New Year.  Turnbull in the New Year.  

After an eventful and great term, I wish everyone a Happy New Year. After an eventful and great term, I wish everyone a Happy New Year. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF

In November, we entered two teams into the first 
round of the ESU Public Speaking Competition. Both 
teams performed exceptionally and well done to all 
participants - Florence Clarke, Electra Kolb, Grace 
Almond, Anna Hagan, Lara Modi and Katie Jewsbury. 
However a special congratulations to Anna, Lara and 
Katie’s team for progressing to the Regional Finals.  
Mrs White was very proud of everyone taking part!

KENT COLLEGE NEWS

Open Day took place in early 
October, and had a record 
number of families attending.  
Every department pulled out 
all the stops, and notably with 
excerpts from ‘My Fair Lady’ 
and a talk from Grace Balsdon, 
Old Canterburian and Olympic 
Bronze medal winner. Over 
300 people attended, and the 
glowing feedback received was 
a great reflection of all the efforts 
of students and staff.

OPEN DAY

In October, Year 12 and 13 English students had the opportunity to attend the Globe 
Theatre’s production of Romeo and Juliet. This version was a modern interpretation 
which in such a historic setting really brought the play to light. All the students enjoyed 
themselves immensely and it was overall an an eventful and exciting evening. 

BOARDERS TRIP

PUBLIC SPEAKING 
COMPETITION

ROMEO AND JULIET TRIP



5

Sara Scrivens, who is in Year 8, did 
extraordinarily well in her recent swimming 
competition, gaining four silver medals and 
one gold medal across various categories. 
Congratulations Sara!

The un-baa-lieveable Carols on the Farm service included several classic carols, such as ‘Silent Night’ and 
‘Hark the Herald Anges Sing’. Several Junior School children were dressed in nativity costumes, and were 
positioned around a manger and a barn. While these carols were going on, visitors were welcomed to meet 
the variety of animals at the farm in their festive pens. After the carols, Dr Glass and his puppets talked 
about the true meaning of Christmas, before wishing the audience a happy, healthy festive season.

CAROLS ON THE FARM - by Rory 

Boarders enjoy a range of activities at weekends 
and trips and experiences are a favourite part of 
that. This year’s programme started with a trip 
to Thorpe Park - with lots of rides to enjoy and 
cuddly toys to be won! 

BOARDERS TRIP

SWIMMING
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Sport is an extremely important part of Kent 
College and this year has seen the welcome 
return of competitive fixtures across all 
age groups. Everyone who has had the 
opportunity to represent the school this 
term has performed magnificently and has 
worn the Kent College shirt with pride. This 
year saw football as the main Autumn 
sport for the first time and notable wins 
against St Edmunds, Canterbury High 
and Brentwood School underlined the 
school’s incredible potential. The U12 
and U13 teams had very successful 
runs in the Kent Cup, with the U15’s 
through to the next round of the ESFA 
National Cup which will take place 
next term. Standout performers this 
term were Jai Nwosu, Zach Brown, Charlie Phillips, Alex Redman, and Jago Mitford-
Slade. After a pre-season trip for both the 1st XI football and hockey teams, the girls’ 
hockey programme has continued to flourish across all age groups. The U12 and U13 
teams both finished 3rd in the Kent County Cup which was a huge achievement. The 
1st XI finished 2nd in the Kent league, 3rd in the Mel Clewlow Cup.
A number of our students have flourished outside of the school sports programme 
and have continued to showcase the talent that KC possesses. In Rugby Abigail 
Pritchard was accepted into the Wasps Performance centre, netball saw Scarlet 
Lygo, Dani Coles, Bethany Darling Varrell and Liv Bywater all represent the Kent 
county team, with Scarlet and Abigail also representing London Pulse. Hockey 
has seen a number of students make it through to the performance centre such 
as Hugo and Tilly Corteen- Coleman, Charlie Jain and Lottie McDonnell. We have 
also had a number of students who have represented Canterbury Hockey club in 

the National league, most notably Ella Jain who represented the Womens 1st XI. The 
sports department would like to award award colours to our standout performers 
across the main sports this term. Colours are not just awarded for those who are 

standout performers in their chosen sport, but for those who show a willingness 
to contribute to school sport and its culture, demonstrate leadership qualities and 
represent KC with pride and integrity. Half Colours are available to students years 7-10 

and Full Colours to those in years 11-13. This term Tilly Corteen-Coleman and Rachel 
Fairclough have been awarded half Colours with Molly Paterson, Emily Clapham, Keira 
Papper, Liv Phillips, Ella Jain, Alex Redman, Jago Mitford Slade, and Dan Townsend 

receiving full Colours.
This term also saw the house cross country event which saw every student in the 
school take part. It was amazing to see every student fully invested in the day and it 

was eventually won by a jubilant Augustine. House sporting events and the development 
sports are extremely important to the school sport programme and thank you to everyone 
who has taken part. I wish you all a restful New Year and look forward to welcoming you 
all back to the sports programme in 2022!

BY MR WREN

SPORTS
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As headline sponsors for the festival, our Great Hall held 
many fantastic performances for the renowned festival. From 
opera to critically acclaimed Mozart symphonies, various 
popular acts performed in the hall throughout the half term, 
including Barbara Dickson  (Scotland’s best-selling female 
album artist) accompanied by musician Nick Holland on 
opening night. While the festival continued throughout half 

term, Kent College once again had the honour of hosting 
another fascinating event. Led by zoologist and wildlife TV 
presenter Megan McCubbin, the “Living Wild, Weird and 
Wonderful” lecture gave inspiring insight to new research 
and protection of our natural (and often bizarre) environment. 
In conjunction with the Environmental Committee’s goal 

aspirations to reach carbon zero by 2030, McCubbin’s talk was 
an incredibly impactful and informative experience, setting the 
scene for the years to come.

CANTERBURY FESTIVAL BY THERESA
YR 12
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DRAMA

KENT COLLEGE STORIES

It has been a busy term in the Drama department with both performances 
and exams. The first event of the year was in collaboration with the music 
department to put on, what was a truly fabulous, production of ‘My 
Fair Lady’ the musical. It featured many talented students from Year 
10 - Year 13 and was an enormous success, with the feedback from 
the KC community being overwhelmingly positive. The Junior Drama 
Club, nearly 40 strong, delivered an equally entertaining production 
of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Pantomime’, written and directed by 
our very own Mr Smith, ably assisted by Jessica Crow and Max 
Wright. There were notable performances from several of our 
younger performers and we were delighted to have them return 
to live theatre performances. LAMDA students have been busy 
preparing for their first exams which take place after Christmas. 
The Year 11 and Y13 drama devised performances saw students 

demonstrating their creative autonomy in producing some 
inspiring pieces of theatre. Next 

term brings our annual House 
Drama performance and if you 

haven’t already signed up, speak 
to your House Drama prefect - it is 

open to any students with an interest 
in drama between Y7-9.
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MUSIC
Once again, we arrive at the end of another very busy term of music making. It has been a particularly important 
time as we saw the resumption of so many ensembles and activities that were unable to take place last year. In 
particular it has been great to welcome students back to the Senior Choir, Orchestra, Concert Band, Jazz Band 
and Lower School Choir,  as well as many of the smaller groups. It has also been great to see the formation of a 
new guitar ensemble who have already given two important performances.

Looking back to the beginning of the term, after just 4 weeks of rehearsal, ‘My Fair Lady’ was staged over four 
public performances. As well as some splendid solo and chorus singing, several pupils had the opportunity to 
play in the orchestra for the show. Well done to the very many of you involved!
Just before half term there were two important events in the Canterbury Festival: The Festival Bursary Compe-
tition Final, hosted some exceptionally talented musicians selected from across the whole county and Hunter in 
year 10 was one of those, performing really impressively  in front of a distinguished panel of adjudicators.  Also 
the choristers performed as part of the Festival’s community project, ‘Beautiful Noise’ and led a splendid Choral 
Evensong at Rochester Cathedral.
 
Sedecim have also had a very successful term, which has included singing at a few live school chapels once 
again on a Friday morning, and leading a very atmospheric Advent Carol 
Service  in the Great Hall. Along with Laura in Year 13, who sounded the 
Last Post on her trumpet with real style, the choir also performed beauti-
fully at the poignant Remembrance Day service. 
 
Just after half term the Piano Festival took place, brilliantly organised by 
Mrs Bailie and after so many excellent performances across two ses-
sions, our young pianists were treated to some very thought provoking 
advice from visiting adjudicator, Nancy Litten. 
The Lower School Teatime Concert in Novem-
ber also displayed much emerging talent at 
the younger end of the school and it was great 
to hear so many really polished performances 
from pupils new to the Senior School in Year 7.
 
Whilst we were disappointed not to be able to 
stage a full ‘Joy to the World’ Concert this term, 
some of the instrumental ensembles have put 
together a short video of excerpts of the music 
due to be performed on that occasion. 

The term ended with a very special Carol Service in the unique setting of Canterbury Cathedral. It was quite thrill-
ing to have a combined choir of over 100 singers and if you weren’t able to attend this year, you can of  course 

still enjoy the YouTube video from the live stream. 

Well done to all who have had any involvement in the busy 
and successful musical programme this term. Everyone in 
the music department wishes you a Merry Christmas and 
we look forward to starting preparations on the major choral 
works for the Spring Concert and the summer opera when 
we return in January.

BY MR ROSS
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10 MINUTES WITH DR LAMPER

I’ve been thinking about this but I don’t think there’s one great 
momentous event, but lots of little delights. Almost every day - so, 
when a student gets the university they want, when somebody 
achieves something against the odds, you know, a shy student 
who’s performing on the stage, somebody who’s struggling in 
class who shines on the sports field, when a colleague has a 
breakthrough with a class they’ve been struggling with. There 
are so many positive things, it’s almost a daily thing and that 
accumulation of things is the most wonderful thing from working 
in the school community.

What is the most memorable moment of your time 
as headmaster?

I think the achievements here are down to the work of not me but many dedicated colleagues 
and the student body, so that’s important to say. And I guess some of the most important things 
have been the introduction of the IB diploma 12 years ago. That’s changed the way that teaching 
and learning have been taking place in the school. It’s brought great diversity to the community, 
brought in a lot of bright European and bright UK students. 

But alongside introducing the IB we introduced vocational subjects for the first time, and the 
idea was that there would be a pathway for everyone at KC - I think it’s really important for this 
community that we’re an inclusive school and that everyone will find a way through that suits 
them. But I think also another important thing that I’m proud of, that the school has achieved, is 
the gradual improvement of results across the board. So GCSE results have improved, A-Level 
results have improved, C-techs, those vocational qualifications, and IB, so that often KC is rated 
in the top schools in the UK. And its often the only inclusive school in that list, which is very 
exciting. It’s non selective, and you put it alongside these very selective schools, some of them 
not so far away. And then I also think that the school is very good at, and I’m very proud of, 
creating an environment here where students have lots of opportunities to shine. 

You think about - it’s in every area - the National Championships, where students have been 
national championship winners in sport, particularly hockey, and the national finals they’ve got 
through over time. And the national choir competitions that we’ve won and we’ve been finalists 
in. Art exhibitions where students have had pieces of art shown nationally. We’ve got through to 
enterprise finals nationally, we’ve been winners of engineering competitions nationally. Drama 
competitions, public speaking competitions. What makes me proud is Kent College is a school 
that doesn’t specialise in one area, it’s not a performing arts school, it’s not a sports school, but 
it’s a school where students are allowed to find their talents and they get lots of opportunities to 
try those talents out at the highest level.

What three things are you most proud of achieving 
during your role at Kent College?

A lot can change in fourteen years, as Dr Lamper reveals. Kent College has doubled in size 
since 2007, leading to significant changes. While being beneficial in many areas, he warns 
of the difficulties when it comes to maintaining a close community in a large school. The 
Kent College family has also grown elsewhere; Kent College Dubai opened in 2016 and 
the ‘Garden Cottage’ nursery was started at the Junior School in 2018. Kent College Hong 
Kong has already started online, and another school in West Cairo is due to start next 
year, which Dr. Lamper looks forward to helping with in his retirement. 

The end of this term marks the end of Dr. David Lamper’s time leading the Kent College family of 
schools. Serving fourteen years in this position, Dr. Lamper has overseen significant growth in 
all aspects of the school - from opening up abroad to welcoming double the number of students, 
he has inspired and encouraged many across the world in his work.  In an interview of only ten 
minutes, it seems impossible to sum up fourteen years.
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Having taken the school through the difficulties of the pandemic we still face today, Dr. Lamper 
looks back on the past couple of years as ‘really tough’ for all those working in the community 
and education as a whole. Despite all the problems encountered, he talks about how things such 
as technological advancements within the staff and the introduction of smaller groups within the 
school have been a learning point. Following on from the ‘bubble system’ put in place last year, 
the new house system has allowed for the school to replicate those same smaller units within the 
school, which Dr. Lamper says helped many students to ‘feel more confident in their environment’. 

The question of regrets over his time of leadership seems to be one he does not dwell on. Dr. 
Lamper says he considers everything he does as a learning experience, something to be improved 
on the next time around. An important part of being a leader is said by him to be adaptability, and 
the capacity to learn from mistakes. Continuing the idea of leadership, Dr. Lamper highlights how 
everyone will want different things from a leader, and so the inclusion of the entire community’s 
needs is fundamental to success. He sees leadership as an opportunity to ‘inspire other people 
to lead’, taking an expression he learned from his time working on his doctoral studies as critical 
to his career: when something goes right, a good leader looks out of the window and praises 
their community,  but when something goes wrong, he looks in the mirror. Dr. Lamper sees this as 
paramount, asking himself ‘what can I do differently if something goes wrong, and who else can 
I help to praise and encourage when something goes well?’. 

How did you find working so closely with the pupils in productions and being so 
involved with the music in the school?

And Can It Be was one of the shows - and I wrote it, of course, as well as musically directed it - and before 
that, in 2011, I musically directed and stage directed Les Miserables, and before that I did the stage direction 
for Annie when it looked like it was going to be cancelled, about 2008 I think, or 2009. I got to conduct the 
orchestra once in a spring concert as well, we did Mars from Holst of the Planets. It’s been lovely to be invited 
occasionally, I tried not to step on the toes of the music department, but music of course is my background. 
It’s always very exciting, it’s a special treat when you get to work alongside the students and you’re not in a 
traditional teacher-pupil role. And I think that’s a really exciting thing - so it was great to work on And Can It 
Be with the students, and working alongside them rather than teacher-pupil is always very exciting, and you 
get to work creatively as well.

What’s your favourite thing about KC?

AN INTERVIEW WITH OUR LEAVING HEADMASTER

I think it’s the rhythm of school life. You know, one of the clever things in the Harry Potter series is 
that the books have these things that punctuate them which are part of the school life - which is why 
I like reading them, and why my children enjoyed reading them as well. And I’ll miss that at KC, and 
I love the way the community changes every year. My wife and I have seen some of the students 
here grow from nursery right through, in our time, and, every year, you’re sitting in a different place 
in the Great Hall or Chapel, as it was. The students place’s change, the student committee changes. 
And I’ll also miss the events which mark the passing of each year. You know, I love this time of year, 
the Christmas Carol service, and you know, one of the things to remember is that it’s part of my role 
to look after the Junior School as well, so the school Nativity, I love those every year - when they all 
dress up with tea towels on their heads. Sports tournaments, Speech Day, all of those things which 
punctuate the year and give it a rhythm. I think it’s rather special that in a job like this, two days are 
never the same. For a teacher, for anyone working in a school, that’s really true - it’s not like going to 
the office and doing the same thing every day, so I like that. 

As our headmaster leaves after fourteen years of service , the question of what memory he wants to 
leave behind leads Dr Lamper to a certain answer. He says he’d ‘like people to think about it as a time 
in the school where they had the opportunity to grow personally’, in both the talents of the students 
and the staff. Dr. Lamper sums up his fourteen years at Kent College as ‘a time of opportunity and a 
time of growth’. As he leaves, he wants to leave the community with an eagerness for learning and 
an appreciation for all aspects of education. The interview is summed up with a message for those 
still here - ‘make the most of it, take every opportunity you can, and relish and enjoy and delight in 
those things everyday’. As Kent College enters its next chapter of leadership, we can take with us the 
same high regard for learning both in and out of the classroom. We are all immensely grateful for Dr. 
Lamper’s service to the school and the inspiration he has been to the Kent College family and now 
across the world!
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PLOUGHING MATCH
Recently at Kent College four students, including ourselves, went with the farm to the Kent Ploughing Match. 
Whilst we were there we visited many different stalls with food, and of course freebies, watched some friendly 
competition and had lots of fun. We arrived mid-morning to be greeted by an array of many marquees set up all 
around a large marked off square surrounded by a rope. Soon enough this square shaped area was filled with 
terrier racing, birds of prey and even a little bit of drag hunting, however these activities couldn’t have been going on 
all the time so, whilst they were setting up for the next one we would go round the other stalls and see what goodies 
we could buy and what freebies we could find. 
Throughout the day we would get nurseries, primary schools and sometimes just 
ordinary people looking around the stalls and eventually reaching the Kent College 
one, and of course we welcomed this with open arms, letting people touch the animals 
and even hold a guinea pig, rabbit or chicken. We also had a horse with us and even 
when our marquee blew over near the end of the day, he stayed calm and friendly. 
With the nurseries that came around to our stall we didn’t get a chance to let all of 
them hold the animals, however we did offer each person a stroke of a guinea pig. 
Nearing the end of the day all of the schools and most of the people had gone back 
home and so to finish off we, the four students, were allowed to venture around some 
of the stalls and even buy a few things with some money we had brought, we even 
managed a freshly cooked pizza each. 
Along with a pizza we were all provided with food at lunch-time and some cookies for 
snacks, oh and how could we forget the brownies we found at one of the many stalls?

FARM MANAGER INTERVIEW
Sam joined us this year at Kent College as our new Farm Manager and so far has done a marvellous job 
of running multiple extracurricular activities and coming up with some great ideas for the farm’s future. 

Where have you worked before you came to KC? 

I spent some years working in West Sussex where I was milking 
cows. Then after that I became a sales rep where I was giving farmers 
advice on medicine and also feed. A couple years later, I became a 
teacher and head shepherd at Hadlow College. After working for 7 
years there, I wanted to continue my work with young people while 
also fulfilling my dream of running my own farm. 

What animals do we have at the farm? 

There are nearly 100 animals in total with: 50 sheep, 8 cows, 8 
calves, 2 sows, 1 boar, 8 rabbits, 3 guinea pigs, 20 chickens and 
5 horses. 

Do you have a favourite animal and why do you like them? 

I absolutely love Max, who is one of the ponies we have here at the farm, he is so adoring and 
always sweet to anyone he meets. We also got a new flock of sheep and one of the new ones 
called princess is especially friendly to everyone who works here at the farm. 

What opportunities are there involving the farm at KC?

We are currently running 3 farm clubs, Vet club for year 11+, stable management and also 
horse riding on Sunday morning… I do hope that soon we can expand this list to try and get 
everyone involved. 

What do you envision for the farm in the coming years? 

I would love to connect the farm more with the school with some environmental projects 
and even try to offset the carbon emissions from the school buildings in a way that benefits 
the ecosystem and improves global warming. I would also love to start improving our 
herds and flocks so that the students can take them  to shows and win prizes, rosettes 
and even trophies. 

MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S PANTOBY ROBYN HOLMAN AND 
RACHEL SCHULTZ

The Mars Innovation Project organised by Mr Phillips, Mr Coleman, Mr Champion, Mrs Bailey and 
Mr Cloke is a big success. The project is the topic of the Year 7 and 8 Innovation classes. The goal 
of this project is so that students can improve in areas of communication or group learning that they 

were weaker at before. They aim to knit together the pupil’s strengths and weaknesses, creating a 
better air of confidence and knowledge of ability. The main areas they are trying to string together are 

as follows: confidence, creativity, independance, teamwork, confidence (In speaking & leading) as well 
as helping students to realise where they feel most confident when working in a team. So what happens 
in a typical Innovation lesson for Year 7 and 8? Well, no Innovation lesson is quite the same, with some 

lessons involving major group discussions for the next step, while others relate more to students getting 
on with a 45 minute task, such as when they designed a poster to advertise life on Mars. Many of the staff 

listed above have worked together to create videos for the pupils to watch and base ideas off of. Aside 
from the project, what is Innovation? Well, Innovation is a completely unique subject from any other class. 

It is a combination of philosophy or debating, combined with DT and Art. It tackles growing problems in our 
communities and the world, as well as educating people on how they can help and come up with solutions. 

In conclusion, The Mars Innovation project is a brilliant lesson, it educates people to tricky problems, and 
helps boost their confidence and speaking skills. 



13

This term the Junior Drama Club (years 7,8 and 9) produced, 
premiered and performed in a pantomime based on “A 
Midsummer’s Night’s Dream.” It unfolded like a pantomime 
with comical features and humorous strokes.  The story of The 
Four Lovers is the subject of this production, and is followed by 
a series of chaotic events. The centre of all this mischief was 
Puck who served as a guide throughout the piece, but also 
took part in interactions with other characters. The panto was 
fun, thrilling, exciting and an all-around pleasure to experience. 
With the many characters, sets, and plotlines, it was worth the 

wait. The engaged audience and co-ordinated claps and 
laughter encouraged excellence and a night to remember. 
The Great Hall was decked out with elaborate sets which 
captured the attention and interest of the audience and  it 
was a pleasure and delight. Parents and teachers who went 
to see the play praised the performance and stated that 
they deserved every commendation. 
I just wanted to say a special thank you to Mrs. Christian 
and Mr. Smith for putting this play together. Thank you to all 
the actors involved in this production.

MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S PANTO BY NATHAN MOSES
 

MARS ROVER PROJECT
The Mars Innovation Project organised by Mr Phillips, Mr Coleman, Mr Champion, Mrs Bailey and 
Mr Cloke is a big success. The project is the topic of the Year 7 and 8 Innovation classes. The goal 
of this project is so that students can improve in areas of communication or group learning that they 

were weaker at before. They aim to knit together the pupil’s strengths and weaknesses, creating a 
better air of confidence and knowledge of ability. The main areas they are trying to string together are 

as follows: confidence, creativity, independance, teamwork, confidence (In speaking & leading) as well 
as helping students to realise where they feel most confident when working in a team. So what happens 
in a typical Innovation lesson for Year 7 and 8? Well, no Innovation lesson is quite the same, with some 

lessons involving major group discussions for the next step, while others relate more to students getting 
on with a 45 minute task, such as when they designed a poster to advertise life on Mars. Many of the staff 

listed above have worked together to create videos for the pupils to watch and base ideas off of. Aside 
from the project, what is Innovation? Well, Innovation is a completely unique subject from any other class. 

It is a combination of philosophy or debating, combined with DT and Art. It tackles growing problems in our 
communities and the world, as well as educating people on how they can help and come up with solutions. 

In conclusion, The Mars Innovation project is a brilliant lesson, it educates people to tricky problems, and 
helps boost their confidence and speaking skills. 
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ECO WARRIORS COMMITTEE

A group of 30 hardy students and staff took part in the Hospices Santa Run on 
Herne Bay seafront in late November. They had been promised fine dry weather 
by Mr Letley for weeks but no one was expecting the Arctic blast of cold air that 
greeted them as they assembled with 400 other Santas. Spirits were high despite 
the sub zero temperatures, a steel band and aerobic warm up put everyone in the 
mood for the run ahead. Some of the hardiest Santas embarked on the longer of 
two routes. 

With beards flying in all directions, and some costumes becoming a little more 
ventilated than had been planned, the merry band set off. Cheered on by the locals 
and other bemused onlookers the team completed the run in excellent times, some 
Sanats recording personal best running achievements for a Sunday morning! The 
whole occasion was great fun, the Kent College Santas would like to extend a big 
thank you to all those that helped support the team. 
Nearly £900 was raised for the vital work of the 
Hospices in East Kent. 

Should you wish to support the incredible end 
of life care provided by the Hospices you can 

make a donation through the Kent College Santa 
JustGiving page, this can be found by searching 

directly for ‘Kent College Santa JustGiving’.

KENT COLLEGE CAIRO

Johnnie Kittermaster has recently been appointed the first Principal of Kent College 
Cairo which is currently being built and plans to open in September 2022.
He was, until recently, the Founding Head of Junior School, Malvern College Chengdu, 
Chengdu City, Sichuan, China. 
Following a very successful 5 years in the Army, Johnnie went into the teaching 
profession. He began his career at Sutton Valence Senior School before moving to 

Sutton Valence Prep School as Deputy Head. Thereafter he became the Head of 
Oakwood School in Chichester leading the school through an exceptional inspection 
improving the school in all areas.
In 2012 Johnnie was made Head of the Junior School at Repton School, Dubai where 
he was responsible for over 1500 pupils and 140 plus staff. In his final year at Repton 

he led the school to Outstanding in the KHDA and BSO 
inspections; the first time since the school’s opening 
some 5 years prior to Johnnie’s arrival.
He was appointed as the Founding Head of the Primary 
School for Malvern College Egypt which opened in 
September 2016 and now has over 500 students 
from Pre Nursery to Year 6. Johnnie went on to be 
the Founding Head of the Junior School for Malvern 
College Chengdu from October 2018.
Johnnie will take up post at Kent College Cairo West 
in January 2022 - but is already doing some work 
for the school in marketing and recruitment. 

SANTA RUN BY MR LETLEY 
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For nearly five years now, the beautiful 
and exotic trees that find a home in the
grounds of the Junior School have 
comforted me, sheltered me and made 
a foundation for the games that I play 
in my break-times. In about three 
weeks’ time I will be going to school 
in North Carolina for three and a 
half months. I am going to a small 
Quaker school in Wilmington and I 
am going to stay with my grandpa 
and my mum. Of course I am 
massively excited about this, but 
the trees in our grounds here 
have always been a special 
thing for me and I will miss 
them.

They all have their proper scientific names like the magnificent 
Sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum) but over the years my friends 

and I have come up with a pet name for every tree in the grounds such 
as the Colossal Tree, the Vast Tree, the Forbidden Undergrowth, the 

Tree with the Steps, et cetera. No doubt the generations of students 
before us and those in the future will come up with their own names 

too. I think these amazing, towering beauties need personalisation, as 
characters, not as inanimate objects that just add to the scenery.

Thomas Sidney Cooper, who built Vernon Holme, collected these trees 
from all around the globe. In planting them here, he brought together buds 

of nature and life and sent them into our grounds to forge their own paths 
through rain, dryness, snow, and heat. They are breathtaking and, because 

they provide us with oxygen, breathgiving, and we need to respect these 
fantastic flora and be thankful for them. When I come back to Canterbury in 

April, for my final term at Kent College, they will be bursting into leaf and flower 
once again.

MY FRIENDS, THE TREES BY EO PAISLEY-DAY 
YR 6
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OLD CANTERBURI-
ANS

In one word, our experience in the production of “My Fair Lady’’ could be described 
as phenomenal. An experience where we had the opportunity to work closely with 
students from all different ages, backgrounds and nationalities to create an end 
product that we could all be proud of. Overall, we did four performances of the 
classic musical “My Fair Lady”, with a wonderful array of props, set, lighting, music. 

“My Fair Lady” follows the tale of a young girl Eliza 
played by Olivia (Year 13), as she meets the renowned 
linguist, Henry Higgins, played by Augustus (Year 12). 
The story follows the two of them as they develop 
alongside a bubbly Colonel Pickering (Played by Max 
(Year 12) and their maid, Mrs Pearce (played by Jess 
(Year 12). Even though the performance was played 
by students, without the skilled directing, guidance 
and mentoring of the wonderful Drama and Music 
Departments, our efforts would have been in vain 
as the synergy between both music and drama 
unlocked our full potential as performers - pushing us 

to perform better than we ever had done before. Over 
the course of the month (and a bit) long rehearsal 
process, as a cast, we gained invaluable knowledge 
on the intricacies of “show-business” - such as the 
importance of dedication, passion as well as a sizable 
amount of hard work necessary in order to act and 
sing to our greatest potential. All we can hope for 
now, is to get back on the stage as soon as possible 
to create another night of non-stop entertainment for 
the whole Kent College community and share what 
we have learnt once again. 

MY FAIR LADY BY AUGUSTUS JACKSON, OLIVIA ALWYN 
AND MAX WRIGHT

YR 12 AND 13 
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OLD CANTERBURI-
ANS

CHARITIES

The Senior School charities committee is made up of 6th formers who meet each week to plan and run 
fund-raising events. The first task of the term was to select the charities to support this year. We try to build 
a relationship with some charities who can expect our support most years and then every year we like to 
choose new areas to support as well. 

BY DR GLASS

 This year charities that we will be supporting 
are The Martha Trust, Porchlight and Action for 
Children amongst others.  Events this term have 
included an amazing Bake Sale, Coppers Around 
the Quad, a Rainbow themed non-uniform day 
(a number of 6th formers dressed in rainbow 
colours - see photo), we also had a Christmas 
Jumper day, we trailed pennies around the quad, 
had a collection for Action for Children at the 
Carol Service and a large team of students and 
staff ran in the Santa Run at Herne Bay for the 
Pilgrim’s Hospice.

Huge thanks to all those who have taken part.
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ART BY MRS MONTAGUE
 

All students were welcomed back to the Art Department this term, having spent last year in
bubble classrooms. It is so nice to see the department full of wonderful Art once again.
It was also good to finally see our Art Scholars and Art Club members entries to the Pilgrims
Hospice competition ‘What Makes You Unique’ with shortlisted works exhibited at The Beaney
House of Art and Knowledge, this summer. We were thrilled to see so many of the KC students’
work on show and congratulate Ralph Drew on winning First Prize.
We would also like to congratulate Lottie Pearton in Yr 9 for her winning design of The Great Hall
in a winter scene, which has been chosen for the official Kent College Christmas card.
We would like to thank all students who come to Art Club and all Art Scholars for their creativity
and commitment in what has been a busy term.
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ROBOT DESIGN AWARD
BY MR CLARK 

Recently, a group took part in a Lego Competition at the University of Kent.The presentations they did were 
highly rated by the judges and were told that they were most impressed by their ability to think on their feet 
when under pressure.  During the robot game they performed exceedingly well, tweaking the programme to 
achieve more of the mission objectives. 

The group went on to win the Robot Design award which came with a trophy now proudly displayed in the 
cabinet. When questioned about the design, the group reflected on the difficulties that they had to overcome 
and how they evolved the design of the robot and programming. In the robot game they scored 185 points, 
compared to the winners of the game who scored 230 points. Here’s to next year! 

BETTESHANGER TRIP BY NATHAN MOSES 

At the beginning of the year, both year 8 and 9 embarked on an exciting journey to the Bette-
shanger Country Park. The pupils were split according to the house to which they belonged 
and then split again into tutor groups. After a short briefing, everybody started on their way 
to Bettshanger.

Whilst at Betteshanger, there were fantastic activities such as combat archery, Nerf battles 
and mountain bike riding, and exciting military-style assault courses. All in all, I think the trip 
was quite enjoyable and was a wonderful experience.
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WILDWOOD TRIP
Reception enjoyed their first trip of the year when 
learning about bears at Wildwood Trust animal 
park - they loved the morning and will now have 
opportunities to visit the farm to develop and 
apply their learning in the classroom. The new 
Farm Club for KS2 has been particularly popular 
with now two sessions scheduled each week. 
We are excited about further developments as 
a new farm manager joins the team.

JUNIOR SCHOOL

This is the first time in a very long time that Kent 
College has kept the swimming pool open in the 
Autumn term. The warm weather in September as well 
as a new boiler, filter and pump have all contributed 
to some very enjoyable swimming! Children from 
Reception to Year 6 have been able to develop their 
fitness, agility and confidence in the pool alongside 
buckets of fun as part of the PE curriculum.

SWIMMING POOL

The return to school has certainly not been a gradual reintegration. We all have moved swiftly 
into a full day of action-packed experiences and have welcomed nearly 40 new families 
to the community. Settling into a new environment requires plenty of energy but is always 
exciting at KC Junior. It is often harder for the parents than it is for the children! I have seen 
so many new children smiling everyday alongside all other children being adventurous with 
their new experiences.

BY MR JAMES 
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SPORTS EVENTS

After such a brilliant summer residential trip for Year 5
and 6 to Norfolk, the sports tours were a similar great
success. They provided memorable experiences for the
children to develop personal, social and problem solving
skills as well as benefiting from the specialist coaching
and match experience against Brighton College, Orwell 
Park, Bishops Stortford and Lancing College. Mrs 
James made her tour debut - I sold it as a weekend 
away from our children… We had a brilliant time and 
the girls and boys are looking forward to the January 
tour.

JUNIOR BOARDERS CHRISTMAS PARTY
There was a lovely and very special family atmosphere at the Junior Boarders Christmas 
party this year. Special guests were invited, stupendous special food was provided, there was 

dancing (!) and festive costumes. A really special way to celebrate as this important part of our 
community comes to the end of a busy term.
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The Junior Charities Committee have worked really hard this term dreaming up fantastic events to raise money for 
charity. The first thing we had to do was come up with a list of charities we wanted to support. It’s a long list! Then we 
thought about events we wanted to hold and what we needed for every event to run well. We had a Bake Sale with 
amazing cakes, and then we had several events to to support Children in Need including a Pudsey Party where the 
teachers taught us their favourite dances. Some of them were from the 70’s and 80’s! We also ran a trail of copper 
around the whole school. It took ages to count up how much money there was. At Christmas we had a Christmas 
sweater dress up day for Save the Children and the Christmas Fayre raised money as well.

JUNIOR CHARITIES

THE CHORISTERS
Once again, our Choristers have been hard at work! 
Being mightily busy with rehearsals for the Cathedral 
Carol Service, they’ve also managed to perform a 
Choral Evensong at Rochester Cathedral (below) 
as well as sing at St Peter’s Methodist Church in 
Canterbury as well! A very warm congratulations to 
all our wonderful Choristers as well as all the fantastic 
soloists from the Cathedral Carol Service. 

THE NATIVITY

Year 1 and 2 put on a stunning Christmas play called ‘The Inn-Spectors’. 
What if a group of inspectors arrived at a certain inn at Bethlehem just as a 
very special baby was being born? Would they worry about the health and 
safety issues of a baby being born in a dirty stable? What about the animals? 
And the cobwebs? There must be a thousand different rules being broken! Or 
would they be overwhelmed by the love of a mother for her new-born baby 
who is very important?

BY DR GLASS 


