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FROM THE HEAD MASTER’S DESK
It’s been an extraordinary Autumn term! These 14 weeks have been packed with exciting
achievements, events and activities and this edition of the Kent College Times gives us a great
opportunity to reflect on all that’s been happening at KC since the Summer.
The school’s academic success continues to be extremely encouraging. In the Summer, Kent
College students and staff celebrated another year’s results. Achievement at A level was once
again very pleasing with 45% of grades being A* to A! Our IB results, with an average point
score of 37 (Oxford University offers require 38 points) put us in the top 10 schools nationally
while our GCSE scores (100% pass rate) match the best grammar schools - a particularly
impressive achievement given our inclusive intake.
One particularly memorable event in November was our Armistice commemoration which
this year had as its focus the marvelous installation: ‘To End All Wars’. Many thanks to all
who organized this whole school project, especially Mrs Kenmir and Mr Cox. When the
commemorative tiles - produced by every individual in our community - are mounted by the
archway into the main quad, they will provide us with an impressive and unique memorial to all
those who died in the wars of the twentieth century, with a special link to those OCs who fell
in armed conflict.
This term’s school musical ‘Oh! What a Lovely War’ provided us with another special link to the
Armistice and audiences were both moved and entertained by an exciting production and a
large high-quality cast. It was also a delight to experience the Junior Drama Club’s innovative
production of Grimm’s Tales just before Christmas. It was impressive to see the Senior Drama
Scholars directing KS3 students, sharing their skills and experience and playing a key role in
the development of a new generation of talented KC performers.
We are also very pleased to celebrate some very special sporting achievements this
term. Congratulations go to Adam Lee-Browne who has been invited to join the
England U18 Hockey squad, and to Abigail Pritchard who has been selected to play
for England Youth Touch Rugby Team, while Teigan Sullivan gained first place in the
Kent Cross Country League for her category. Our teams have also performed very
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By JULIAN WALTHO SENIOR SCHOOL HEAD MASTER

The Duke of Edinburgh Scheme at KC also continues to go from strength to strength! Following a highly
successful Gold expedition in the Italian Dolomites over the Summer, the Bronze activities in the Autumn
term involved large numbers of Year 9s. We also now have a Silver Award Scheme! The inaugural Silver
practice expedition to the South Downs enjoyed fantastic weather. We wish the pioneer participants well
and thank our D of E staff for launching this exciting new project.
This term also saw the publication of two exciting books written by long-standing and highly valued
members of the KC community. In October, Dr Colson’s excellent book on the Cathedral’s medieval
stained glass, ‘Every Window Tells a Story’, was celebrated at a special event at the Cathedral Lodge. In
the following month, Mr Rod Spencer’s ‘Then Sings My Soul’, a marvelous collection of anthems, carols
and songs composed and arranged for Mrs Jackie Spencer’s Choristers, was launched during an evening
of song and reminiscence in the school Chapel.
You will be able to read about these highlights and much more in the pages that follow and I am very
grateful to the student editorial team for their hard work preparing this excellent publication.
Finally, an exciting development with a high visual impact at
the Senior School is the Great Hall, its very impressive profile
emerging over the last few months. The Topping Out Ceremony
has taken place and we look forward to seeing this crucially
important project being completed in 2019.

MEET THE TEAM

WE WARMLY WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW
ACADEMIC STAFF TO THE KC COMMUNITY
Ian Armbruster, Head of Business
Cristina Valles Carrera, Teacher of Spanish
Rupert Champion, Head of Physics
Daniel Coleman, Teacher of Science
Timothy Hall, Head of Drama (Maternity Cover)
Paul Jackson, Director of Sport
Harry Smith, Teacher of English
Robert Stephens, Teacher of Geography
Monica Flores, Spanish Language assistant
Esme Covington-Cross, Sports Assistant/Resident Tutor
Christina Patinioti, Resident Tutor
Lourdes Gonzalez Mernandez, Language Assistant

This year we have a fantastic new editorial team
for the Kent College Times drawn largely from
pupils in Years 10 and 11. Not only has the team
enjoyed gathering together to meet and share
ideas, but a number of the group have taken
news reporting off the school site by engaging in
interviews with performers from the Canterbury
Festival - seeing our reports appear as part of
their young reporters’ initiative.
Our team comprises Year 12 Sam Stevens, Year
11 Emily Waters, Grace Morrison, May Douglas,
Billy Evans, Ellis Bore, Sophia Shestha, Isabelle
Savin and Alicia Hunt, Year 10 Daisy O’Connor
and Angelica Wright.
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THE GREAT HALL

By EMILY WATERS
& SOPHIA SHRESTHA

ARMISTICE CENTENARY

MEET THE ARCHITECT

The Great Hall is well on the way to completion, as is evident from the rapid progress
of building seen on the site, and the Kent College Community watches excited and
expectant.

Questions have been buzzing around the school: when will it be finished? What
will it look like? Who will use it? And we thought that the person who could best
answer these inquiries would be the Great Hall Architect, Mr James Robson, who
has worked over about five years to design and create the biggest project that Kent
College has ever undertaken. Having worked on similar projects before, Mr Robson
was asked to create a hall that would be used as both a performance space and
chapel, where up to 600 people would need to be seated. In order to achieve this
flexibility, many innovative features have been added to the building, for example a
temporary screen will be installed that can reduce the seating for smaller performances
and audiences, which can then be removed for the hall to accommodate a whole school
gathering. This adjustability is also key in the purpose of the building, where a religious
space must also be adapted for performances and recitals: all of these matters were
taken into account during the initial designing process.
One other design that has been incorporated into the building of the hall is the natural
ventilation, where air will be extracted from the ground and recycled around the hall;
this seems an incredible feature, where noisy and intrusive air conditioning units will be
a thing of the past. Another important feature of the building is where it was going to be
placed, as accessibility and visibility were key in the decisions made. The site that they
decided on, just in front of the main school, is ideal in terms of convenience for the pupils
and any visitors, as well as being visible from the road. Mr Robson also confirmed that
the brick used will complement that of the nineteenth century building behind and will
therefore not detract from this marvellous architecture that forms the school’s history.
Size and space are very important factors in choosing a site, which was why this area was
suitable for the project, and many locals have already complimented the structure that
outlines where the Great Hall will be. Exciting times are just ahead, as Mr Robson believes
that the hall should be finished by Summer 2019, which is remarkable considering the
size and demand of the project. We are all very excited and look forward to using the
incredible Great Hall that is only months away from completion.
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2018 marks the centenary of the end of the First World War, where one hundred years
ago the suffering of millions of men finally ended after four years of dreadful fighting.
To commemorate and remember all those who were killed during the war, Kent College
History and Art departments have created a huge poppy, made of individual tiles.
Each tile has been uniquely decorated and designed by every member of the Kent College
community to symbolise the individuality of each soldier who died during this time, and
how those that we remember are not just statistics or names of the past, but were singular
characters. This project was influenced by a trip to Ypres where six Year 9 students with
Mrs. Kenmir and Mr. Cox were invited to help install the ‘Coming World Remember Me’
exhibition.
In this project, 600,000 clay figures have been made, each one representing a man who lost
his life on Belgian soil during the First World War, and placed in no man’s land. In order to
create our own lasting memorial, this idea has been adapted to make our own tile poppy which
will remain in the school as a permanent reminder of the peace that we now are able to enjoy.

BY EMILY WATERS
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KENT COLLEGE STORIES

OH! WHAT A LOVELY WAR

BY SAM STEVENS

A landmark event in the Kent College calendar every year is the school musical. For several years
now, the music and drama departments have collaborated in order to direct productions of the highest
quality, that exhibit the performing abilities of our students and that, above all, are enjoyable to watch
as well as to participate in. This year’s production of ‘Oh! What a Lovely War’ was no different.
Featuring a talented ensemble cast with cast members ranging from Years 9 to 13, and staged in order
to commemorate the close of World War I a hundred years ago, the production was a roaring success.
Sharply-observed, cynical humour gave way to incisive and poignant scenes that depicted the
horrors of the ‘War to End All Wars’ both honestly and sensitively: a marriage of contrasting
themes that was portrayed with panache. The musical numbers were sung with skill
and verve as well - and I am sure that I was not the only cast member who was
humming them for weeks on end afterwards! ‘Oh! What a Lovely War’ was also a
very enjoyable experience to be a part of, as many of the cast members can attest.
Of course, productions like this one do not come about on their own. I would
like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the entire cast, to thank Ms Christian,
Mr Ross, Mrs White and Mr Hall for their efforts in bringing the show together,
as well as to Mr Lander and the team for their crucial work in masterminding the
technological aspects of the production.
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GRIMM’S TALES
The Junior Drama Club delivered a stunning
interpretation of Grimm’s Tales. The piece directed by
our talented Drama Scholars, Dulcie Noble, Lily CampbellWhite, Ottavio Pagliaro and Ellie Box was extremely well
received by a buoyant, enthusiastic audience. There were notable
performances from several of our younger performers, but the strength of
the production was in the ensemble work which many of the enthralled audience
highlighted in their feedback.
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KENT COLLEGE STORIES

BY SOPHIA SHRESTHA

Our equestrian team has
also been raising the
bar with achievements
and continue to produce
outstanding results. The
Kent College representative
team recent took part in the
NSEA championships and
came away with team and
individual successes. In the
national championships,
Harry Foulds Brant came
seventh in the country in the
1m class.

SPORT

What an incredible exciting term we have had. In a year where so much change has taken place in the
PE and Sports department, one thing still remains and that’s the unbelievable sporting talent we have
at the school. Our GTX programme started within the first weeks of September and saw our coaches
training our gifted and talented athletes across all major sports: Hockey, Rugby, Tennis and Cricket.
Many of our teams are performing exceptionally well this term, however special mention must go to
the U14 Rugby team who are currently undefeated in all competitions. We have had to change their
fixture calendar to include some of the county’s top Rugby playing sides. They finish the year with
a challenging match against St Lawrence in a hope to finish the season with 100% win rate. This is
definitely a side to keep an eye on in the future.
The basketball team have had an exceptionally positive start to the East Kent League. They have already
taken on the likes of Northfleet Basketball Academy, last year’s powerhouse team, and won. This has
ignited the team to train harder in search of the same euphoric feeling of winning. So far they are unbeaten
and we are looking forward to what else they can achieve, later on in the season.

HOCKEY NEWS
The U16 Girls’ Hockey
team have had an
extremely successful
season: they won both
the county and regional
tournaments, making it
through to the regional finals,
where they narrowly missed out on
qualifying for the national finals.

RISING CROSS COUNTRY STAR

HOT OFF THE PRESS: ENGLAND HOCKY PLAYER
KC is delighted to announce that Year 12 student Adam
Lee-Browne has been invited to join the Under 18 England
Squad for ongoing assesement and training. He joins a long
line of KC players who have been selected for England
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District Cross Country is another event that showcases
the talent that Kent College has. 25 pupils represented
the College in awful conditions (although stereotypically
perfect for cross country). Special mention must go to
Teigan Sullivan who not only won her race, giving her
automatic qualification for the District finals, but her
nearest challenger finished one minute after she had
crossed the line. She is definitely a phenomenal talent and
one to watch.

In such a short space of time, we have accomplished so much and have had lots of team and personal achievements.
Please keep following our individual performances and our collective journey via our Twitter (@KCC_Sport) and
Instagram accounts (kccsport)
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KENT COLLEGE NEWS

By BILLY EVANS
& ELLIS BORE
YEAR 11

NEWS IN BRIEF
MURDER MYSTERY
EVENING
‘Who Killed the Head Master?’ was the all
important question posed by a talented cast
of 6th formers from the Charities Committee
in the Murder Mystery event this term. A range
of teams attempted to sort the red herrings
from the genuine clues and Mrs. Webber
proved her expertise at ‘whodunnits’. A great
evening was had by all and £800 was raised
for Tanzania projects (see the article in this
issue).

UNITED NATIONS

EAST KENT PLOUGHING MATCH
At the East Kent Ploughing Match in Dover, the Young Farmers set up their own stalls to publicise
the animals that the Kent College Farm tends. Games were set up to involve the public including
‘Guess the name of the bunny,’ and the Young Farmers allowed anyone interested to hold the small
animals.
In the afternoon of the match, the Young Farmers had the opportunity to attempt a series of games
including ‘Dog racing,’ ‘How far you could throw a welly boot (for children)’ and ‘How far you could
throw a sack (for adults)’. This was a fun and exciting afternoon for the Young Farmers, and an
amazing experience for all.

CHARITIES

THORPE PARK

In mid-October, two teams of Kent College students in
Years 12 and 13 went to The King’s School in the city
centre to participate in the second-ever King’s Model
United Nations conference. Those taking part from
KC represented South Korea and the USA, meaning
that there were opportunities for students to interact
in colourful discussions with the other committee
representatives! The occasion provided a fantastic
opportunity for these students to engage with and
replicate the diplomatic process on a smaller scale,
and we would like to thank Mr Noble in particular for
organising our participation in this event.
Lots of us entered into the Christmas spirit early this year
by packing Christmas presents in shoe boxes for Love in
a Box. The charity send boxes full of presents to children
in Moldova who otherwise would receive no presents at all. Just another example of the big heart of the
KC family and the work of the new KC Junior School Charities Committee.

10

TOPPING OUT CEREMONY

On Monday 3rd December three brave Kent College
staff climbed the scaffolding tower at the centre
of the Great Hall building site. The Kent College
Executive Headmaster, Dr David Lamper, was joined
on the rooftop by the Bursar - Angela Hencher,
the school Chaplain - Dr Paul Glass. Rosie Turner,
Director of the Canterbury Festival and The Sheriff of
Canterbury, Cllr Jeanette Stockley and her husband
Cllr Ian Stockley , attended the ceremony. At the top
of the structure, Dr Paul Glass blessed the building,
and the lights of the 10ft Christmas tree, which was
secured at the top, were turned on.
Dr David Lamper said;
‘At the beginning of Advent and in this season of
anticipation, what better time to bless the new Kent
College Great Hall during the topping out ceremony
to celebrate progress on the marvellous new facility
which will open in 2019’.

The Boarders had a brilliant day at Thorpe Park: rides
ranged from the tranquillity of the water to the daunting
heights of the rollercoasters. Fortunately, we were
accompanied by the sun that soothed our fears and
made our time that much more enjoyable. Screams,
cries and laughter were heard continually throughout
the day and the excitement of this trip allowed the
boarders to socialise and bond with their peers.
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CANTERBURY FESTIVAL 2018

BY ALICIA HUNT

CHAMBER
ORCHESTRA
Two Year 11 students went to
watch a performance by the
Canterbury Festival Chamber
Orchestra, directed by Mr Ian
Crowther. Alicia and Grace were
‘young critics’ for the Festival
and enjoyed the concert. They
interviewed Mr Crowther after the
concert, finding out that he had
been involved with the Festival
for fifteen years and about his lifelong aspiration to be a musician.

SPIEGELTENT

A really lovely lunchtime concert in the Spiegeltent as part of the Canterbury Festival School Concert
Series included Ensemble performances by the Sax Quartet and String Quartet as well as solos from
Daniel Ahern (cello), Finn Gape (piano), Alicia Hunt (voice), Harriet Milham (violin) and Amanda Cufley
(voice). The concert ended with two much-loved show songs performed by 'Cantabile'.

BURSARY
COMPETITION

As part of the Great Hall development, an exciting partnership is developing
with the prestigious Canterbury Festival. Once the hall opens, Kent College
will become a venue for the annual festival of the arts

During half term, two of
our senior musicians, Alicia
Hunt and Sophie Blummers,
performed in the final of the
Canterbury Festival Bursary
Competition, at St. Gregory’s
Centre for Music. The girls gave
moving performances, and Kent
College Music Department is so
proud to have had two students
represented at such a high level.
12
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THE BIG INTERVIEW

KENT COLLEGE STORIES

WITH SLIGHTLY FAT FEATURES CAST
MEMBER BY DAISY O’CONNOR
& ANGELICA WRIGHT

You mentioned in the show
that you went to a circus
school when you were
sixteen, did you always
know that that was what you
wanted to do?

“I did. I did professional acting
as a really young kid, and I
learnt to juggle at about 11 or
12. When I was sixteen I took a
BTEC, which is like A-Levels, in
circus-based performing arts.
The people I met there, the
things I did and saw there, led
me into this world.”

FOURTOUNA REVIEW

BY ALICIA HUNT
& GRACE MORRISON

One of the greatest aspects of the Canterbury Festival is the way that disparate genres and styles of
music from all over the world are showcased and presented to give a wide range of musical diversity. The
performance that we were lucky enough to enjoy by ‘Fourtouna’, consisted of gypsy musical traditions
of Europe and world music, which incorporated different musical styles such as Greek Rebetiko,
The Greek multi-instrumentalist, Yiannis Zaronis, played three instruments during the performance: the
guitar, which he told us afterwards he had played since he was nine years old; the oud, an Arabic fretless
lute; and a traditional Greek guitar like instrument called the bouzouki. His performance was incredibly
interesting as it incorporated diverse styles of music, from traditional Greek folk songs, to Beethoven’s
‘Für Elise’, all played on stringed instruments and accompanied by an accordian.
This strange but inviting mixture of sound is reflected in the name ‘Fourtouna’ which we were told is
Greek for ‘stormy sea’; the inconsistency of timbre and style which was not always smooth and expected
during their performance, mirrored the idea of a stormy ocean. Following our brief interview with Yannis
Zaronis, who started to learn these instruments through a love for world music and cultural influence,
we were impressed with his enthusiasm for music and his eagerness to learn about new cultures and
associated musical ideas.
His words “the more I learn, the less I know” really struck us as being inspirational, as he is keen to explore
new ideas around musical timbres, playing techniques and instruments, and is certain that you never lose
your student identity as you will never know everything about a certain area. We are very grateful for this
opportunity to explore new musical genres from different cultures and are much more educated about the
world we live in as a result.

16

How did you meet the rest of
the group? Did you know immediately that you wanted to create a show together?
“We have known each other for a very long time, and about 10 years ago we
suggested doing a show together. It was such good fun, that we did more. We
officially formed in 2010. We have been touring since then - Montreal, France,
Germany etc.”
Do you find it hard creating a show that both children and adults will enjoy?
“Our shows are always family friendly, it’s clean but a bit cheeky. Sometimes
making it for all ages is a bit of a hard sell, though we make a point of making sure
that our shows are acceptable for all ages.”

How long does it take to create a show?
“We still create as we go. You will improvise something and if you think it’s funny you
put it in again so you never really finish, you always make some changes. We put stuff
in front of an audience quite early for the reaction and go with what they like.”
What is the best part?
“The travel is amazing, but without your family it’s also the hardest part. But also doing
the shows, a full audience that laughs and enjoys the show: the drug of that is pretty
addictive.”
Do you have any advice for young aspiring performers?
“Just keep doing it, because you will get better and you won’t be scared on stage because
it’s natural to be up there. You learn things every time you do it. Perform any way you can in
any form.”
Do you feel nervous going on?

“You still feel nerves as an energy before you go on, but you feel more comfortable out there,
and that will lead to better pacing - it’s better if you’re more relaxed.”
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OLD CANTERBURIANS
BENJAMIN WONG

Benjamin Wong received a
plate runners-up medal for
being a part of the Hong
Kong team which competed
in
the
2018
Emerging
Nations
Rugby
League
World Championships. Ben,
who played for Faversham
RUFC while studying at KC,
thanked Kent College on a
post on the Old Canterburian
Facebook page: ‘Thank you
Kent College!… There, I first
picked up a rugby ball and
made so many friends over
the years through rugby.’

EVERY WINDOW TELLS A STORY

Longstanding member of staff, Dr Gerald Colson, who has
taught French and Latin to generations of KC students, has
recently become a published author. Available in the Cathedral
shop, his masterly work showcases photographs of the beautiful
stained glass windows of the late twelfth and early thirteenth
centuries. It juxtaposes these photographs with translations of the
medieval Latin descriptions of the accounts which are depicted,
many of which recount miraculous healings at St Thomas’ tomb
and were written by two monks of Christ Church priory, Benedict
and William. In October there was a celebration launch event where
Gerald gave a short speech, held in the Cathedral Lodge, and well
attended by the KC community.

15th September saw over
50
Old
Canterburians
return to the school for the
annual reunion. Beginning
with coffee and pastries in
the 1885 Café, the group
was escorted round by the
Prefect team and treated to
KC victories on the hockey
field. The AGM presided over
by Mark Jones, followed a
lovely lunch held in the Old
Library.
18

By DAISY O’CONNOR
YEAR 10

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD
Our staff were busy over the summer. Mr Ridley and Mr Knapp were up in the Lakes and
Snowdonia completing various training courses, as well as in scenic Hemel Hempstead for
an outdoor first aid course. Much time was also devoted to bringing in an exciting change to
the DofE programme at KC.
This year, for the first time, we are running all three levels of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award:
the Bronze, Silver and Gold awards to Years 9, 10 and 12 respectively.
Training has begun in earnest for all levels of the Award. The Bronze candidates had the
full power of a British autumn thrown at them, preparing them for the very worst of what
could be to come. In October, the Bronze candidates had their first training expedition,
walking 18km over two days, with a night camping in torrential rain in beautiful Dover. At
the Bronze level, students are expected to navigate for themselves in their local area,
and so basic map skills (such as which way north is on a map) form the basis of their
training programme. Mr Ridley has taken over from Mr Knapp and is the new leader of
the Bronze Award. Mr Knapp has moved to the Silver Award.
The Silver candidates completed both a day training walk locally and a three-night
expedition during half-term to the South Downs. In contrast to the experience of
the Bronzes, they enjoyed three beautifully crisp, cold days in the sun. The focus
of their training was very much on micro-navigation, or using contour features to
be able to locate themselves accurately on a fairly open and rolling landscape.
The expedition concluded with a scenic stroll along the Seven Sisters to Beachy
Head. The main topic of conversation for the week seemed to be which brand of
rehydrated meal was least disgusting, and questions were often asked about the
geographical proximity of the group to the final destination.

ALUMNI WEBSITE
ANNUAL REUNION

By ROBBIE WHITTAKER
HEAD BOY 2016-2017

A reminder that the Old Canterburian Club website can be accessed at
oldcanterburians.co.uk. Find digitised archives, news from the club and
use the directory to search for fellow Old Canterburians.

The Gold Award took students up to Snowdonia for three days of wet and challenging
weather conditions. Some sources question if Mr Fell has gone soft, given he allowed
the candidates to sleep in a local bunkhouse rather than camp, but they shall remain
nameless. We can refer only to them as R and K. The students spent three days walking
through mountainous terrain, which provided both a physical and a navigational challenge.
All students really enjoyed learning key skills for their qualifying expeditions in the summer,
as well as volunteering, practicing a sport and developing a skill, all other key elements in
the awards. Altogether, the start to a wonderful adventure.
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TANZANIA
In July, a group
of 11 students
accompanied Mrs
Glass, along with Dr
and Mrs Lamper, in
travelling to Tanzania.
The aim was to raise
awareness and funds
for local schools
and projects and
to immerse ourselves in the culture of the East African
country. We stayed at several different destinations such
as Dar Es Salaam, Iringa and the Ruaha National Park.
On our first day after arrival, we visited a school in Dar es
Salaam. We first went to the nursery school and read books
to adorable little ones. After, children from the primary
school gave us a presentation about HIV and other serious
health matters. We met students from the senior school;
every single one of them had a presentation, song or some
vocabulary for us prepared to learn in Swahili. Later on,
we all received a bracelet. This was really unexpected and
we were so grateful for that. But most amazing were the
conversations we had and moments we shared.
In Iringa we stayed at Neema Crafts, an incredible project
that is a key part of the community. It provides jobs for
adults with disabilities, opportunities to start independent
businesses and the chance to buy their own house. It also
has a popular gift shop and a cafe run by deaf staff.
Their Brick by Brick project builds houses for their disabled
workers. The construction is funded by 50% external
donations and 45% from the revenue generated by Neema
Crafts. In addition, the new owner pays 5% of the total
price. We have funded connecting twenty of these houses
to the water supply.
While in Iringa, we spent time at Klerruu secondary school,
our partner school. Upon arrival we were paired up with
two Tanzanian buddies. We went to lessons with them,
took them to Neema Crafts for lunch and helped our
buddies use a computer to create a presentation together
on a theme of ‘global citizenship’.
We are also partnered with the primary and nursery school
in the remote rural village of Masambarawe. Through KC
support, the primary school is now completely self sufficient
so we have directed our funding towards the nursery school
instead. On the previous Kent College trip to Tanzania, the
nursery school consisted only of a concrete structure with
stones for the children to sit on. Now, fast forward two years
and there are desks, tables, chairs, windows, doors and a
blackboard. Our objective was to decorate the classroom
with number lines, alphabets, animals and other designs.
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The villagers wanted to show us how grateful they were
by giving us gifts of rice and beans, and a chicken; each
villager brought their small offering up and it added up
to a large amount. We understood that this amount
of food could help them more than us, so we gave it
back to the villagers for nursery children to have food
at school.

When visiting the
nursery school, Mrs
Glass had arranged
for us to eat with
the villagers and the
school but we would
need to take all the
food!. Mrs Glass and
Mr Mafwiri chose to
buy two goats, and
lots of vegetables,
rice, and beans. This
food was given to the
villagers the day before our arrival so that they could
cook a traditional Tanzanian lunch. This experience
gave us the opportunity to eat with these children and
create a wonderful memory.
We also stayed for a night at Tandala Tented Camp
situated in Ruaha National Park. We went on two safari
rides: one as the sun set and one
the next morning as it rose, and we
ate dinner under the stars. Tandala
Tented Camp was very relaxing.
It had a watering hole a matter of
metres away from the camp and,
in the evening and night elephants
and other animals would wander
among the stilted tents we slept in.
Members of the Maasai tribe kept
watch for the animals as it got dark.
Towards the end of our stay, we
visited Kihesa Church. For many of
us this was the most moving day.
Lots of the churches around Iringa
work with large charities such as Compassion International
to offer support to poorly housed and vulnerable children.
We were lucky enough to meet some of the children and
their families and be invited into their homes. The living
conditions for these families were extremely poor, their
homes were very basic and for many, food is really hard
to afford. Before visiting we were given 20,000 Tanzanian
shillings, (about £6.60). We went into the market and made
a gift box for the families we were going to visit. We also
gave a donation to help to further develop their programme.
This was an experience of a lifetime that we cannot
recommend enough. Thank you especially to Mrs Glass
who has established such an incredible connection
with so many communities in Tanzania.

STOP PRESS.Since returning, the toilets and kitchen at
Masambarawe have been completed, and we are building
a well for the whole village to use, based at the school. The
water is 120 metres down and the bore hole was drilled in
November. We still need to raise a final £4000 to pay for the
whole well so that the children don’t need to carry water from
2km away so they can have a drink at school.
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FOCUS ON ...
The DT department has changed a lot within the course of this year, bringing in a new Head of
Department Mr Cloke, and Mr Phillips, who joined the school at the end of last year.

By MAY DOUGLAS
YEAR 11

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

In order to meet the new specification changes, the DT department has had to bring in a brand new
curriculum for the GCSE and A level students. This is a positive change as students are now able to
decide for themselves which projects, ideas or problems they want to tackle. Year 11 GCSE students are
now solving problems ranging from travel, such as the space in train carriages, to products which can
help with depression and low self-esteem in adolescents. This is allowing the subject of DT to be explored
and applied in a larger, more creative context to relevant social problems than the previous curriculum,
which had more of a physical focus.
Bearing this in mind, the department has also changed the topics covered in Years 7, 8 and 9. Year 7s
are using their imagination, tapping into what they each believe to be the ethos of the school and applying
an architectural point of view to Kent College, developing buildings which could represent Kent College
elsewhere such as in an international hockey training stadium or a ski chalet.
Not only has the department been busy with the new curriculum, but last year they had students enter the
Triumph Design Awards, an annual DT competition. Year 12s entering the competition were required to work
on three projects. These included tackling the London housing crisis, and what it means for young people
who are not able to own their homes and are having to rent, the changing of product ownership, and also
biomimicry projects, which involves taking influences from nature to develop design work. One student found
that okapi (also known as the forest giraffe) have stripes which help with camouflage, making it difficult to
determine which direction the animal is moving in. He realised that if he applied this to compression sleeves
he could help to make elite basketball players dodge their opponent. One project out of the three will then be
chosen and submitted to the awards.

The department is also starting a new robotics club, ranging from Years 7-9. From next year
onwards, they will be entering national tournaments and competitions. This includes the VEX
robotics competition. Students will be given a series of challenges which they will need to
design and build robots to complete. These robots will need to recognise colour, distance and,
in some cases, will be required to lift up objects.
The world of technology is evolving at a very
fast pace. To cope with this, the department
is also in the process of remodelling the
classrooms in order to keep the space as
flexible as possible, allowing room for the
latest equipment to be installed, enabling them
to adapt and keep up with the advances of the
modern world.
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Every day in school should be a range
of challenges and celebrations for
every child, from the youngest baby
in Garden Cottage to the seasoned
‘old lags’ in Year 6 but Christmas time
adds something even more special to
the awe and wonder of a child’s day
at school. When we see the trees, the
lights, the tinsel and glitter, it helps us
realise how much we have to celebrate
in our small section of Harbledown, how
proud we can be of our children and all they
achieve but also that we and they are part
of something much bigger. As adults, we
must ensure our children enjoy the magical
experience that is Christmas so they can take
those memories forward as adults, and use
their leadership skills and caring personalities
to help make their world a better place for all.
A place where their parents and their teachers
can grow older knowing that all is in safe
hands. If wearing a tea towel around one’s
head aged five can transform a young child
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This term, the Early Years have
been very busy. In October
they gathered together for their
Harvest Festival, to perform to
friends and family the tale of
‘Farmer Duck’, a hard-working
duck who lived with a lazy
farmer until the other loyal farm
animals decided to take action
to help him. All the children
performed their roles and songs
with great enthusiasm and
the morning was thoroughly
enjoyed by all who attended.
Continuing with this theme, the
Pre-Reception children have
taken weekly visits to the School
Farm. They have been learning
about the animals first hand
and how to care for them; as
well as having the opportunity
for a cuddle.

CHRISTMAS TIME
RAMBLES
By ANDY CARTER
JUNIOR SCHOOL HEAD MASTER

EARLY YEARS

into a shepherd, all things can be achieved
in the years ahead and I believe that your
children will flourish. I wish you all a very
Happy Christmas and look forward to
working with you to make 2019 the best
year yet for all members of the Kent College
community.

THEN SINGS MY SOUL
RECITAL EVENING

A wonderful recital evening was held at the
Junior School this term. A large audience
thrilled to a great evening presented by many
amazingly talented musicians. Well done to all
the performers and staff involved!

The book launch of ‘Then Sings
My Soul’ Kent College Choristers
and their music, written by Rod
Spencer took place on Friday
16th November in the School
Chapel. The evening consisted
of a drinks reception and a short
performance by Kent College
Choristers past and present.
Guests were then given the
opportunity to purchase signed
copies of the book. The event
was an exciting opportunity to
celebrate the achievements over
the past 14 years of the Kent
College Choristers under the
inspirational direction of Jackie
Spencer. ‘Then Sings My Soul’
is a splendid book of anthems,
carols and songs composed
and arranged by Rod Spencer
for the Choir. With photographs,
names of all the Choristers
over the years and their tours
and awards- this book will be a
repository of musical memories
for many families. Copies are still
available to purchase from the
Senior School office.
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GARDEN COTTAGE NURSERY
EXPANDS
It has been busy at Garden Cottage
Nursery, with the opening of our
new building ‘The Cottage’ on 10th
September.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
The Junior School Harvest Festival on 9th October was a wonderful celebration of the annual collection
of crops. Pupils from all years led the service in prayers; we had songs from choir and choristers, and
music from the Junior School orchestra. Students also brought in harvest boxes, full of food which will
be collected and this year will be distributed to local homeless shelters.

The space that has been created
promotes independent learning and
exploration. The old Cedars hut is now a
bright, colourful, exciting environment.
It has been designed to have features
of the Lodge allowing children to feel
at home, whilst bringing in elements
of Pre-Reception preparing them for
the journey ahead. There are zoned
areas of learning which promotes
development in line with the EYFS.
As well as many new children and
families joining us, we have also had new staff members join the Garden Cottage Team. The children have been
able to explore the new garden whilst watching the older children play sport. But the most enjoyment comes
from playing on the climbing frame and slide which is in the shape of a tractor.
We have been on many visits around the Junior School campus, to the library, playing and exploring our
wonderful grounds, going on nature walks and playing in the puddles.This term we have also introduced music
sessions. The children and staff look forward to Mr Vinn’s arrival with his large box of exciting noisy things every
Thursday and Friday afternoon.
Recently the children making tree decorations ready for sale at the Christmas Fair. And as usual there has been
lots of singing, stories, jumping, eating, sleeping, dancing, painting, mess, cuddles and fun!
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CAROLS ON THE FARM
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DECORATING THE TREE
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