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FROM THE HEAD MASTER’S DESK
It has been another exciting term at Kent College, full of an extraordinary range of events and activities
and considerable achievements on the part of our students. However, before turning to some of the
highlights of this term, it is important to pay tribute to Mr Hugh Weeks and Mr Michael Lang, two
immensely important members of the KC community who have sadly passed away since Christmas.
Both were highly regarded Governors of the College whose contributions to the College over many
years have been greatly appreciated. They will be much missed but very warmly remembered by all
who had the good fortune to have known them. A much fuller appreciation of their lives and work will be
found in the OC section of this magazine.
Mr Weeks and Mr Lang were great supporters of school activities and they would have been delighted
with the impressive achievements of our students this term. Here are just a few of them. Our girls’ hockey
teams have enjoyed an excellent season: the U13 Girls reached the semi finals of the County Tournament
narrowly losing 1-2 to the eventual winners, while U14 Girls won the County Tournament and went on
to the Regional Finals. The U18s also won the County Tournament and went on to Regional Finals: both
teams finished third on goal difference. The U18 Indoor Team also won the County Tournament, went
on to Regional Finals and also won the competition. The team went on to reach the semi-finals in the
National Championships, a remarkable achievement, as the team was seriously hampered by injury. The
team’s Captain, Hannah Griggs, was also the recipient of the prestigious Hockey Writers’ Young Player
of the Year Award, for her outstanding ability and commitment to both school and club hockey. Amy
Plumb, Robyn Thompson and Ailsa Naylor have all been selected for the England U16s, while Amy and
Ailsa have made their Canterbury 1st XI debuts this season. There have also been important individual
successes in netball: Abigail Pritchard has been selected for the Kent U12s, whilst Reese Robinson
and Grace Patterson are both selected for Kent U14s. Year 8 long distance runner, Teigan Sullivan, was
selected to run in both the UK Counties’ Athletic Union Inter-Counties Cross country in Loughborough
as well as the National Inter-schools Cross Country event.
There have also been some significant honours for our boys’ hockey players: Adam Lee Browne, Oliver
Weston and Thomas Hill have all been selected for the Junior Regional Performance Centre while Alistair
Figgis made his Canterbury 2nd XI debut this year. I am also pleased to report individual success in
cricket: Alexis Stonehouse and Chloe Plumb have been selected for the Kent Girls U13 team while Hugh
Scott and Michael French have been chosen for the Kent U17s squad, with Bodhi de Moubray
selected for Kent U13s and placed on the elite fast bowling programme.
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By JULIAN WALTHO
HEAD MASTER

HANNAH GRIGGS

ARTS WEEK

YOUNG ENGINEERS

This year’s Arts Week,which took place just before Half Term, was
another exciting and innovative celebration of the creative arts. Yrs
7, 8 and 9 enjoyed a lively and diverse range of workshops each
day, from circus skills to calligraphy and beatboxing to origami!
The programme has developed over the years and 2018’s was the
most varied so far. The evening entertainments and competitions
were very well supported indeed - the Chapel was absolutely full for
all of the events. Monday’s Variety Show incorporated performers
from the whole school community, the Inter-House Music Festival involving all of Years 10 to 13 - took place on Wednesday, and last
but not least the House Drama Competition for KS3 on Thursday,
also included the videos produced by house teams in the digital
arts’ workshop. All the events highlighted our students’ creativity
and positive engagement in the arts. Our outside adjudicators were
not only greatly impressed by the standard of the performances,
but also by the enthusiastic support offered by students to each
other.
The Engineering Education Scheme provided by the Engineering
Development Trust is a six month project for six Year 12 pupils
who are given a real life engineering problem to solve. Our team
presented their final project - a low cost robotic arm - to a panel
of industry experts at the University of Kent in May 2017, winning
the Contribution to Business Award and going on to win the
regional finals in London, and then the national finals in September
2017! As well as trophies and certificates, they won an Off Road
Experience with Land Rover. The project was also entered into the
national Big Bang Science and Engineering competition, winning
the Gatwick Airport South East Young Engineers of the Year award
at the regional finals.
Following the team’s high profile success, they were invited by
Stephen Metcalfe MP, on behalf of The Parliamentary and Scientific
Committee with Engineering UK, to attend the Houses of Parliament
to showcase their project in celebration of Tomorrow’s Engineers
Week in November 2017. We wish the team every success as they
now go on to attend the national final of the Big Bang Science and
Engineering competition at the NEC in Birmingham this month!
Local MP, Rosie Duffield visited the Senior School in March to learn
more about Kent College’s excellent Global Schools Partnership
with schools in Tanzania and Botswana. The project continues
to thrive, is now in its eighth year and has engaged significant
numbers of students and staff both at Kent College and in Africa
in a continually developing range of projects.
I hope you enjoy reading much more about the vibrant life of the
College in the pages that follow and am grateful to Eloise Rondhout
and her student editorial team for another lively edition of the Kent
College Times.

ROSIE DUFFIELD MP VISITS KENT
COLLEGE SENIOR SCHOOL

EDITOR’S COLUMN

Another term at Kent College has passed:
one scattered with events, successes,
achievements and prosperity. Mock exams in
Years 11 and 13 are finished, with students
adapting and learning in order to give
themselves the best chances in the summer
term. Another successful Arts Week has
taken place, a personal favourite of mine,
with Heads of Houses working extremely
hard to organise individuals involved in
musical numbers, dramatic performances,
strong debates and convincing speeches.
As you will see as you peruse the pages
of this term’s edition, the Kent College
community has a habit of excellence, one that
each student contributes to and gains from
everyday. Now that the treacherous snow has
melted away and the sun is staying in the sky
after 4 o’clock, spring is around the corner
and so are many more accomplishments

By ELOISE RONDHOUT
Year 12
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SIXTH FORM BALL
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SKI TRIP

By DAISY LEE-BROWNE
YEAR 12

CHARITIES

The Charities Committee at Kent
College is constructed in two parts,
a Junior and Senior club. With over
35 pupils engaging in one club or
the other, Kent College is at a current
running total of just over £10,000. As
part of Lent this year, the Charities Committee made and sold pancakes
one lunchtime which were enjoyed by everyone: a thank you must go to Mrs
Wilson for her help and organisation.
We have had weekly Junior and Senior meetings, and are now working
towards our International Evening, which is being held on the evening of
27th April. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.

This term’s Non-Uniform Day was
‘double denim’ themed. Students
throughout each year group donated
£1 for our worthy causes, as well
as contributed to other charitable
events that occurred at break and
lunch times. The Junior Charities
Committee held fundraising activities
such as win a raffle to have a TeacherServant for the day, a doughnut eating
competition and splat the teacher. The day was very
well supported; thank you to all of the teachers who
contributed. In total we raised £660.

SKI CANADA
2018

THIS YEAR KENT COLLEGE
TRAVELLED TO MONT TREMBLANT IN CANADA
Everyone had an amazing trip. From skiing in -18c, ice-skating on
a frozen lake, tenpin bowling, quiz-night, sliding down a slope in a
doughnut ring, supper in the Hard Rock Cafe and lunch in a revolving
restaurant to going over Niagara Falls in a barrel. What a trip!
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This year was Mrs McGibney’s last Variety
Show, which was a huge success with many
performers, both teachers and pupils, raising
£950. The annual extravaganza is a showcase
for individuals to demonstrate talents in
singing, dancing, acting, comedy
and quite often, at least one
student with a diablo!

A huge thanks to Mrs McGibney for all
the amazing work she has done
for charities during her time at
Kent College, especially
organising such great
Variety Shows.
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KENT COLLEGE STORIES

SPORT

By EMMA NEWSON
YEAR 12

The spring term has once again been a busy eight weeks with many sporting fixtures taking
place, ranging from hockey to netball. All teams have shown excellent progress throughout the
term and have made spectating the many different events a very enjoyable experience for all.
The boys’ XI hockey team have had an outstanding season winning many of their matches
convincingly, demonstrating their great resilience as a team. They have now developed into a strong
side; their most notable achievement is their continued progress through the County Cup Stages.
Having won all their matches so far, the team have now advanced into the semi-finals. This
comes after a superb performance against rivals King’s School Canterbury, leaving with
a victory of 7-2. Although some matches have recently been cancelled due to adverse
weather conditions (the snow!), the team shows great potential for the future and
we wish them the best of luck in the further rounds of this competition. Special
mentions must be given to Marius Mo Weinrich and Isaiah Horner who have played
exceptionally well in all games this season and are instrumental in helping the team
communicate and work together.

The
indoor
H o c k e y
teams have also
proved to be very
successful, most notably
the girls, who reached the
National Finals having won all their
matches at regional level convincingly:
2-1 against Norwich and 5-1 against
Coopers’ Company & Coborn School. After
some excellent play and some very unlucky injuries
picked up by one of the team’s key individuals, Ailsa
Naylor, they unfortunately lost 2-4 to Trent College. Reaching
the National Finals is an incredible achievement and all the girls
should be congratulated for the many hours of hard work put in by all.
The boys have also been successful indoors, competing in the regional
cup and winning 8-0 to Bede School! We await their next games in anticipation.
Despite the mud, snow and rain, many cross country events have taken place this term
with both the District Schools’ Cross Country Championships and the Kent County Schools’
Cross Country. Both Teigan Sullivan and Sam Newson performed exceptionally well in both events
and managed to progress to the Regional Rounds. We wish them the best of luck in these next races.
The girls’ netball season has, as always, been an exciting period. All teams have performed well with
the lower school teams showing themselves to be strong contenders in their respective fields
as ones to watch as they progress through the school. The U14As have won 5 out of their 7
matches and the U12As remain undefeated with a 100% win rate, boding well for future teams.
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Congratulations to all the Kent College sports teams this term for their fantastic performances and ever
consistent commitment throughout the season. Special thanks should go to Mrs. Balsdon, Mr. Clark,
Mr.Boyne and Mr. Robinson who have coached so many of these teams to success. We now look forward
to next season and the opportunities it may bring.
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By SAM STEVENS
YEAR 11

DRAMA

A THEATRICAL
ACCOUNT

CHRISTMAS CHOIR TOUR TO BUDAPEST
Everyone had a terrific time singing in some
spectacular venues, including St Stephen’s
Basilica, the Matthias Church and the
renowned Vigado concert hall.
HOUSE MUSIC FESTIVAL 2018
As well as showcasing the musical talents of many
individual pupils, all students in Years 10 - 13 entered
into the full spirit of this fun event during Arts Week.
Adjudicated by David Burridge, the overall winners
were Chaucer, with the best House Song awarded to
Becket.

CHORISTERS AWARDED
TROPHY IN NATIONAL COMPETITION
On Monday, 12th March, Kent College’s Choristers
performed in the final of the Barnado’s National Choir
Competition on the prestigious stage of London’s Royal
Festival Hall. Competing with no less than 17 other
Junior School Choirs, who had already been selected
from a highly competitive national field, the Choristers
were delighted to be awarded the runners up trophy. This
is an exceptional achievement and during the evening
concert, their magical performance of ‘God Help the
Outcasts’, included some solos sung by Isabella Pagliaro,
Lauren McQuire, Grace Almond and Samuel Pocock. Well
done to Mrs Spencer, along with all Junior School and Year
7 Choristers on a well-deserved award winning performance.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Spring Concert at Colyer Fergusson, Sunday April 22nd 2018
To include ‘A Requiem for the Living’ by Dan Forrest
Summer Garden Opera - Gilbert and Sullivan’s HMS Pinafore
Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd July at the Orchard
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STUDENT PIANO CONCERT
A wonderful Piano Concert took
place in the Chapel in March. Solo
performances were given by pupils
across the Senior School’s full age
range, including boarders and day
pupils, and it was a treat to hear our
lovely piano played so well. Following
on from Chris Leung’s skilled
interpretation of J.S. Bach’s Toccata
in E minor and Finn Gape’s expressive
performance of Brahms’ Intermezzo,
Op. 118 in A major, the evening ended
with a special encore given by one
of our French exchange students.
Gautier’s technically assured rendition
of an Etude by Claude Debussy was an
inspiration to all of our young pianists.

It’s been a busy term for Drama at Kent College; on
Thursday, 8th February, as part of Arts Week, we
held our annual House Drama competition, where
students from Marlowe, Augustine, Chaucer and
Becket wrote four plays, each performed by a talented
cast of young actors from each house. Becket won
the overall competition, but all four houses provided
commendable performances in what was an incredibly
entertaining evening for all. Particular congratulations
should go to Augustine’s Irmak Kara and Marlowe’s
Tom Hagan, who were named by the adjudicator as
the most promising young actors of the night.

The students’ creativity and imagination was brought
to the fore through their performances and they ought
to be praised for their vision as well as the effort that
they put in, in order to produce their pieces.
For the first time ever, students at Kent College received
the perfect 100% on their Lamda examinations. Well
done to Bea Paisley-Day and Alicia Hunt, as well as
to Mrs Greenlaw for her excellent tutelage.

Congratulations are due to all involved in House
Drama, from those acting on the stage, to the older
students who helped put the shows together, to all
those helping behind the scenes and to the staff
members who worked tirelessly to make it all happen.
After half term, the Drama department schedule
moved on apace, with Year 11 students performing
their GCSE devised pieces on Friday 23rd to a small
audience which included an external examiner. The
different groups of students looked at topical ideas
like celebrities and their value, terrorism in the United
States and the lives of commonly-attacked minorities.
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By TOM NEAME
YEAR 12

NEWS IN BRIEF
TEATIME CONCERTS

FLUTE WORKSHOP
The ‘Really Flutewise’ event was a great day of music making at Kent College, with flautists from
all around Canterbury involved. Workshops took place throughout the day, run by internationally
renowned flautist, Abby Burrows and multi-award winning flautist, composer and arranger, Gareth
McLearnon. The children learned new techniques and enjoyed a variety of music. They also were able
to try out new instruments of all sizes, including a mighty contra-bass flute brought along by Patrick
Onn from ‘Top Wind’.

DofE AWARDS

On Friday 23rd February, students from the lower
school performed a teatime concert for parents,
students, and teachers. Many students took part
on a wide variety of instruments. The concert
opened with Folk Group and was brought to a close
by Cantabile. The lower school string quartet also
played, making their debut public performance!
The students were from a variety of years and
accompanied by Mr Ross, Dr Roy and Mr Lister.
The concert was enjoyed by all who attended and
well done to everybody involved.
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BOARDERS’ ACTIVITIES

This term, Duke of Edinburgh Award candidates at
both Bronze and Gold level have continued their
training. The Gold training walk had to be cancelled
with the arrival of the snow but candidates are
preparing for a practice expedition in the Lake
District over the Easter break. The Bronzes are going
to explore deepest darkest Wye in May.

FRIENDS OF KC

The friends of Kent College have had a busy term,
with several Coffee Mornings. The annual Wine and
Wisdom, led by OC, Mr John Charlesworth, on Friday,
2nd February, was a fun evening which raised several
hundred pounds for school funds. We all came away
knowing much more than when we started! Our next
event is the Teens Workshop in June.

FRENCH EXCHANGE

This term, the boarding community had a long and
colourful list of exciting weekend excursions to choose
from, including annually occurring trips that have been
regularly enjoyed in the past as well as newer additions.
Some examples of prominent trips in the year for the
boarding community were: the annual Chinese New
Year buffet, Go-Karting and Paintballing. A handful
of newly launched trips was also introduced such as
shopping in Greenwich village and a tour of Windsor
Castle, offering the boarders not only a pleasant mix
of enjoyment, but also a small taste of culture.

In spite of the snow, we were very pleased to
warmly welcome our French exchange students
visiting from L’Immac School in Pau. The group
of 12 students were hosted by families of Yr 9
and Yr 10 pupils, and also within three boarding
houses. As well as inviting them to our lessons
and assemblies, we accompanied our visitors to
afternoon tea and scones in Canterbury, and also
to sample an authentic seaside experience in quirky
Margate. In return, we can’t wait to experience the
joys of the Pyrenees and the beauty of Biarritz when
we fly at the end of March!
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ENGLISH CREATIVE WRITING

By OLEKSANDRA
MAKARENKO
YEAR 10

ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENTS

MY COUNTRY

UKRAINE IN THE SPRING

Spring is a beautiful season of the year in
Ukraine. It’s the time when nature comes to
life: ice melts, flowers start blooming, grass
and leaves on the trees become green.
The weather is perfect during this season. In
March it can be a bit chilly and there are times
when it even snows. In April, the weather
becomes warmer and in May, it’s marvellous
and it feels like it’s almost summer.
We have lots of celebrations in spring. The
first one is the International Women’s Day
which we celebrate on 8th March. All the
women receive some presents from men
such as flowers, sweets or postcards. Then we have Easter which we will celebrate
on 8th April this year. We have a tradition to cook Paska, a special Easter bread. Also
we dye eggs in different colours that all have different meanings. For example: blue
symbolises the sky, green - nature, black - night and so on. The day before Easter we
put Paska and eggs in a basket and at night we take them to church for consecration.
On 9th May we celebrate the victory in the Second World War. On the main square
of the city, we usually have a parade where the president gives his speech and we
honour those who defended our country. Holy Trinity day is celebrated on the seventh
Sunday after Easter and it will be on 27th May this spring. From ancient times, people
decorated their houses with branches of trees and flowers which are symbols of life.
This tradition is still popular nowadays.
Spring is the season which brings happiness, joy and delight. People go to the banks of
rivers or lakes to swim, play games, have fun and to spend some time with their families
and friends. It’s an amazing time of the year when birds are singing, the sun is shining
brightly and the soul is filled with pleasure and light.

KENT COLLEGE DUBAI NEWS
In a packed term at Kent College, Dubai, one of the
main highlights was the official opening of the school
auditorium named after Sir Tim Clark - Old Canterburian
and President of Emirates Airlines.
Dr. David Lamper and Sir Tim Clarke joined the Principal of
Kent College, Dubai, Patrick Lee-Browne and many other
distinguished guests at the opening of the splendid space.
They were treated to special performances in an area that is
already seeing much varied use.
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AESTHETIC ENGINEERING
The young Engineers are a group who have
undertaken a project following a certain criteria.
They must make an object that is either propelled or
flown into the air and which will take a wide camera
view of the area beneath it. The two ideas to begin
with were a paper airplane or a shuttlecock.

to take a video of the area beneath it. The aim, at
first, was to get it to 100m altitude, but this was
reduced to 50m. They are now at a stage of testing
the prototype by lowering it on a string from KC’s
Electronics lab! The group is also working on how
to mass produce it theoretically, the design of the
capsule, calculating the pressure required to launch
When testing the paper airplanes, none was stable it 50m into the air, and what propellant should be
enough, so the group settled on the shuttlecock used to achieve this.
idea. On their visit to the University of Kent, the
students turned to an idea of a capsule which will The team members are: Danil Vasilyev, Yoshi Saji,
shoot up into the air and then release a parachute Daniel Leung, Eloise Rondhout and Harry Blake.

TRIP TO CERN, SWITZERLAND
‘Look at that,’ said Mr Worth as our party
from KC stood right next to the scale
poster of the cross section of the
immense Large Hadron Collider
in Cern. It was mind-blowing
when we found out that
it is 17 miles long and
runs across the FrancoSwiss border. It was
amazing to see that we
were standing at the
heart of physics, and
everything physics
related originated
here.
Thursday saw us
standing outside the
UN, watching the
flags of all the member
nations fluttering
above us as we waited
to pass through the high
level security. We quickly
learnt how this outstanding
organisation promotes international
peace and cooperation.

On the evening of the second day we took
the main type of transport which was a
tram, to the Christmas markets next
to the peace and tranquillity of Lake
Geneva. The markets stretched
over a mile long with a ferris
wheel at one end and a mulled
wine bar the other. It was
rather cold but we soon
warmed ourselves up with
delicious hot chocolates.
The Olympic Museum
made it easy for us to see
how the Olympics have
progressed
between
each four year interval and
we were able to see each
and every Olympic torch
throughout the years as
well as much memorabilia
over the last 120 years.
A large vote of thanks goes to
Mr Worth for organising the trip
along with help from Ms Valentine,
as we were all privileged to explore the
wonders of Switzerland.
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STUDENT ART PIECE
For her GCSE Mock
Exam, Aimee Plumb
chose the thought
‘Out of Place’ and after
experimenting
with
a number of different
ideas relating to things
that could be out of place
with sport, she settled
on three sailing dinghies
racing across the astroturf.
And why not?
The end result is beautifully
painted in acrylics on a
wooden panel (with a nod
towards Edward Wadsworth,
an artist she had studied)
For an added twist, she
added two sides of a frame
onto which the painting was
extended.
MJC

OLD CANTERBURIANS
SARAH TIDBALL
Old Canterburian, Sarah Tidball, has recently become a published author.
Her first book, ‘Guardians of the Four’, is available through Amazon.
Sarah’s father, Chris Tidball, also an OC, noted how, ‘in the 1980s, Sarah was
one of the first students to be diagnosed with dyslexia, but with additional,
specialised tuition, she succeeded in A Levels. She went on to achieve an
Honours degree in Hotel and Institutional Management at Cardiff University.
Beginning her writing career by writing poetry for the Kent College magazine,
Sarah went on to produce short stories. ‘Guardians of the Four’ is the first of a
series of four novels, and book two is already undergoing its final editing. The
third book is in the early stages of storyboarding.
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MICHAEL LANG

LIZ CHUBB

By ROBBIE WHITTAKER
HEAD BOY 2016-2017

Kent College was saddened to
hear of the death of Elizabeth
Chubb, a former Head Girl. She
died at Margate Hospital on
23rd August 2017, aged just 52.
Attending Blean Primary School,
Liz went on to win a scholarship
to KC. On leaving school, she
joined the RAF as an education
officer, and then embarked on a
London-based teacher training
course three years later.
Based in Buckinghamshire,
Liz was appointed Head of the
History of Art Department at
Stowe School in 2016. On their
website, the school commented
that Liz ‘was much loved by her
tutees and pupils about whom
she cared deeply and she was
notably present, early on Results
Day, to help with advice and
contacts at universities’. They
added, ‘the HPQ Course in the
Junior School could not have
run without her, but for Liz, more
importantly, were the times she
could follow her other passions:
Test Cricket and listening to
classical music’.
Liz’s funeral was held at St
Michael and All Angels’ Church
in Harbledown in September of
last year, and the news of her
loss will no doubt sadden those
contemporaries with whom she
shared her time at Kent College.

Ex-governor Mr Michael Lang
passed away on 20th February.
A thanksgiving service for his life
was given on Thursday 15th March
at St Peter’s Methodist Church,
Canterbury. With eighteen years as
a governor, figures associated with
various aspects of Michael’s life
each gave tributes, with Dr David
Lamper talking of Michael’s service
to the school. Kent College Chaplain, Revd Dr Paul Glass, led the service.
Notable were Michael’s contributions to the links between St Peter’s and
KC, his interest in the school farm and dedicated presence at school events.
Born in 1926, Michael married his wife Annette in 1950. His final resting place
will be at Dover’s Langdon cliffs, where his ashes will be scattered with hers
amongst the chalk downland flowers, where they both spent so many happy
times with so many people over so many years. In the service sheet, Michael
posthumously extended his ‘thanks to all’, saying to those around him ‘...
thank you for believing in me, helping and encouraging me, supporting and
putting up with me and in so many ways just loving me, sometimes because
I am who I am and sometimes in spite of who or what I am. If I have given
you but half I have received I have done something worthwhile. You certainly
deserved more but all I can do now is to thank all from the bottom of my heart
who have touched me and so enriched my life’.

HUGH WEEKS
Mr Hugh Weeks, an Old Canterburian,
former KC parent, and KC governor for
30 years, passed away on Sunday 21st
January aged 85. A great gentleman,
Hugh was much loved by the whole
community having been - along with
wife Jean - a frequent presence at
College events. His expertise on
the Estates Committee was greatly
appreciated, and he truly empathised
with the school’s aims. On the news
of his death, tributes flooded in from
Hugh’s former colleagues and friends.
He was a particularly gifted MC,
holding the fort at many OC dinners
over the years. He supported and encouraged staff and pupils alike, and
away from school had a highly successful career in the baking industry.
He held positions including the Head of the Demonstration Department
at cake decoration supplier, Renshaw. An honorary member of the British
Confectioners’ Association, Hugh was also the recipient of a British Baking
Industry Award for lifetime service. The British Confectioners’ Association
described him as ‘a legend, a true craftsman’. Hugh’s life was celebrated
on Friday 16th March at St Mark’s Church, Woodcote. Donations were
welcomed to St Raphael’s Hospice.
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10 MINUTES WITH MR JAMES
Mr James, Head of Business and Economics at
Kent College for seven years, as well as Head of
Guilford Boys’ Boarding House for three years,
was born in Somerset but moved to Gloucester to
attend a number of primary schools and then The
Crypt Boys’ Grammar School. One of the most keen
memories of this time was Mr James’ Hollywood
Career, participating in the 1989 film, ‘First
and Last’. The film went on to win a BAFTA,
making Mr James somewhat a celebrity
within his school.
Growing up with two older brothers and
a younger sister, Mr James described
his family life as ‘lively’. The family
moved around frequently because of his
father’s profession as the Chief Executive
of the NHS in the Cotswold and Vale area.
Following secondary school, Mr James
attended Oxford Brookes University to study
Business Management with Finance. Mr James
recalls that he enjoyed the social networking within
teaching and so, after university, moved to South
Africa to work in King Williams Town at a boarding
school. There, he taught cricket in the rural area.
Back in the UK, Mr James entered the teaching
profession via a friend’s father who was a
Headmaster at a prep school. Mr James went on
to teach English, History, Maths, 1st XI Rugby and
U11s Cricket in Berkshire. After living and working
at this school and gaining teaching qualifications, Mr
James went on to teach Economics and Business,
his ideal department, at a grammar school.

By ELOISE
RONDHOUT
YEAR 12

Mr James’ life motto is that ‘one should view learning
through the lens of a learner’. This is his philosophy
in order to keep his educating relevant and engaging,
and in order to adapt his expertise to each individual
student. If Mr James could have dinner with anyone
in history, he would choose Thierry Henry for the
simple reason that he is a lifelong Arsenal
fan and that Henry’s ‘French chic’ is
one in a million.
Substantial thanks must go to Mr
James for his cooperation and
honesty as well as his insight
into boarding and teaching life
at Kent College.

PUBLIC SPEAKING WINNER

‘With today’s trial by media, is it wrong that the past life of a
public figure be dredged up and allowed to haunt them?’
WHAT ARE WE?
We are the mighty, superior species that is the Homo
Sapiens. Approximately 200,000 years ago, the ‘wise
man’ came to exist. Yet, we don’t still look like our early
ancestors - and we certainly do not live like them- so
what has happened to us in those 200,000 years?
Change.
The definition of change is ‘to become different’ and
to ‘undergo transformation and transition’. This is my
initial point. We, as individuals, are constantly adapting,
constantly undergoing the persistent practice of
developing, evolving and altering our thoughts and
ideas to ultimately change the way we live our lives.
Some of you may even be (or at least wanting to be!)
experiencing change right now with a revitalising
January health regime that we are all encouraged to
embark on. However, what I am trying to convey is
that change is a part of being human. Without this, we
would have ended up like all the other seven Homo
species - extinct.
Now considering this, is it fair to judge someone on
what they said, say, twelve years ago? I ask you to
think about how much has happened and changed for

Mr James says, ‘I have had the opportunity to teach,
guide and learn from a huge variety of colleagues
and pupils; the ability to be, not only part of such a
welcoming environment, but also one that creates
pupil success in so many areas is immensely
rewarding.’

you in twelve years. Personally I certainly no longer see
Barbies as being one of the most pivotal and salient
parts of my existence.
When the pioneering economist John Maynard Keynes
was questioned on his protean nature he replied, ‘When
the facts change, I change my mind. What do you do,
sir?’. Well that is exactly it, that is what you do and that
is what I do. You mature, you learn from your mistakes
and you continue this pattern ceaselessly, incessantly
throughout your life. Yes, people change and yes, facts
change. Why learn anything if you are only going to be
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By JULIETTE PACKARD
YEAR 12

judged now for what you said 12 years ago or more?
This mob of judgement only allows for the stagnation
of ideas and progression. It does not allow for change.
A public figure by definition is ‘A famous person who
is often written about in newspapers and magazines or
is often on television or the radio.’ We need our public
figures to be the best possible and diverse group of
people influencing and running the country. Politically,
separate to our own opinions, we want MPs to be
current, prudent, energising and to a point, daring.
What we do not want them to be is anodyne, innocuous,
risk-averse and unremarkable. These adjectives that I
have used would all be possessed by someone who is
virtually mistake-free.
You have to learn from your failures to be able to succeed
- this is a principle drilled into us from such a young age
that it’s almost hypocritical for us to descend on past
comments in such condemnatory fashions! The witchhunt attitude possessed and projected by the profithungry media towards public figures, not only prevents
great leadership but it also spawns discouragement to
even become a public figure when one comment 20
years ago will cost you your entire career.
Obviously, however, there are limits. Condoning
illegal behaviour is completely unacceptable in any
circumstance - but principally, society changes. Who
would have thought that 30 years ago, Section 28 of the
Local Government Act of 1988 stating ‘prohibition on
promoting homosexuality by teaching or by publishing
material’ would have been lifted? 26 years on from
the passing of that Act, gay marriage is legalised and
widely accepted in England and Wales. Society’s views
change.
Another example is Winston Churchill, who, in 2002,
was voted the Greatest Briton who ever lived. Sixty
years ago his views were middle of the road, but
now they would be classified as ‘extreme’. We have
no right to scrutinise on this basis. The basis I refer
to is the context in which the statement was made.
Hypothetically - if you looked back in March 2078 at
what a public figure had tweeted today, you would not
be able to have a balanced view of that 140 character
statement, simply because the 2078 society in which
you were living would be indisputably different from the
society we live in now. Actions have to be judged by the
standards of the time, not those 30 or 60 years hence.
And for these three reasons, by allowing socially
deemed ‘mistakes’ to be dredged up and manifested
into career ending phantoms, we ignorantly jeopardise
our futures.
Editor’s note: All opinions are that of Juliette’s as
an individual and do not, in any way, represent
those of Kent College
21

KENT COLLEGE NEWS

JUNIOR SCHOOL

In the last two weeks alone, I have attended
a wonderful Spring Concert at school
where over a hundred children performed,
I watched our Choristers perform at the
Royal Festival Hall where they were named
runners up in a National competition.
I watched our boys playing in a national
hockey final and I received a phone
commentary from the National netball
finals where our girls were competing; I
have visited over two hundred lessons,
and sat down and played with the toy car
ramp in Garden Cottage before making a
hasty exit when it came to ‘changing time!’

RAMBLINGS
By ANDY CARTER
JUNIOR SCHOOL HEAD MASTER

It has been a busy time but I have loved it,
as our children really do look up towards
the stars and they look up with a smile on
their faces and a determination to make the
most of every opportunity and challenge. I
am already looking forward to the Summer
and I confident that all members of our
wonderful community can continue with
their excellence.

PEOPLE WHO
HELP US

I would like to think that a Kent College
education inspires our children to achieve:
to achieve whilst showing consideration for
others in a happy environment, where the
teachers make every day a positive experience
and that being a child at KC means you look up
to the stars at all times.
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Year One had a wonderful time in
their RE lessons this term. First
they had a visit to St. Peter’s
Methodist Church to look at the
things that you might find inside
a Church. Then Dr. Glass visited
them and they held a very special
baptism service. A proud mother
and father held their baby twins
carefully and there was even an
auntie present who had tissues
in her handbag in case anybody
shed happy tears.

JUNIOR NETBALL

“LOOK UP AT THE STARS AND NOT
DOWN AT YOUR FEET”

The achievements of the children this year have
been wonderful and thoroughly deserved because
they have worked incredibly hard, in an atmosphere
that ensures that learning and progress is enjoyable,
which in my view is the key to success. This is
developed by our committed, hard working teachers
and the tremendous support that all our parents give
the school over seven days a week.

YEAR ONE
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

As part of this term’s theme of
looking at ‘People Who Help Us’,
the Kent College Reception children
went for a visit to the RNLI Station
at Whitstable where they were really
interested in all they heard about the
rescues that the team carry out and
the equipment that they use.

The Kent College Junior School Girls’
Netball Team came runners up in the IAPS
South of England Netball Competition. This
qualified them to play for the first time in the
National Finals where they finished in the top
10 schools in the country.

They enjoyed putting on some of the
equipment as well!

Huge congratulations to all who took part.
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KENT COLLEGE
TIMES SPRING 2018

THE GARDEN COTTAGE
NURSERY

On 26th February, we opened the doors and
welcomed babies, toddlers and their families into
Garden Cottage Nursery. It has been an exciting busy
time with 12 children starting their journey with us at
Kent College.
We have had snow, sunshine and rain! The children
have settled in well and it has been a little bit like
Christmas with new toys all over the floor, lovely food
and lots of fun and laughter. The babies have
enjoyed their naps in our dream coracles
and we have been on a walk to explore the
grounds.Next week we will be making play
dough cakes and exploring sound with
musical instruments.

JUNIOR SPRING CONCERT
With 91 singers in our Junior Choir, and over 100
performers altogether, this was a truly wonderful
occasion.
Opening with a flashmob performance of ‘Ode to
Joy’, the concert continued with items from our
‘Cello Group, Stringhetti, & the Magic Flutes. The
Junior Choir sang a set of amusing songs arranged
by Gwyn Arch from Saint Saens’ “Carnival of the
Animals”, complete with Lion Roars, Cuckoos
popping up in unexpected places & some Scary
Fossils. Kent College Choristers performed the
programme which had won them a national trophy,
ensuring there was not a dry eye in the house with
“God help the Outcasts”.
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A superb rendition of “You’ll never walk
alone”, accompanied by our talented Year
6 Chamber Group, ended the evening on a
real high.

