


Applying to Kent College Entrance Requirements

Year 7 
Pupils wishing to enter Kent College in Year 7 (age 11) must 
provide a report from their current school and take the Kent 
College entrance assessments held in January every year. 
These tests cover English, Mathematics and non-verbal 
reasoning. International students are also required to take an 
online English assessment. In addition there is a ‘getting to know 
you’ session for both pupils and parents with a member of the 
Senior Management Team, or Skype interview for international 
applicants. These interviews are not on the same day as the 
entrance tests. O�ers of places at Kent College are generally 
sent out during the February half term. 

Years 8 to 11
Applicants for Years 8 to 11 (ages 12-15) must provide a report 
from their current school. There is also a ‘getting to know you’ 
interview session for both pupils and parents with the Head, or 
a member of the Senior Management Team.  In some instances 
we may ask students to take Maths and English entrance 
examinations. 

International students are required to take an online English 
assessment and have a Skype interview. Following the marking 
of their examination papers, applicants should expect a 
response within a week.

Sixth Form
Year 12 (16+) pupils wishing to join from other UK schools and 
taking GCSEs are o�ered a place based on their school reports 
and meeting our minimum requirements. Students normally 
need a minimum of 6 GCSE passes with at least a grade 6  
in the subjects they choose to study at A level, or for the IB 
Diploma. Students wanting to take the IB Diploma or a Maths or 
English A-level may be asked to sit a Maths or English entrance 
examination. Students will also have an interview with the Head 
or a member of the Senior Management Team. International 
students are required to take an online English assessment 
and have a Skype interview with the Head of the International 
Studies Centre.

Registration
The first stage to apply for a place at Kent College, and for your 
child to be assessed for entry into the school, is to complete 
the online registration form (available on the school website 
www.kentcollege.com). There is also a registration fee (£100) 
which covers administration costs and is non-refundable. 
Completing a registration form does not in any way commit you 
to the school, nor does it guarantee admission. 

Learning Support
Kent College o�ers learning support through our Dyslexia 

Support Centre, and individual tuition. Please let us know at the 
Registration stage if your child needs extra support and provide 
us with any assessment reports. Once we have all the relevant 
information there will be an opportunity to meet our Learning 
Strategies Coordinator or SENCO to discuss your child’s needs, 
and to make sure that Kent College is able to meet them.

“The pupils’ achievements 
and learning are excellent.” 
                                       - ISI Inspection 2015



Scholarships

Kent College has a long tradition of recognising and rewarding 
talent by awarding scholarships in the following areas: Academic 
achievement, Art, Design (Years 9 and 12 only), Drama, Music, 
Sport, and International Baccalaureate (Year 12 only).

Scholarships are designed to attract talented pupils from all 
backgrounds who would benefit from the unique educational 
experience offered by Kent College. The school undertakes 
to nurture and develop a scholar’s ability; in return scholars 
are expected to make a significant contribution to school life. 
Scholarships may be awarded to pupils entering the school in 
Year 7 (11+), Year 9 (13+) and Year 12 (16+). 

Most scholarship awards are between 10% to 25% 
though exceptionally talented students may be awarded 
higher amounts. As a member of the Headmasters’ and 
Headmistresses’ Conference (HMC), the group of schools 
that includes the top independent schools in the country, it is 
agreed that the maximum amount of scholarship available 
will be 50% of tuition fees. It is possible to be awarded a 
scholarship in more than one area but the maximum overall 
value will not exceed 50%. 

The percentage fee reduction awarded is applied to the day 
tuition fee only and cannot be awarded against Boarding fees. 
The inclusive fee consists of a tuition fee and a facilities fee. 

The tuition fees for the academic year 2019 to 2020 are:
● Year 7: £4,800 (Inclusive fee £5,598)
● Years 8-9: £5,300 (Inclusive fee £6,108)
● Years 10-13: £5,400 (Inclusive fee £6,288)

If you wish to enter your child for any scholarships you need 
to fill out the relevant forms by following the scholarship 
application details on the online registration page (available on 
the school website www.kentcollege.com). 

Academic achievement

Academic scholarships are awarded on the basis of a pupil’s 
performance in the Kent College entrance assessments, plus 
predicted GCSE results and school report for entry into Year 
12 – no additional exams are taken. 

Kent College prides itself on helping all pupils to fulfil their 
academic potential and the school’s consistently excellent 
exam results reflect the care and attention that is given to the 
individual. With small class sizes, a wide range of academic 
clinics, and high standards of marking and reporting, Kent 
College students benefit from a nurturing and enquiring 
academic environment. 

“A spirit of innovation and 
development pervades Kent 
College with a palpable 
sense of connected thinking 
and shared vision” 
                                       - ISI Inspection 2015



IB Scholarships

Kent College has run the IB Diploma programme for more than 
10 years, and with an average points score of 37, and many 
candidates achieving scores of 40+, the school’s excellent 
track record speaks for itself. The school is very flexible when it 
comes to constructing timetables for Diploma candidates, and 
encourages applicants to identify the courses and subjects 
they wish to study. Kent College offers outstanding levels of 
teaching and support for the IB Diploma with additional classes 
and tutoring available as standard to ensure the very best 
outcomes for individuals.

Candidates for an IB Diploma scholarship (Year 12 only) must 
submit written work to the Deputy Head, Mr. Letley (gletley@
kentcollege.co.uk) by the 1st of March 2020. International 
students should contact Mr Letley directly about submitting 
their application. IB scholarship assessments are held in March 
2020.

Written work – applicants must submit two reports: 
1. (maximum 300 words) should explain why you 
particularly want to study the IB. 
2. (maximum 1,000 words) should be an extended piece 
of writing based on an area of research that you have 
completed. This might be research based on reading or 
possibly some form of experiment/investigation. 

The assessment includes a short interview that will focus on the 
content of the two written reports.

Kent College results

Students at KC continue to achieve not only some of the 
best results in Kent but also the UK. We are an inclusive 
school but the individual attention and support that 
pupils receive enable them to work towards the highest 
of standards.

● Combined IB and A Level results regularly secure 
over 150 UCAS points per student (the basis for 
university offers) which is the equivalent of A*, A, A at 
A Level.

● IB average: 37 points out of 45 points for the last 
3 years ( compared to a worldwide average of 30) 
regularly places KC in the top 10 small cohort IB 
schools in the UK In 2019 our Head Girl achieved the 
coveted maximum score of 45 with another student 
receiving 44.

● A level: an average of over 70% A*-B for the last 5 
years.

● GCSE: an average of over 40% Grade 7 equivalent 
or above for the last 5 years.

International Baccalaureate Diploma 
programme



Drama

Candidates for Drama scholarships will be asked to:
1. Perform two monologues (specified by the school) 

demonstrating a contrast in characters and theatre styles, 
each lasting between 1 and 2 minutes. One will be a 
Shakespeare monologue and the other a contemporary 
piece. 

2. Have a brief, informal interview with the Head of Drama 
to talk about the work you have just presented, and to 
discuss your dramatic interests and experience.

3. Perform together during the day with other potential 
scholars in a workshop environment.

Contact the Head of Drama: Mrs Marie Christian 
mchristian@kentcollege.co.uk 

Candidates for Music scholarships will be asked to:
1. Bring recent Grade marksheets and a reference from a 
current music teacher to the assessment.
2. In a group, take part in a variety of musical activities, 
including ensemble playing and singing.
3. Perform in an individual audition on your main instrument 
(or voice) and on a second instrument if applicable, and take 
some general aural tests; 
4. Have an informal interview with the music sta� to talk 
about your musical interests.

The session will end with a very informal ensemble concert 
for parents.

Contact the Director of Music: 
Mr Julian Ross – jross@kentcollege.com

Minimum standards*
Year 7: Grade 3 ABRSM/Trinity on main 
instrument or voice
Year 9: Grade 5 ABRSM/Trinity on main 
instrument or voice
Year 12: Grade 6/7 ABRSM/Trinity on main 
instrument or voice

*If significant progress has been made in a short 
time but these recommended levels have not 
quite been reached, or the applicant has never 
taken grade exams, the Director of Music should 
be contacted to discuss potential applications.

Music



Art Design

Years 9 and 12 only
Candidates for Design scholarships will be asked to:

1. Take part in a team-work based problem-solving 
challenge.

2. Show a ‘portfolio’ of work that demonstrates things 
the applicant has sketched, built, tinkered with, fixed, 
generally designed or made that demonstrate an 
outside of school interest for the subject.

3. Have a short interview with a member of the Design 
department about your prior experience, skills, 
passions, and general interest within the subject. 

Contact the Head of Design: Mr Michael Cloke 
mcloke@kentcollege.co.uk

Candidates for Art scholarships will be asked to:
1. Submit a portfolio of work: it is expected that the 

portfolio will showcase each student’s personal skill 
and abilities. Please include all work that demonstrates 
your creative skills – this may include school-based 
projects, home-based hobbies and activities, work 
from workshops, illustrated written work, studies on 
artists you admire, scrap sketchbooks, photos or 3D 
work. (In exceptional circumstances, if a student does 
not have a portfolio of work they may still apply to sit 
the studio tests and interview with the Head of Art.)

2. Have a short interview with the Head of Art to discuss 
your portfolio and other work.

3. Take a short supervised test to demonstrate drawing 
and observational skills. 

Contact the Head of Art: Mrs Marie Montague
mmontague@kentcollege.co.uk



Sport

Candidates for Sport scholarships will be asked to:
1. Submit a portfolio to include testimonials or references 

from sports’ coaches. 
2. Undertake practical tests: for boys – cricket, hockey, 

rugby, running, tennis and fitness testing; for girls – 
hockey, netball, rounders, running, tennis and fitness 
testing. 

3. Have an informal interview with a member of the sports 
coaching team. 

Contact the Director of Sport: 
Mr Darren Scott  
dscott@kentcollege.com



Bursary Other Financial Assistance

Sibling discount
When three or more children from the same family are 
attending Kent College simultaneously, the following 
remissions may be granted: 

Third child – 20% bursary 
Fourth and additional children – 40% bursary. 

This bursary is given in respect of the youngest child/
children. It is not given in addition to any other award, and is 
not available for children in the Garden Cottage Nursery or 
Pre-Reception (Early -Years). 

HM Forces Allowance
Personnel who are eligible for the Boarding School 
Allowance are entitled to a 90% reduction in fees. 

FCO
Personnel eligible for an FCO discount are entitled to a 20% 
reduction on their boarding fees.

Methodist Ministers’ Allowance
Children of Methodist Ministers are entitled to a 
10% Methodist Ministers’ Allowance.

Find out more
Visit kentcollege.com to find out more about Scholarships 

and Bursaries or contact the Admissions department at 
admissions@kentcollege.co.uk 

We look forward to meeting you.
        

The school is committed to providing access to a Kent College 
education to those whose circumstances may mean they 
cannot a�ord the full fees, or for those whose circumstances 
may change once their child is a pupil at the school. A bursary 
is a form of financial assistance that is means-tested, based on 
parental income. Bursaries are not dependent on academic 
ability but are awarded to pupils who are likely to gain most 
from a Kent College education and who will contribute fully 
to the life of the school. Scholarships may be supplemented 
by bursary assistance. As bursary funds are limited, we 
recommend that applications for bursaries are made either 
before or at the same time as registration. Bursaries can only 
be considered prior to the school o�ering a place.

All bursaries are awarded at the Headmaster’s discretion. All 
applicants for bursaries are required to disclose, in confidence,  
their financial details on a Bursary Application Form. When 
making an assessment the school will take into account some 
or all of the following: household income, savings, benefits, 
equity in property, other income and assets, outgoings. The 
application process may include a home visit and an interview. 
Bursaries are o�ered for the duration of the pupil’s education 
but are reviewed on an annual basis.

If you would like to enquire about bursaries please contact the 
Bursar on bursar@kentcollege.co.uk or call 
+44 (0)1227 763231. 

Bursary FAQs
What is the di�erence between a scholarship and a bursary?
A scholarship is an award given to recognise talent with a 
maximum overall remission of 50% of tuition fees. It is not 
means tested. A bursary refers to mean-tested financial 
support designed to allow access to a Kent College education 
to children whose family circumstances may mean they cannot 
a�ord the full fees.  

What is the deadline for applying for a bursary?
Families considering a bursary application should contact the 
Bursar before or at the time of completing the registration form. 
Bursaries cannot be awarded after a place has been o�ered.

How do I apply for a bursary?
Please contact the Bursar for a confidential Bursary Application 
Form. As bursary funds are limited we strongly recommend an 
early application to the school.

How does the school decide who receives a bursary?
When making an assessment the school will take into 
account some or all of the following: household income, 
savings, benefits, equity in property, other income and assets, 
outgoings.  The application process may also include a home 
visit and an interview. 



Key dates for entry in September 2020

KENT COLLEGE, CANTERBURY, KENT CT2 9DT
Tel: (01227) 763231     

admissions@kentcollege.co.uk
kentcollege.com

Saturday 28th September 2019 - Senior School Open Morning
Wednesday 16th October 2019 - Scholarships at KC Evening

Monday 18th November - Sixth Form Open Evening
Please reserve your place for all these events at kentcollege.com

Year 7 entry
Friday 29th of November 2019
Closing date for applications for Year 7 entry

Late December 2019
Individual Scholarship attendance schedules are sent out

Tuesday 21st January 2020
Year 7 Kent College entrance assessments

Wednesday 22nd January to Friday 24th January 2020
Year 7 scholarship assessments for Art, Drama, Music and Sport 

Saturday 25th January 2020
“Getting to know you” sessions for parents and pupils with 
senior 
academic members of sta�

February half term holidays 2020
O�er letters are sent out

Sunday 7th June 2020
Year 7 welcome service and lunch

Years 9 and 12 entry
30th January 2020 
Closing date for  applications for Year 9 and Year 12 entry

Early February 2020
Individual Scholarship attendance schedules are sent out.

Tuesday 25th February to Thursday 27th February 2020
Scholarship assessments and interviews for Art and Design, 
Drama, Music and Sport

Late March 2020
O�er letters go out

Year 12 IB scholarship
2nd March 2020
Closing date for IB Scholarship applications

March 2020
IB Scholarship assessments

April 2020
O�er letters go out

Tuesday 25th February to Thursday 27th February 2020
Scholarship assessments and interviews for Art and Design, 

Year 12 IB scholarship




